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URSWICK PARISH PLAN

1 Introduction

Located to the east of the A590 trunk road on the Furness Peninsula in Cumbria, the
border of Urswick Parish is 1.7 miles south of Ulverston town centre and 3.4 miles
north of Barrow in Furness town centre. The parish covers 1691 hectares and has a
population of around 1500 people who predominantly live in one of its four villages:
Bardsea, Great Urswick, Little Urswick, and Stainton with Adgarley. The rural
character of the parish is further enhanced by the tiny hamlets of Beckside, Edgehill,
Far Mountbarrow, Hallier How, Hawkfield, Holme Bank, Mascalles, Skeldon Moor,
Skells Lodge and Woodhead.

URSWICK PARISH
ON THE FURNESS

The sheltered valley location of Great Urswick and tam with their backdrop of the Furness Fells beyond.
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Little Urswick with its former school of Elizabethan origin nestling in the rich pastures of rural Low Furmess, with
Black Combe on the far horizon marking the southern boundary of the nearby Lake District mountains.

Stainton with Adgarley across the village green. Stainton Quarry with the village & green top left.

The parish is blessed throughout with a rural beauty which is distinct to this area.
This includes a superb coastline providing access to the broad expanse of sand and the
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dangerous tidal waters of
Morecambe Bay, across which
travellers-of-old once ventured
on foot and by stagecoach to
reach the peninsula. The high
ground of the parish is Birkrigg
Common (136 m), which
affords extensive views of the
Lake District Fells to the North;
the Howgill Fells and Pennines
to the East across Morecambe
Bay; on clear days, the Welsh
mountains to the South; and the
Isle of Man to the West. The
entire parish has retained its
rural character and has survived
unspoilt, despite the extensive haematite mining which took place in the adjoining
area around Lindal in Furness in the 19" century. The mineral extraction there
resulted in the rapid growth of a former fishing hamlet at the southern most point of
the mainland peninsula to become Barrow in Furness, the marine industrial town, now
with a population of around 72,000. Prior to the building of the dock facilities at
Barrow in Furness, some of the haematite ore was shipped from a limestone jetty,
now in ruins, located within the parish at Wadhead Scar, Bardsea.

Towards Bardsea and across Morecambe Bay.

The parish is founded on Carboniferous Limestone which has been sculpted by
glaciers moving south from the Coniston Fells stripping and exposing attractive
outcrops in many places. When they retreated and melted, those same glaciers
deposited a rich till and provided the basis for the fertile soil on which the parish’s
modern agriculture now thrives.

Stone axes, originating
from the Lake District
fells, bear testimony to
human occupation across
the parish dating back to
Neolithic times. An [ron
Age presence is marked
by the stone circles, and
bank and ditch structures
still to be seen across the
parish.  Archaeological
research is  currently
taking place to walidate
the possible presence of a
large and verv early
Christian monastic
Archaeclogy students excavating a site thought to be of Roman origin. settlement, centred in the
vicinity of Urswick Parish
Church, which itself dates back more than 1000 years. Nearby excavations are
believed to relate to an early Roman presence and those involved in this work are
hopeful of being able to maintain a programme of excavations in the parish into the
foreseeable future, believing the area to be of high archaeological significance.
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Notwithstanding the remoteness of the peninsular setting, a large Cistercian
monastery was established in 1147, 1.5 miles to the west of the parish boundary in
‘the vale of deadly nightshade’ and this exercised extensive control over the
surrounding area until the dissolution in 1537. In 1585, Little Urswick became the
location for Urswick Grammar School. This former Free School has a charter, still in
existence, signed by Queen Elizabeth 1. From the mid-1940s, the same school acted
as the Junior School for the local villages and was graced by a visit from Queen
Elizabeth IT in May 1985 to celebrate its 400™ anniversary. In 1994 a new school was
opened by Cumbria County Council, ending 409 years of continuous use and resulting
in a change from the ancient name of Urswick Grammar School to Low Furness
Church of England Primary School. As a larger building, and as implied by its name,
the new school serves an area of the Furness Peninsular stretching beyond the parish
boundary.

