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Familiar face in new role at ACT
ACT welcomes our new Chief Executive Lorrainne Smyth, who returns to
the organisation after five years with Cumbria County Council as a Policy
Advisor on Inclusion and Engagement.

Lorrainne previously worked for ACT as a Rural Development Officer and
then Projects Manager from 1993 to 2007. She returns with a clear drive
to support communities facing the challenges and opportunities of being
sustainable, in this age of austerity.

Summer Community Events
Good luck to all those communities planning events to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee,
we hope you all have a wonderful time. For those of you also involved in Community Led
Planning, don’t forget, events such as these, and Summer fetes, shows etc can be an ideal
opportunity to gather views from local residents in a fun and informal way.

ACT Gazette:
Issue 10: Summer 2012
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Community Led Planning:
the gold standard for

Localism!

ACRE’s new toolkit for Community Led
Planning provides step-by-step guidance for
communities who want to take action and
produce a holistic plan that will help to ensure
the sustainability and wellbeing of their
neighbourhood.

The new rights, contained in the Localism Act,
designed to empower communities, are
unlikely to be effective without a firm foundation
to build on. This new toolkit from ACRE (Action
with Communities in Rural England) enables
local communities to become stronger and
more resilient, by working together to research
the needs and aspirations of their community
and agree upon a range of different actions
that will improve their neighbourhood.

Where communities pursue a Community Led
Plan, they will be able to put the Localism
rights to good use, maximising their benefit for
everyone.

The toolkit builds on guidance previously
published by ACRE for Local Authorities.
‘Making the most of Community Led Planning:
a best practice guide for local authorities’
showed how local authorities are already
supporting this approach to localism by
examining the role they can play at each stage
of a plan’s development.

This new guidance was endorsed by a range of
different national organisations and included a
foreword by Greg Clark, Minister for
Decentralisation at the Department for
Communities and Local Government.

But this is not just another toolkit placed on the
web – it comes with the backing of highly
experienced practitioners from within the Rural
Community Action Network. ACTion with
Communities in Cumbria (ACT) will use the
new toolkit with communities to guide them
through the process of developing high quality
Community Led Plans that are empowering,
inclusive and bring about tangible benefits for
everyone involved.

Phillip Vincent, ACRE’s Team Leader for
Community Led Planning and Housing said:
“We hope that our new toolkit will benefit rural
and urban communities alike; helping them to
become stronger and more resilient during
challenging times.

“But this isn’t about people pursuing single
issue actions for their own benefit. It’s about a
much broader and inclusive process of
empowerment whereby whole communities are
supported to work together, better understand
each other’s needs and play a more active role
in shaping the future of their neighbourhood.
We are confident that Community Led Planning
is the gold standard for delivering Localism;
better preparing communities to take
advantage of the new rights.”

Sections of the new Community Led Planning
Toolkit are FREE to download from ACRE’s
website here: www.acre.org.uk/our-work/
community-led-planning/NEW+CLP+Toolkit

For more information about the toolkit, please
contact an ACT Development Officer (see back
page for contact details).

‘Making the most of Community Led Planning:
a best practice guide for local authorities’ is
available online here: www.acre.org.uk/our-
work/community-led-planning/Resources/
Local+Authority+Guidance

Community Led Planning & Development
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Neighbourhood Planning
Guidance

In our Winter 2011 edition of the Gazette we
set out some of the differences between
Community Led Planning and Neighbourhood
Planning. Introduced as one of the new powers
for communities under the Localism Act,
Neighbourhood Planning gives Parish and
Town Councils an opportunity to create a
spatial plan for their area.

There is still some confusion as to how
Neighbourhood Planning and Community Led
Planning fit together and ACT has produced a
guidance sheet in partnership with Cumbria
Association of Local Councils (CALC) that sets
out the differences and the links between the
two.

