
          The ACT Blog:           
Transport Infrastructure 

Take a look at how the
Cumbria Transport Infrastructure
Plan (CTIP) aims to transform
how we get about - to become
'one of the best connected rural
geographies in the UK'.

We highlight some of the actions
individuals and communities can
take to reduce pressure on our
highways and to reduce impact
on the climate. 

ACT Guide to Funders

We’ve updated our funding guide which
gives some suggestions for village halls,
community buildings and community
projects that are looking for funding. The
funders listed in the guide are only a small
fraction of the charitable trusts that give
grants in the UK but, hopefully, it provides
a starting point.
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Great News! 'We Are Here!'

A new arts programme, 'We Are Here!', is set
to be launched celebrating culture and
creativity in west Cumbria. Read more here.
The West Cumbrian Consortium is to run a
Creative, People and Places programme
across Allerdale and Copeland over the next
three years, with £830k of funding secured
from the Arts Council.

Net Zero Homes - not just for
those who can afford it

Our recent event (9 March) showcased
three different approaches to tackling the
challenge of net zero housing. Grants for
homeowners, social housing tenants
citizen's jury, and affordable passivhaus.
It's all happening now. Find out more. 

Village Halls support for
Ukrainian refugees
Village hall committees have contacted
ACRE and ACT to ask what they can do to
support Ukrainian Refugees. As a result,
ACRE has produced a briefing outlining
the role halls could play in aiding the
reception and resettlement of refugees.
Read more.

Village Hall Case Study:
Remote control far-infrared
heating
Looking at options for heating your
Community Building? Tirril and Sockbridge
recently installed new far-infrared heaters
and a wireless operating system using
WiFi. It’s easier to manage, more efficient
(good for climate change), and hall users
think it’s ‘wonderful’. Read the Case Study.

Community Buildings Directory

Does your Village Hall or Community Building get
a mention in our Directory? You can check here.

Anyone looking for a hall to hire for a one-off
occasion, or a regular event, can search, find
details and booking information all in one place.
Listings are completely free of charge and can be
submitted here.

Community Buildings Event –
Saturday 19th March

ACT’s latest Community Buildings Event 
covered topics including new far infrared
heating at Tirril and Sockbridge Village
Hall; community action on climate change,
and how village halls can help; reducing
the risk of damage and non-payment of
hall hire; supporting Ukrainian refugees;
Covid-19 guidance and more! Full write up
here.

With the costs of petrol and diesel
escalating, now is a great time to consider
sharing local lifts, where possible. Save
money and reduce your climate change
emissions associated with driving.

With help from Hampshire County Council
we have updated our guidance. If this is
something you are thinking of doing in your
community, do let us know how you get on.

Community Transport & Car-
Share Guidance

Book Here

Housing and Health 
What: Looking at how housing affects health, and how
better homes create healthier and stronger communities.

When: Wednesday 11 May 2-3.30pm 

Where: Online via Zoom

Book Here

Community Buildings Event
What: Online Q&A session with Utility Aid – The UK’s
leading energy broker with the charity and not-for-profit
sector. info@cumbriaaction.org.uk

When: Saturday 14 May 10am-12.00pm

Where: Online via Zoom

Fire Safety at Home

Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service
are pleased to announce the launch
of a new online home fire safety
check tool, which is live on Cumbria
Fire and Rescue Service’s website

Thanks to Cumbria Neighbourhood
Watch for sharing this information.

International Energy
Agency Report on the Oil
Crisis 

In the face of the emerging global
energy crisis triggered by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, the IEA’s 10-Point
Plan to Cut Oil Use proposes 10
actions with immediate impact – and
shows how those actions can create a
more sustainable path in the longer
term.

Low Carbon Lake District Grants 

Community groups and businesses wishing to reduce their
carbon footprint can apply for funding here. 

Thanks to support from the European Regional Development
Fund, the Lake District Foundation are delighted to offer
grants to projects which cut carbon. The funding pot is £200k
- so get your applications in!

Join us as we celebrate 1900 years
since the building of Hadrian’s Wall.

2022 will see hundreds of events and activities taking
place in a yearlong festival across Hadrian’s Wall.

If your community is within ten miles of Hadrian's Wall,
and you would like to be involved, email Abby. If it's
not, then just get along to the events to learn or be
entertained!

Big Jubilee Lunch plans,
anyone?

The Eden Project continue the tradition of street
parties and getting together over lunch into
the Jubilee celebrations 2-5 June. They have
loads of great information from recipies to road
closures. Visit their website to find out more and
get planning your Big Jubilee Lunch. 

Digital Infrastructure Strategy

The Digital Infrastructure Strategy report,
presented to Cumbria County
Council Cabinet on 19 March, showcased a
number of highlights which demonstrate how
better, and more reliable broadband
connections are benefiting Cumbrian
residents and businesses. Full details can be
found here.

If you have any queries regarding
broadband connections in your area,
Contact 
 connecting.cumbria@cumbria.gov.uk

Hello and welcome!

We had great feedback from some of you about the format and content of our e-
newsletter, thank you. There were one or two gremlins in edition one, and we probably
won't have ironed them all out this time, but we're working on it! Your comments and
suggestions are always welcome so, please do get in touch if you spot something that
needs attention.

Look out for our ACT Events below; some of you missed them last time.

The ACT Blog

News from ACT

A new website for a brighter countryside

Our colleagues at Action with  Communities in Rural England (ACRE) have launched a
new website intended as a resource for anyone wanting to find out what makes rural
communities thriving, inclusive and sustainable places to live and work. What do you
think?

Community Buildings News

Covid-19 update for halls

Whilst all Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted, the pandemic is not over and it is more
important than ever that vulnerable people, those who feel more cautious and those who
have suffered as a result of isolation during the last two years, feel confident using
village halls, in order to improve mental health and wellbeing.

Consequently, ACRE encourages halls to ask users to follow Covid-safe principles to
keep the community safe and encourage hall use. Read the latest guidance here.

Spotlight on Car-sharing

Events coming soon

News from Friends and Partners

And finally...

If you find this information useful, please do share it with others. We'd love you
to forward this email to friends and colleagues. You can also follow us on Facebook
or Twitter to keep up with our very latest news and views.

If you are not already an ACT supporter, why not join us? It's free and it means
that we can keep in touch with you directly from time to time. You can unsubscribe
at any time from this newsletter.

Become an ACT Supporter
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