Its long history, unique landscape and outstanding beauty provides a quality of life
which is treasured by those privileged to live in the parish. These are qualities which
parishioners seek to preserve, cherishing the fulfilment it brings to their lives, and
concerned that the lives of future generations may be likewise enhanced. This
inaugural Parish Plan is one small step towards that end, both in establishing an action
programme relating to short term improvements, and in making a positive and
forceful statement declaring the parish’s wish to be cared for and preserved by outside
authorities.

The Lake District Fells viewed from the plateau of Skelmore Heads Fort to the north east of Great Urswick.

2 Spiritual Expression and Development

Perhaps the earliest remaining evidence of spirituality in the parish is the Bronze Age
(2500 — 2000 BC) circle of standing stones on Birkrigg Common overlooking Bardsea
and Morecambe Bay, known locally as the Druid’s Circle or Druid’s Temple.

Of  less certain, but possible spiritual
significance, is the large Priapus Stone now
languishing, stripped of the symbolism of ¥=
its vital upstanding form, at the base of a T
roadside wall, the casualty of ‘development’
controlled by distal authorities. This former
centrepiece of village fertility rituals,
attributed to origins in ancient times, was Urswick's Priapus Stone

still smeared with butter and dye, and

decorated with bright cloth and flowers, at summer celebrations in Urswick within
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living memory. Surely, such an ignoble end is unbecoming this former emblematic
stimulant of the passions of our village ancestors, and of their hopes and thanks for
their crops.

In modern times, the Parish has three places of Christian communion.

The church of St. Mary and St. Michael at Urswick is the oldest, dating back at least
1000 years, with accumulating evidence to suggest that it may have succeeded a
proximal monastic settlement. The church contains a rare fragment of an Anglo-
Saxon cross which was found beneath plaster in the church wall in 1911. The ancient
and now rare ceremony of Rushbearing is still retained as an annual event. Rushes
from the tarn are carried in procession through the two Urswick villages before being
scattered on the church floor at a service dedicated for that purpose.

\/

In Bardsea, the imposing skyline church of
Holy Trinity was consecrated in 1853 and in
addition to providing a place of worship for
the local community, it came with a graveyard
for their final resting place. Prior to this, the
dead were carried over Birkrigg Common for
burial at the Parish Church in Urswick.

The third place of worship in the Parish is
known to the villagers of Great Urswick as,
‘the Chapel’. The congregation at this church
are members of the United Reform Church.
Built by village members of the Church of
Christ in about 1920, it is a simple timber
framed structure clad in corrugated sheet, but
inside there are fine wood carvings by the late
Thomas Ashburner. It is capable of
accommodating a congregation of
approximately sixty worshippers.

The two Urswick churches work in close
cooperation, operating a rota of where
services will be held on each Sunday during Anglo-Saxon cross fragment In church of
the month. An annual Songs of Praise service St. Mary & St. Michael, Urswick.

is held in the village, at which Dalton in

Furness Town Band provides the accompanying music. In fine weather, the United
Reform Church hosts this service on their lawn adjoining the tarn, whilst in wet
weather the Parish Church plays host — surely a wonderful example of inter-
denominational cooperation and Christian asset management.

3 Listed Buildings in the Parish

The following are the listed buildings within Urswick Parish:

Grade I: Urswick Church of St. Mary & St. Michael

Grade 1I: Sundial to the south of St. Mary & St. Michael, Urswick
Midtown House, Great Urswick
Well Head House, Little Urswick
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(Gale Monument to the south of St. Mary & 5t. Michael, Urswick
Redmayne Hall and outbuildings, Little Urswick

Stainton Old Hall and adjacent house, Stainton with Adgarley
Bardsea Church of Holy Trinity

Well House, Bardsea

Well Cottage, Bardsea

Bardsea Monument in grounds of Ulverston Golf Club, Bardsea
Holm Bank Cottages, Great Urswick.