The guidance sheet ‘Community Led Planning
and Neighbourhood Planning’ is available to
download from the ACT website here:
www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/resources/
guidance_sheets

A number of
communities in
Cumbria are piloting
Neighbourhood
Planning as
‘frontrunners’ with
funding from the
Department of
Communities and
Local Government.
These are listed
below with their
planning authority;

Cockermouth (Allerdale)

Upper Eden (Eden)

Coniston and Torver (Lake District National
Park )

Heversham and Hincaster (South Lakeland)

Community Led Planning
in Cumbria

Many communities are currently working on
producing Community Led Plans; both new
Plans and revising existing ones. If you would
like to know who is working on Plans in your
area, please contact your local Development
Officer (see back page for details).

Newly Started Plans:

South Lakeland - Kendal (Fellside)

Newly Completed Plans:

Copeland

Gosforth Parish Plan 2012

Millom Community Action Plan 2012

Seascale Community Plan 2012

Funding

Don’t forget, ACT still has funding available for
Community Led Planning groups. Grants of up
to £500 are available to help produce a Plan.
Contact your Development Officer for more
information (see back page for details).

Community Planning groups may also want to
consider applying to the Big Lottery Awards for
All grant fund. More details can be found on
their website: www.awardsforall.org.uk

Want to see other Completed Plans?

Completed Community Plans are available to
read on the ACT website by searching under
the Parish name. Please contact us if you find
your Plan is not listed (see back page for
contact details).

www.cumbriaaction.org.uk

Community Led Planning & Development
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Case Study:
Lakes Parish Council

Managing Public Toilets

Community

Lakes Parish has the largest land area of any
parish in South Lakeland District, covering
13,428 hectares. It has a population of
approximately 7,300 and covers some of the
most visited areas of the Lake District National
Park including: Grasmere, Ambleside,
Troutbeck and Langdale. Tourism is a
mainstay of the local economy.

Background

Prior to 2011 South Lakeland District Council
(SLDC), Lake District National Park Authority
(LDNPA) and National Trust all ran public
toilets in Lakes Parish. The biggest provider
was SLDC with six toilets across Grasmere,
Ambleside and Chapel Stile in Langdale.

In 2010 and 2011 SLDC reviewed their
portofolio of public toilets and decided to
continue to run some, but not all those in Lakes
Parish. Four were scheduled for closure.

The Project

Lakes Parish Council had been subsidising the
SLDC run toilets by £13,000 per year and felt
that, in an area with many visitors, they were
essential. In April 2011 the Parish Council took
over the running of three of the four toilets due
to be closed; two in Ambleside and one in
Chapel Stile.

What has been achieved?

Taking on additional assets

Following the Parish Council’s early success
with managing the toilets SLDC transferred
their Grasmere toilet and remaining Ambleside
toilet to them on 1st April 2012. SLDC now no
longer runs any of the toilets in the parish.

In addition, since April 2012 the Parish Council
has taken on the management of White Platts
recreation ground in Ambleside which is also
owned by SLDC. The recreation ground
contains tennis courts, crazy golf, bowling,
gardens and toilets and should bring in
approximately £30,000 profit annually which
will subsidise the public toilets in the parish.
Any surplus above £30k net profit will be
shared equally with SLDC.

The Parish Council have started a programme
of toilet refurbishment during 2012 and users
will be charged 20p which will help to cover
running costs in the future.

Improved services

Local people and visitors will benefit from both
the toilets remaining open, and improved
facilities following the refurbishment process.

The Learning

The Parish Council has developed different
solutions for different toilets.

For example the Chapel Stile toilets are run as
a partnership between the Parish Council,
Langdale Valley Association (a local
community group) and Langdale Leisure (a
local hotel and timeshare business) with
volunteers opening and closing
the toilets and the hotel providing cleaners. The
Parish Council provides funding towards the
cost of cleaning and pays for the rates, water,
electricity and toilet roll.

In another case, a set of toilets in a car park
opposite a garden centre remains closed but
an agreement has been reached for the garden
centre’s toilets to be used by car park users.

Community Assets

White Platts Recreation Ground, Ambleside
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The Parish Council has been able to implement
local solutions to the management of the
assets they’ve taken on and have sub-
contracted cleaning and other work to local
companies or individuals. They experiment in
keeping costs down, such as providing single
sheet toilet roll dispensers rather than jumbo
rolls of paper, which encourage users to be
more economical in their usage!

To date improvement costs have been covered
with funding from SLDC, a grant from a local
charity: Ambleside Welfare Charity, which
owns the building one of the sets of toilets are
located in, and a one-off rise in the precept.

