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Supporting communities since 1948: ACTion with Communities in
Cumbria champions community and rural issues

Read our thoughts on the Government response
to the Glover Landscapes Review. In short, it's
underwhelming. We have some ideas on what
communities can do to love, experience and
share their landscapes.

Comments from Lorrainne Smyth, CEO

Celebrate the Jubilee with an Audio
Adventure

ACT and  Ragged Edge Productions
are promoting Audio Adventures to
explore your place,
your community, your history, your future.
Ragged Edge can help you apply to the
Let's Create Jubilee Fund to do this. Click
here for more information.

Farming in Protected Landscapes

A call out for Farmers and community
groups in the Lake District, interested in
farming culture and heritage in their
community. Read more here and get in
touch.
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‘Levelling up’ must not leave rural
communities behind

Action with Communities in Rural England
(ACRE) says the government must fully
consider how it’s plans for levelling up will
address disadvantage faced by rural
communities. Read more.

Celebrating and Inspiring village halls for 2022

Thank you to everyone who helped to celebrate
village and community halls during Village Halls
Week and who made pledges for your hall for the
year ahead. Village Halls Week 2022 may be over,
but the opportunity to do something different at
your hall this year has just begun!

Kind Cumbria Week was a big success in
November, celebrating all the delivery
people who kept us going through the
worst of the lock-downs last year. 

What can we do in 2022 to build more
neighbourliness into our communities? 

Have a look at our Good 
Neighbours Toolkit and see if you can do
more where you live. Good Neighbours Toolkit

A Just Transition to Net Zero? 
What: Asking how we make the changes we need to our
housing stock to reduce carbon emissions ensuring 'No-
one gets left behind'.

When: Wednesday 9 March  2-3.30pm

Where: On Zoom

Community Buildings Event
What: Our regular event for individuals involved in
running community buildings. To suggest topics
for discussion contact info@cumbriaaction.org.uk

When: Saturday 19 March 10am-12.00pm

Where: On Zoom

Living with Covid

To hear Colin Cox, Director of Public
Health for Cumbria, talking about
'Living with Covid' in our
communities please click here.
This is a fifty-two minute recorded
session from the Cumbria
Community Resilience Group, 7
Feb 2022. 

The Future of Food for Cumbria 

The way our food is currently produced and supplied
is a major contribution to carbon emissions, as are the
emissions from food waste. Tackling these challenges
offers significant opportunities including exciting new
approaches in farming, food distribution and
consumption. Find out more at a workshop from Zero
Carbon Cumbria Partnership, 24 February  2- 4pm.

Neighbourhood Watch Awards

ACT and Cumbria Neighbourhood Watch Association
have been working together to support great
community action
on neighbourliness. Celebrating their 40th
Anniversary year, Neighbourhood Watch National
Volunteer Awards for 2022 recognise volunteers who
have dedicated more than 5 years working in their
communities. Read more and submit your
nomination by 12 March.

Hello! Welcome to the ACT Update e-newsletter

Thanks for responding to our recent survey about the ACT Gazette. We are focusing on
the things you said were important to you. You'll receive smaller, more regular updates
from us, like this, every six weeks or so. We will continue to include all the most valuable
news for Cumbrian communities, community buildings and local activists on transport,
housing and building stronger communities through neighbourliness. We hope it works
for you, and we'll be asking for specific feedback in a few months. Of course, if you want
to tell us what you think right away, do get in touch.  

You'll find lots of useful information below, including a chance to talk about the cultural
value of farming in our landscape, a review of another very successful national Village
Halls Week campaign and upcoming ACT events. There are comments on some
government papers - on 'levelling up' and our National Parks. And, continuing ACT's
work with art as a medium for community conversation, take a look at the work we are
doing with Ragged Edge on Audio Adventures.

The ACT Blog: What’s changing for protected landscapes?

The ACT Blog

News from ACT

Community Buildings News

The lifting of ‘Plan B’ Covid-19 restrictions

Since 27 January there is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face covering in
village halls and other venues. However, Government suggests you "continue to wear a
face covering in crowded and enclosed spaces where you may come into contact with
people you do not normally meet". 

Covid-19 remains a risk. It is therefore still important to encourage those in village halls
to wear a face covering in more crowded and less well-ventilated areas. Read
more here.

Spotlight on Neighbourliness

Events coming soon

Book here

Save the Date

News from Friends and Partners

Lakes Distillery makes splash with clean water scheme

Funding is available to community groups keen to be kind to lakes and rivers across
Cumbria. Lake District Foundation has joined forces with The Lakes Distillery to launch a
£25k funding pot for projects that enhance and conserve water quality.

Projects must focus on water quality in the Lake District and demonstrate that they will
contribute to at least one of the following objectives: pollution prevention and mitigation,
habitat creation and protection, invasive species control, species conservation or
education.

Lake District Foundation welcomes applications from community organisations which
meet set criteria. The total pot size is £25,000 and applications are welcomed for
projects valued at £5,000. The Fund opens for applications on 7 February and the
closing date is 21 March.

Details and how to apply here.

Have Your Say: Rural Electric Transport Development

As part of its effort to alleviate the climate crisis, the UK government announced in 2020
that sales of new petrol and diesel cars would be banned by 2030, and electric cars will
play a crucial part of this plan to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050.
However there are concerns that rural villages and towns may be left behind in the
transition to electric transport because of the costly charging infrastructure it requires.
The Rural Community Energy Fund (North West) is hoping that its research will support
a baseline of evidence to access funding to develop more local car clubs, reducing rural
isolation and ensuring the electric car transition is open to everyone.
Please complete this five minute online survey to contribute. There is also information
about Electric Car Clubs at the end of the survey questions.

And finally...

If you find this information useful, please do share it with others. We'd love you
to forward this email to friends and colleagues. You can also follow us on Facebook
or Twitter to keep up with our very latest news and views.

If you are not already an ACT supporter, why not join us? It's free and it means
that we can keep in touch with you directly from time to time. You can unsubscribe
at any time from this newsletter.

Become an ACT Supporter

ACTion with Communities in Cumbria
01768 425666  info@cumbriaaction.org.uk
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