4 Educating the Junior Citizens of the Parish

Low Furness Church of |[HES—
England Primary School is ;
located between the two
villages of Great and Little
Urswick. The school
provides education through
to age eleven when children
move to secondary level
education. Children may
optionally enter the
afternoons only Nursery Low Furness Church of England Primary School, Urswick.
section of the school in the

term following their third birthday, moving on to become part of the full time
Reception year following their fourth birthday. The school’s excellent prospectus
includes a comprehensive declaration of its aims, ethos and values. These include,
‘The children are made aware of the responsibilities of being part of a community.
They are encouraged to be involved in the local community and to appreciate the
inter-dependence of our community and the world beyond®. What better than that this
might be considered appropriate to the community as a whole?

The school employs a staff of thirteen including the Head teacher and three other
teachers.

The Governing Body is made up of fourteen members and is Chaired by the vicar of
St. Mary and St. Michael, Urswick Parish Church, which is located close to the
school.

The school had 84 pupils at the beginning of the 2005-6 school year.

Secondary education for the parish is provided at Ulverston Victoria High School, to
where pupils are bussed from all of the villages in the parish.

5 Employment in the Parish

The breakdown of employment within the parish is as follows, noting that these do
not include one person self employed businesses and that jobs are not all taken by
residents of the parish:
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Category of Employment Full time | Part time
Agriculture based on the parish's 13 working farms 26 7
Bardsea industrial estate —
Abacus Playgrounds Ltd. 8
Kingfisher Chemicals Ltd. B
Concrete products — Neil Price Litd. 5
Education — Low Furness Church of England Primary School 4 9
Engineering — Driveline Engineering Ltd. 4 2 |
Farriery — South Lakes Farriery Practice 3 |
Garage — Longrigg Service Station, Little Urswick 3
Kennels & Cattery — Verstone Boarding Kennels and Cattery 2 1
f’__ubsfcatering establishments — Bardsea, Great Urswick, Stainton 18 33
i Ready mix concrete — Hanson Aggregates 3
Retirement home 9 5
Shop & Post Office — Great Urswick 1 2
Stainton Quarry — Employed by Tarmac Northern Ltd. 9
Further jobs consequential to Quarry operations (estimated) 11
Stone work and landscaping T
Sub-sea Systems — Link Subsea Ltd. ¥a 4 2
Ulverston Golf Club including catering - 8 13

As a rural community, there is no major industrial employer in Urswick Parish.

Agriculture — With the exception of small areas of woodland, the quarry at Stainton
with Adgarley and the land occupied by Ulverston Golf Club, the entire parish outside
of its four villages, is under agriculture. Dairy, beef and sheep farming are dominant,
with only small areas producing cereals or arable crops.

Chemicals — Kingfisher Chemicals Ltd. are located on the small industrial estate at
Bardsea where dust free recycled paper is manufactured for use in animal bedding.

Concrete Products — Located within Stainton Quarry, the block production plant of
Neil Price Ltd. produces dense solid building blocks for the Furness and South Lakes
areas. The plant is semi automatic with modern batching and mixing facilities and can
produce 40,000 blocks per week.

Engineering — Driveline Engineering Ltd., are transmission engineers located at
Harbarrow Farm, Stainton with Adgarley.

Farriery — South Lakes Farriery Practice is located at the Beckside Forge where
shoes are hand made to support the mobile general, remedial and surgical shoeing
service.

Playground Products — Abacus Playgrounds Ltd. operate from the Bardsea industrial
estate and are involved in the installation of playground safety surfaces and
equipment.

Pubs and Catering — Over recent years there has been a decline in the number of
pubs in the parish, Little Urswick now being ‘dry’. However, the number of facilities
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offering restaurant services has expanded as car ownership and disposable incomes
have increased.