The Parish Council Clerk has had to work an
additional six hours per week to accommodate
his increased workload and, on occasion, has
needed to work outside his usual hours. When
one user got locked in a toilet in the evening
the Clerk was contacted and had to find a local
key holder who could let them out.

The Parish Council has been empowered to
take on additional responsibilities and may
consider running other services in the future.
They have had a productive relationship with
SLDC throughout the process and on
occasions when they have wanted to take a
different approach, have continued to find ways
to work together.

Contact details

Michael Johnson, Clerk to Lakes Parish
Council Tel: 015394 31656
Email: lakesparishclerk@yahoo.co.uk

Question: Can a Parish / Town Council buy
equipment on behalf of a village hall so they do
not have to pay VAT? Is this legal?

Answer: As a general rule, a local council
cannot use its right to a refund of VAT to
benefit other bodies by acting as their agent. It
is an unlawful evasion of VAT for a council to
purchase something on behalf of an
independent village hall committee, claim the
VAT and obtain reimbursement from the
committee (before or after the purchase).

There are two exceptions to the rule. Firstly,
where the council is given funds for specified
purposes it may reclaim VAT on purchases
subject to certain conditions and, second, a
council may purchase goods or services and
donate them to a voluntary body, but without
receiving any reimbursement.

VAT is a complex area, for more information
Parish Councils can contact CALC on Tel:
01768812141 or Email: office@calc.org.uk

Community Assets

ACT Community Assets
Advice Service

The Community Assets Advice Service exists
to help keep Village Hall and Community
Building Management Committee members up
to date and well informed of any changes
relating to them.

It also enables us to feed back at regional and
national level the needs and concerns as a
collective voice.

If you have a query or concern please contact
ACT on Tel: 01768 840827
Email: info@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Chapel Stile Toilets
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VAT on fuel and
power supplies

As charitable organisations, Community
Assets / Village Halls should be charged VAT
at the reduced rate of 5%, as opposed to the
standard rate of 20%. There are two conditions
that need to be adhered to in order to ensure
that the reduced rate of 5% is still applicable:

De minimis limits

Business and non-business activity ratio

De minimis limits

The reduced rate will always apply to fuel and
power supplies which are below the de minimis
limits of:

Coal or coke: 1 tonne (purchased as a
domestic customer).

LPG: 20 cylinders (each weighing less than
50 kg).

LPG: 2 tonnes max storage (bulk).

Fuel oil, gas oil or kerosene: 2300 litres.

Wood, peat or charcoal: any amount (not for
resale).

Piped Gas:150 therms per month or 4,397
kwh hrs/mth.

Electricity: 1,000 kW hours a month.

If the supply exceeds these limits, the standard
rate of VAT at 20% will apply, unless the
Management Committee has declared to the
supply company that all or the majority of the
use is for qualifying non-business activity.
Some halls might benefit from joining bulk
purchase schemes to minimise their VAT
liability, whilst still benefiting from bulk
discounts.

Business and non-business activity

Under the Finance Acts 1993 and 1997,
charities whose fuel is used “otherwise than in
the course or furtherance of a business” for at
least 60% of its actual use, can receive all their
fuel or power supplies at the reduced rate (5%)
VAT.

According to Her Majesty’s Revenue and
Customs (HMRC) the following activities are
classed as Business Use:

Hiring for private events (includes children’s
parties, weddings etc) or commercial use.

Fund-raising activities where goods or
services are given in return for payment, such
as admission fee, catering, and jumble sale.

Use for which rent is payable under a lease or
occupation licence (parts used for domestic
accommodation are always entitled to receive
reduced rate fuel and power).

Other hiring for which payment is compulsory.

And Non-Business Activity:

Use for which no charge is made.

Use for which the only income is a non-
business grant.

Use for which no charge is made but a
voluntary donation is received.

The provision of welfare services to all
distressed people for the relief of their
distress, and if provided consistently below
cost, i.e. at least 15%.

If the non-business use of a hall is below 60%
of total usage, the proportion of the supply
which is for non-business use can be supplied
at the reduced rate. For example if 45% of use
is non-business, 45% can be supplied at the
reduced rate and 55% can be supplied at the
standard rate. It is important to calculate the
proportion of business/non-business use in
relation to the actual hours that the hall is in
use.

Most suppliers write to the Management
Committees asking them to declare the ratio for
business/non-business uses, and most of them
issue a standard form for this purpose. Careful
arrangement of the usage of the hall can
maximise the amount of non-business use,
therefore reducing the overall expenditure.

The ACRE Village Hall Information Sheet 26
Coping with VAT on fuel and power supplies
covers this subject in greater detail.

Community Assets
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Community Assets
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Localism -
From Theory to Practice

Cumbria Rural Forum, in collaboration with
ACT, Cumbria Association of Local Councils
(CALC) and Cumbria County Council, recently
hosted an event to explore four important new
rights conferred upon local communities by the
Localism Act 2011.

The Localism Act sets out new rights for
communities to:

Express interest in running services

 Identify and bid for land and buildings valued
by the community

Plan the development of their area

Undertake development for the community

The conference drew upon practical examples
of local action to illustrate the opportunities and
challenges that these new rights present.

Delegates were then invited to highlight the
greatest challenges that they anticipated in
applying their new rights, helping to inform
participating organisations about priorities in
targeting support.

The participation of CALC in planning and
delivering the conference highlights the critical
place of Town and Parish Councils in taking
forward the localism agenda within their
communities.

A full Briefing Paper for the event is available
online here: www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/
what_we_do/cumbria_rural_forum

Whole Valley Planning

ACT has been commissioned by the Lake
District National Park Partnership (through its
Investing in Communities programme) to
facilitate two new whole valley planning
initiatives in Wasdale and Ullswater, alongside
current work in Borrowdale.

The work undertaken in Borrowdale during
2010 and 2011 had produced A River Derwent
River Management Plan which identified
hotspots requiring flood mitigation attention.
The whole valley planning group has
undertaken two ‘Flood Defence Consent
Applications’ which will need to be fulfilled in
the ‘ecological window’ of June-September.
These interventions are being planned as
training sessions which can involve famers
from other valleys facing similar water
management problems.

In Wasdale, the local community and agencies
face a number of visitor management
problems, including the increasingly popular
Three Peaks challenge which can mean many
people arriving in the area in the middle of the
night. A new whole valley planning group has
identified short, medium and long term
challenges, and is preparing a project proposal
for a Wasdale Visitor Management Plan. This
will focus on the Wasdale catchment but will
also link into the coastal hinterland.

In Ullswater, the five parishes of Patterdale,
Barton, Dacre, Matterdale, and Martindale have
been working with ACT to identify the
challenges they face within the catchment.
They will then invite businesses, landowners
and agencies to become involved in a
catchment action-based group which will agree
priorities and then agree ways of tackling these
together. In all this work ACT also works
closely with the National Park Rangers.

For more information please contact Dr Terry
McCormick at ACT (see back page for details).

ACT Project Updates and Upcoming Events
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Emergency and Recovery
Planning for Communities

Local community groups, agencies and local
authorities attended a conference on 16 May to
learn about the benefits of emergency and
recovery planning, and to find out how they
could work together when faced with an
emergency situation such as a flood or other
extreme event.

‘The Power for Change: Emergency and
Recovery Planning for Communities’
conference was run by ACT in partnership
with Cumbria County Council, Cumbria
Community Voluntary Services, the
Environment Agency and the Cabinet Office.

Cumbria is no stranger to emergency situations
caused by extremes in weather. In November
2009, the county experienced a deluge of rain
leading to widespread flooding. Since then
ACT has been working with communities to
emphasise the importance of emergency and
recovery planning, helping to ensure they are
prepared for such an event in the future.

The event included key note speeches from
Chief Superintendent Steve Johnson, Cumbria
Constabulary, and Dr Terry McCormick from
ACT. There were practical workshops and a
session explaining how local communities can
work with the local media during an emergency
situation.

ACT launched a new ten step process to help
communities produce their own action plans for
emergencies. A full toolkit will be available in
July 2012. For more information contact Dr
Terry McCormick (see back page for details).