Ready Mix Concrete — This industry operates on land leased within Stainton Quarry,
using modern high technology plant which produces up to 18000 cubic metres of
concrete per year. It uses sand from nearby Roose and limestone aggregate from
Stainton Quarry. The output from the plant is used as far away as South Lakeland and
the southern region of West Cumbria. A modern exit from the quarry to the west of
Stainton with Adgarley makes it unnecessary for associated commercial traffic to
travel through the villages of the parish.

Retirement Home — Conishead Grange Retirement Home, Bardsea, offers residential
care for 17 residents in a Victorian house set in 3 acres of grounds overlooking
Morecambe Bay.

Stainton Quarry — The quarry is made up of two originally separate limestone
quarries, Crown Quarry and Devonshire Quarry, which have been worked for over a
century. The area now worked is the former Crown Quarry where the Park Limestone
Formation is quarried. The high chemical purity of this strata has enabled an export
market to be developed, amounting to around 45% of the quarry’s quarter million
tonne annual output. This ships through the dock facilities at Barrow in Furness to
Sweden where it is processed for paper making, burnt lime, the manufacture of
acetylene gas, and toothpaste. Of the balance of production, 30% is used as an
aggregate in concrete and 25% for road bases. The Devonshire Quarry section is in
the Urswick Limestone Formation, a strata of lower chemical purity immediately
above the Park Limestone Formation. Both of these strata may be seen on Birkrigg
Common. The quarry occupies 75 hectares and existing removal licences are
expected to enable the quarry to operate for at least the next eighty vears.

Stonework and Landscaping — A revival of awareness of the distinct character in the
vernacular building methods of the district has resulted in demand for those skilled in
the crafts of dry-stone construction, associated groundwork and landscaping. Two
small but growing businesses have emerged in the parish which have not only created
employment, but also contributed towards uplifting the aesthetic of the district by
their labours.

Subsea Systems — Located at Harbarrow Farm, Stainton with Adgarley, Link Subsea
Ltd. are in the business of underwater connectors and diver communication systems.

6 Services in the Parish

Garage and Petrol Station — Longrigg Service Station, unobtrusively located in a
long disused limestone quarry at the edge of Little Urswick, provides repair, tyre
replacement and MOT services to the motoring public, together with a two pump
petrol and diesel filling service.

Post Offices — In Bardsea, the village Post Office opens one and a half days each
week. Great Urswick Post Office is a module within the village shop and opens
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. plus Saturday until noon. Stainton with Adgarley
and Little Urswick are without Post Offices, notwithstanding that Little Urswick had
this service in former years.
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Public Transport — A bus service, financed and subsidised by Cumbria County
Council, and operated by Stagecoach, is provided on separate routes between
Ulverston and Barrow in Furness passing through all the villages of the parish. Both
services operate Monday to Saturday only. Route 10 services pass through Great
Urswick, Little Urswick and Stainton with Adgarley, making nine journeys in the
direction of Barrow each day and ten in the direction of Ulverston. Route 11 services
pass through Bardsea, making ten return journeys each day. Services on both routes
commence at approximately 07:00 each day and the last service commences at 20:00.
Data provided by Cumbria County Council has indicated how little the services are
actually used over their entire route, particularly at each end of the day. Passenger
trends are in decline. A once weekly, free return bus service, also operated by
Stagecoach, is provided to all villages in the parish by Booths Supermarket in
Ulverston. This is much used and provides for a social gathering as well as
facilitating shopping for the elderly, who are grateful for the service.

Shops — The only shop within the parish is located in Great Urswick. It opens
7.30 am. to 10 p.m. Monday to Saturday and 7.30 a.m. to noon on Sundays. Those
who rely on public transport are otherwise largely dependent on shops in either
Ulverston or Barrow in Furness.

7 Parish Amenities

Birkrigg Common — The bracken covered high ground of the parish, constantly
grazed by the sheep of adjoining landowners, provides numerous natural grass
pathways which are regularly used by both serious walkers and by those who simply
enjoy a leisurely stroll with a superb vista in all directions.

Coast — The coastal strip within Urswick Parish is particularly attractive and popular
with walkers, sun lovers and the very many who just enjoy parking their cars and
taking in the magnificent and ever changing views across Morecambe Bay. The
interesting geological feature of Wadhead Scar, sadly being eroded by storm tides and
the weather, bears testimony to the glacial processes which shaped the parish.

Footpaths — The parish is criss-crossed by an extensive network of public footpaths
and some bridleways. Many of these originate in ancient times, still more being the
routes followed by miners as they walked to and from their arduous work in the
haematite mines around Lindal in Furness.

Ulverston Golf Club — Urswick Parish has been the home of this club since 1910.
The club is just to the north of Bardsea village and occupies a 77 hectare parkland
location which affords magnificent views over the surrounding countryside and
Morecambe Bay. The 71 par competition course is 5670 metres in length and may be
examined hole by hole at hitp:/ulverstongolf.dyndns.biz/course.asp

Urswick Tarn — The 5.7 hectare tarn, of glacial origin, around which Great Urswick
is built, provides an outstanding focal point for the village. The tarn is a rich
ecological treasure chest sustained by pure waters from aquifers draining from the
surrounding limestone high ground. In former years, when the village communities of
the district enjoyed a sustained continuity far greater than in modern time, the
residents of Urswick were referred to as Ossick Coots due to the large population of
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coots on the tarn. The tarn is the subject of an ancient legend which speaks of an old
village long lost beneath its depths, the consequence of a gigantic flood brought on by
the *... slanderous speech [of village women)], from tongues that spat out venom black
as night, poisoned the days, tattler and gadabouts, casting an evil eye on all’.

Village Halls — The parish is well provided for with
function halls. At Bardsea, the newly refurbished Malt
Kiln, originating from an 1829 building which formed
part of the Well Wood estate, provides excellent facilities
for the villagers. Also in Bardsea are the facilities of the
old School Room. Urswick has the facilities of both the
Recreation Hall, and the Parish Room, formerly officially
and still affectionately known as the Sunday School.
Urswick Recreation Hall was built in 1929 by the
villagers themselves, on land donated by a Little Urswick
farmer. They purchased second hand curved bricks from
the demolished high chimney at Lowfield Mine, Lindal
in Furness for £1.12 per thousand, transported them to
Urswick and then cleaned the bricks prior to constructing
the hall. Stainton with Adgarley is served by its own
Recreation Hall. Originally constructed in 1902 as
Stainton Congregational Church, it was sold to Trustees
in 1953. All of these facilities in the parish are
extensively used and play a key part in enabling the
communal activities of the parish to flourish.

Bardsea's School Room.

Urswick ‘Sunday School' provides a back drop to the 2008 centennial Stainton with Adgarley
rushbearing procession. Recreation Hall.
8 Community Groups and Associations

The parish community appears to be very active when gauged by the number of
fraternal groups which meet. Many sections of the community are well served should
they wish to avail of what is on offer, but for some, particularly teenagers and young
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adults, there are few opportunities for any form of structured socialising with their
peers.

Badminton — Urswick Badminton Club has been in existence for over 60 years,
meeting weekly throughout the winter in Urswick Recreation Hall. Membership
spans early teens to those whose tenacity now triumphs over judgement. Fun and
exercise are the theme of club nights, but the club also has a fine record in
competition in both the Ulverston Badminton League and the Barrow Badminton
League.

Girlguiding — Both Rainbows (aged 5-7) and Brownies (aged 7-10) meet weekly in
Urswick. The Rainbows, with 15 girls, commenced in 2005, but the Brownies have
been associated with Urswick since at least the 1940s. The present Brownie Pack has
been meeting continuously since 1977 and currently has 18 members. Each Pack is
led by 3 adults plus an older former member who is following the leadership scheme
operated by the Guide Association.