ACT Project Updates and Upcoming Events

Audit Committee
Member wanted

ACT Trustees are setting up an Audit
Committee and are looking to recruit a
volunteer, who is external and independent of
the Charity, to be involved. So if you have Audit
experience we would love to hear from you.

The purpose of the Audit Committee is to
ensure there is a framework for accountability;
for examining and reviewing all systems and
methods of control, including risk analysis and
risk management; and for ensuring the Charity
is complying with all aspects of the law, relevant
regulations and good practice.

The Committee will meet quarterly and be
made up of a minimum of 3 Members, of whom
at least 1 is external. If you are interested in
being involved or finding out more please
contact Alison Gerke on Tel: 01768 242130 or
Email alisongerke@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Hill Farming Matters
14 June, 10.30am - 3pm

Low Beckside Farm, Mungrisdale
and Mungrisdale Village Hall, Penrith

Learn more about what’s on offer in Cumbria to
encourage and sustain education in hill farming,
from Newton Rigg College and its upland farm,
Low Beckside. The event will include brief
presentations, farm tours, and workshops.

Tickets include lunch and refreshments. For
information or to reserve a place, contact Dani
Hudson Tel: 01768 869511, Email:
danihudson@cumbriaaction.org.uk
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Paths for Communities (P4C)
launched

Paths for Communities, a new funding scheme
to develop and enhance the network of Public
Rights of Way (PROW) in England in order to
deliver benefits to rural areas, has been
launched.

Local community partnerships are eligible to
bid to Natural England for funds. The aim of
P4C is to encourage and support local
communities to work with land owners to make
improvements to the network of Public Rights
of Way. In all cases P4C projects must include
some element of new Public Right of Way
creation. P4C is funded by the Rural
Development Programme for England (RDPE)
so each P4C project must deliver some of its
benefit in a defined rural area.

For more information, please visit the Natural
England website: www.naturalengland.org.uk/
ourwork/access/rightsofway/p4c.aspx

Improvements to the policy
and legal framework for

public rights of way

Defra is currently seeking views on a proposed
package of changes to the processes for
recording, diverting and extinguishing public
rights of way. Feedback will be used to inform
Government decisions on whether and how to
implement the various proposals for
improvement as outlined in the following
consultation document.

The consultation covers England only, and is
likely to be of interest to all people who have
an interest in public rights of way, including:
landowners; local authorities; rights of way
user representative bodies; and conservation
bodies. The consultation is due to run until 06
August 2012.

For more information, please visit the Defra
website: www.defra.gov.uk/consult/files/crow-
consult-doc-120116.pdf

ACRE Headlines

These are a selection of headline articles taken from the ACRE website over the past few
weeks. More information can be found at: www.acre.org.uk

Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) is the national umbrella of the Rural
Community Action Network (RCAN), which operates at national, regional and local level in
support of rural communities across the country.

Through this fund, Sport England aims to
provide capital grants to help refurbish or
upgrade sports facilities, or convert an existing
building into a venue suitable for sport and
accessible to the whole community.

To qualify for this competitive fund, applicants
will need to show how the project will keep
and, ideally, attract more people to sport,
demonstrate that it is needed and wanted by

the local community and explain how it will
cover its running costs and remain open for
sporting use for years to come. The next round
closes on 17 September 2012.

For more information, please visit the Inspired
Facilities website:
inspiredfacilities.sportengland.org/about/what-
is-inspired-facilities

Inspired Facilities Fund
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How to promote and manage
rural tourism as part of a

Community Led Plan

ACRE has teamed up with Hidden Britain to
develop a Rural Tourism Topic Sheet for the
Community Led Planning Toolkit.

It is hoped that communities producing
Community Led Plans will be able to use the
new Topic Sheet to think about whether it is
appropriate to develop a tourism strategy for
their area. The Rural Tourism Topic Sheet
considers the importance of tourism for rural
communities, looks at how this can be
considered as part of the broader Community
Led Plan, offers case studies and signposts to
more detailed support and resources.

Maximise the use of buildings
in rural communities

A new Topic Sheet encouraging communities
to consider all buildings as space for
community use has been developed alongside
the Community Led Planning toolkit.

Where a community is in the process of
developing its Community Led Plan it is
important that a collective view of the
availability of all community meeting space is
considered. If the community is small and
resources limited this could lead to a more
focussed examination of how the community
sustains two or more buildings.

The Church of England, The Methodist Church
and The United Reformed Church are all keen
to ensure that where a church building is
underused consideration for its development
alongside, or instead of, the more traditional
halls and buildings is considered.

The case studies in the Topic Sheet provide
excellent examples of what is possible. There
is further information about ACRE's work with
church buildings in the Community Assets
section of the ACRE website.

ACRE’s new resource to
help improve opportunities

for older people

ACRE has compiled another new Topic Sheet
as part of our new Community Led Planning
Toolkit. It is aimed at rural communities
interested in exploring issues and opportunities
for older people in their area.

We expect that communities producing
Community Led Plans will be able to use the
new Supporting Older People Topic Sheet to
think about whether it is right for them to
develop actions for older people in their area
and to give them ideas about what they could
do.

Many rural communities ask what they can do
to help support and benefit older people living
in their areas. Rural communities are typically
older (21% over retirement age compared to
15% in urban areas) and experience particular
challenges, notably access to key services
such as health, which usually become
increasingly important as people age.

ACRE worked closely with Age UK and the
Rural Media Company to produce this Topic
Sheet. We are also working with both
organisations on ‘Over the hill?’ – the
campaign to raise awareness of issues of
ageing in rural areas.

Further information about these and other
Topic Sheets can be found in the
Community Led Planning Toolkit section of
the ACRE website: www.acre.org.uk/our-
work/community-led-planning/Resources/
Community+Guidance/Topic+Sheets.htm

ACRE Headlines
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Foodlink Cumbria
Goes Live

Foodlink Cumbria is part of the Foodlink
Northwest project which encompasses the
whole of the field to fork activities of the local
food chain in the Northwest.

The project is active across the whole of the
region including Cumbria, one of the most
diverse food-producing areas in the country.
Rural Cumbria is noted for its sheep & beef
production together with an established artisan
micro producer base.

The project is supported by individuals,
charities, businesses and not for profit
organisations that recognise the connection
local foods have on the environment,
communities, sustainability, tourism, and
lifestyle choices. Foodlink Cumbria has a new
website which allows you to explore a whole
region of local foods.

Are you a Local Farmer? Grower? Producer?

Are you a community run allotment or garden
with an emphasis on collective growing or
agriculture?

Are you running a local food outlet?

Are you interested in Local Food Shares?
Farmers Markets?

Are you looking for a sustainable lifestyle?

We want to hear from you. There are lots of
ways to get in touch and to get involved visit
the website: www.foodlinkcumbria.org.uk, join
us on Facebook and Twitter, promote and
support your project and business.

For more information contact your Cumbria
Area Coordinator Roe Baker
Email: roe.baker@foodlinkcumbria.org.uk

Green Build Festival

Cumbria Action for Sustainability (CAfS) have
launched their search for this year’s Cumbria
Green Build Festival events where supporters
open their homes, businesses and community
buildings to host events. This year the festival
will run from 15th - 30th September.

We aim to make this year’s festival bigger and
better than last year, so if you’ve got a biomass
boiler you love, or a PV installation you want to
show off, or a whole combination of renewable
technologies get in touch with Georgina. We
would also particularly like to hear from those
of you who have attended previous Green
Build Festival events and been moved to make
changes to your property.

For businesses, the events give a fantastic
opportunity to showcase your services on-site
at the premises of a happy customer. For more
details, email Georgina at CAfS for more
information georgina@cafs.org.uk or go to:
www.cumbriagreenbuild.org.uk/index.php/
events/festival/ for last year’s programme.

Draught Busters

CAfS are also launching the Draught Busters
network, to try to improve the level of draught
proofing in Cumbrian homes.

The network will offer free training, and access
to competitively priced draught proofing
materials, to those people who carry out
maintenance on houses. We are also looking
for community groups who may wish to help
households who are in fuel poverty.