Hidden Light — Low Furness — This Association has the objectives of:

. Working sensitively in a partnership between church and community, local
tourism initiatives and rural businesses in promoting Low Furness and its unique
nature.

2.  Bringing long-term, sustainable economic benefits and to stimulate local
opportunities in Low Furness through programmes and events which reveal the
*hidden gems’ and rich and varied history of the area.

3.  Operating for the general benefit of the Low Furness community.

4.  Maintaining links with other Associations and like-minded bodies.

Little Urswick Village Green Committee — This Committee was established in 2004
with the singular objective of maintaining the village green in Little Urswick,
formally known to the locals as the School Green, in accordance with a constitution
approved and periodically reviewed by Urswick Parish Council.

Saturday Morning "Pop Inn" — This weekly event is held in the Sunday School at
Urswick and provides a meeting place for villagers and also generates funds for the
upkeep of that building. A genial chat is helped along by what is rumoured to be the
best baking on the peninsular and a cup of tea or coffee

Stainton Friendship Club — This popular club, much enjoyed by the senior citizens,
has around 50 members from the surrounding villages. They meet monthly and are
served a light lunch followed by entertainment of some form, most commonly a
speaker. Outings are organised during the year and an annual holiday is arranged.
Even trips ‘abroad’ have taken place in the past when their destination was the Isle of
Man.

The Tarn Supper Club — Formed in 1995 and with around twenty members, this
club has the objective of promoting members’ social and intellectual well-being
through Christian companionship and discussion, having in mind the Club’s original
foundation as a society for male members of Furness churches.

Urswick Line Dancers — Reputed to be the social event of the parish, this group has
been meeting on a weekly basis since April 2002 and goes from strength to strength.
The frequent Party Evenings and Pie and Peas Evenings add to the conviviality of this
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energetic group, whose Christmas Party is so highly rated that Father Christmas
always makes a special journey to attend.

Urswick Parent and Toddler Group — This group caters for babies and children up
to 4 years old and is regularly attended by 10 to 15 parents for the two hour weekly
meetings. Operating under the flagship of Home-Start, the group is run by local
volunteers and provides an opportunity for both children and parents to socialise.

Urswick Playground Association — Occupying land owned by the Association, this
registered charity aims to provide and maintain a playground primarily for the
children of Great Urswick and Little Urswick. In 2003 the majority of equipment was
declared unsafe and was subsequently removed. Since that time a major fundraising
campaign has generated over £17,000, but considerably more is still required.

Urswick Tarn Association — The tarn is owned by Urswick Parish Council which
decided to lease it to a dedicated Association back in 1968. The tarn is managed by
the Association under the terms of its lease and in accordance with its own
constitution  which s
approved by the Parish
Council. It manages the
fishing on the tarn wvia a
permit system and similarly
regulates the use of boats.
Caring for the natural
environment in and around
the tarn is a time consuming
task for the dedicated band
of volunteers who regularly
commit their time and
energy. The result of this
effort is a pristine gem of
aquatic ecology, of which
the parish is justifiably proud.

Women’s Institute — The parish has two very active Women’s Institute groups. The
Bardsea W1 was formed 51 years ago and has a membership of 33. The Urswick WI
was founded in 1960 and has 54 members. The groups meet monthly in their
respective village halls where the balance between business and companionship is
nurtured and sustained by an occasional cup of tea.

9 Surveys of Parish Residents’ Concerns and Aspirations

The surveying of parishioners’ concerns and aspirations for the future of the parish
commenced in 2003 when the Parish Council circulated a questionnaire to every
household seeking their opinion on a wide range of topics concerning the parish. The
results of this survey were consolidated for the Parish Council who proceeded in 2004
to form a Steering Committee for compiling a Parish Plan. The various interest
groups and associations operating within the parish were invited to nominate a
member to join this Steering Committee and to attend an introductory meeting to learn
about the reasons for creating a Parish Plan and what the task would involve.
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