We need your help to get in touch with as
many people as possible who carry out minor
repairs - these handymen often only advertise
locally. Please forward their details to us at:
draughtbusters@cafs.org.uk

Other News
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Village SOS Roadshow 2012

North West:

The Rheged Centre, Penrith

Tuesday 12 June

The Village SOS Roadshow is back and will be
providing information, inspiration and advice to
rural communities across the UK for free.

The events are aimed at communities looking
to set-up their own enterprises and to support
those who are already part of a community
enterprise.

The roadshow includes:

Talks from experts and community
organisers.

 Information about funding from Village SOS
Active.

 Interactive workshops.

One-to-one surgeries and exhibitions.

The chance to share ideas over a
complimentary lunch.

You should attend if you:

Are passionate about rural revival but don’t
know how to kick-start your ideas.

Need advice and input for your enterprise.

Are from a community support organisation
and want to know more.

The Roadshow will provide a fantastic platform
for you and your community to find out how to
start or enhance your community enterprise.

Book your FREE place today:
Website: www.villagesos.org.uk
Tel: 0845 4349123

Cumbria Community
Messaging

Cumbria Community Messaging (CCM),
managed by the Cumbria Neighbourhood
Watch Association (CNWA), offers People and
Communities across Cumbria the means to
receive information from agencies in the
County tailored to their particular preferences
for content, priority and means of
communication.

It is a web based system and registration is
quick, simple and completely free. There are
no contracts, costs or obligations of any kind.
However we will verify that contact email and
address details are correct before enabling
access to the system.

Your personal details will be securely held
under the provisions of the Data Protection Act
and only the people you want to see them can
see them. They will never be shared with
commercial organisations.

By registering on line you are simply agreeing
to receive information but in some areas you
will also be able to report information regarding
potential crime and anti-social behaviour or
other incidents you think are relevant. And
provide helpful feedback to the agencies
supplying information. But if you should change
your mind about your registration, you can
unsubscribe at any time.

Currently the partners providing information are
Cumbria County Council, Cumbria Fire and
Rescue Service, Cumbria Constabulary, and
Cumbria Neighbourhood Watch Association. In
time we hope to have other partners providing
information relevant to your needs.

To start the registration process, simply go to:

www.cumbriacommunitymessaging.co.uk
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CVS Funding Fair
West Cumbria

Diversify, Survive, Succeed
Wednesday 4th July 2012

Energus, Lillyhall

9am - 3.45pm

£20 per delegate

The funding landscape has changed,
especially for third sector organisations. There
is a greater need for all of us to consider ways
of changing to survive.

This funding fair will give your organisation the
chance to consider more sustainable funding,
help you to embrace new opportunities and
face challenges positively.

Limited Free Places

There is a charge for the event but limited free
places are available for groups operating in
Allerdale or Copeland. Conditions below:

Groups must operate in Allerdale and/or
Copeland.

One free place per organisation.

Complete and return booking form and
cheque by Friday 15 June 2012.

All bookings will be confirmed by email. If
allocated a place, you will be notified and
your cheque will be returned on the day of the
event.

The event is being run with funding received
from The Copeland Community Fund and
Cumbria Community Foundation.

For more information about the event and to
download a booking form, please go to:
www.cumbriacvs.org.uk or Email:
west@cumbriacvs.org.uk

Cumbria Rural Housing Trust

Cumbria Rural Housing Trust is an
independent charity, which has worked in
Cumbria for over 25 years, developing
extensive specialist expertise in rural housing
issues and policies, to enable the provision of
local and affordable housing for rural Cumbrian
communities.

We aim to keep rural communities vibrant and
sustainable, socially and economically, by
helping people and communities who need
housing. We work to:

Provide independent rural housing expertise
to communities, public and private sector
partners.

Find out what kind of housing communities
need.

Address the significant threats to community
sustainability of:

 Poor quality social or private rented
homes.

 Increasing levels of second homes,
holiday lets, and empty homes.

 The allocation of existing housing.

 Fuel Poverty.

Support rural communities in their Community
Led Plans, Neighbourhood Planning and
taking forward community actions, e.g. the
Right to Build.

The Cumbria Community Land Trust Project
works with rural communities to help develop
their ambitions for housing and other
community based projects, through the
innovative use of cross-subsidy and other
sources of funding. The project also assists
with legal and business planning advice,
contacting funders and project managers.

If your community or organisation requires any
rural housing support please contact us on Tel:
01768 210264 or Email: email@crht.org.uk
Website: www.crht.org.uk
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Rural Community
Broadband Fund

A second round for Expressions of Interest
under the Rural Community Broadband Fund
(RCBF) is now open from 10 May to 6 July.

The £20m fund is delivered as part of the Rural
Development Programme for England (RDPE).
The RCBF is jointly funded by Defra and
Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) and provides
grants to communities to establish superfast
broadband in hard-to-reach areas.

How to Apply?

Full details of how to apply can be found in the
Applicant’s Handbook which contains important
detailed information to guide you through the
application process, before completing your
Expression of Interest form. Should your
Expression of Interest be approved, you will be
invited to submit a detailed full application,
providing specifics of your proposed solution,
and how it will be established and managed.

It is important to identify local demand for a
service as this is critical in supporting the case
for investment. Applicants are therefore
required to collate data to support their
Expression of Interest through the completion
of a Community Data Book (a simple Excel
spreadsheet) to assist in the roll out.

This data should include technical details such
as what telecoms connections each household
currently has, where the slow spots are etc. It
will help you to understand the need for your
project and the picture on the ground.

ACT can advise you on the application
process, see back page for contact details.

Who can Apply?

You can apply if your community is in a rural
location identified as being in the 10% hard to
reach area covered by your Local Authority's
Local Broadband Plan (LBP), or if the 10%
area is still not clear, you need to demonstrate
that you will be in the 10% of hard to reach
areas in your LBP when finalised.

Acting on behalf of a community, eligible
applicants can be: Social and community
enterprises; Community Interest Companies;
Community trusts; Charities; Private
Businesses (non-Internet Service Providers);
and Other formally constituted groups.

Local Authorities (including Parish and District
Councils) may also apply on behalf of
communities, or act as the managing authority
for an application. Where this is the case, there
must be a clear demonstration of community
engagement and support for the project.

What can be funded under the RCBF?

There is no upper or lower limit to the size of
project or grant investment. However, it is likely
that below a certain threshold projects will not
be economically viable, and projects will be
subject to a value for money assessment.

The fund will provide up to 50% of total 'eligible'
costs to communities located in hard-to-reach
locations who can demonstrate a local need
and a demand for superfast broadband, and
the ability to make it happen at a reasonable
cost. Eligible costs would include: capital
infrastructure establishment costs; and costs
associated with the establishment (but not the
ongoing maintenance) of the new basic
service.

Additional information:

BDUK is developing a Rural Community
Broadband Toolkit containing material to
support the development of local projects,
including the Community Data Book. For more
information and links to the documents
mentioned here, go to:
rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/funding-sources/
rural-community-broadband-fund
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Useful contacts at ACT

This newsletter, and previous editions can be downloaded from the ACT

website: www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/gazette
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Julia Wilson - Project Team Manager
(South Lakes & Furness enquiries)
Direct Tel: 01768 869524
Email: juliawilson@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Hellen Aitken - Development Officer
(Carlisle enquiries)
Direct Tel: 01768 869520
Email: hellenaitken@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Carl Glynn - Development Officer
(Eden enquiries)
Direct Tel: 01768 869525
Email: carlglynn@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Jeff Downham - Development Officer
(West Cumbria enquiries)
Direct Tel: 01768 869526
Email: jeffdownham@cumbriaaction.org.uk

If we’re unavailable and you have an urgent
enquiry please contact ACT reception on:

Terry McCormick - Business Development
Manager
Direct Tel: 01768 869523
Email: terrymccormick@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Claire Hudson - Enterprise Officer & BASIS
Project Coordinator
Direct Tel: 01768 869538
Email: clairehudson@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Claire Watters - BASIS Project Officer
Direct Tel: 01768 869518
Email: clairewatters@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Annie Hamilton-Gibney - Development Officer,
Tebay & Orton Local Distinctiveness
Direct Tel: 01768 869517
Email: annieh-g@cumbriaaction.org.uk

Tel: 01768 840827 Fax: 01768 242134

Email: info@cumbriaaction.org.uk

The ACT Gazette is part
funded by The Big Lottery


