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Who are the Parish Council?

Litte Clifton Parish Council is made up of local
people and is the lowliest, and most local form
of government and is only concerned with our
Parish. Like all Parish Councils, it has some
modest powers of its own, including the power
to "precept" for funds to be used within the
Parish. This money is collected as part of the
Council Tax and is shown on the annual Council
Tax bill issued to each house by Allerdale
Borough Council. The Parish Council can make
up for what it may lack in power, by being an
effective voice for the community; on issues
such as traffic, planning and policing.

Little Clifton Parish Council is made up of nine
councillors. As there were fewer than nine can-
didates at the last election no election was held,
and, when necessary the Parish Council can co-
opt new members to keep up numbers. Parish
Councillors are unpaid and no qualifications are
required, although the Government expects
increasingly high standards of representation
from Parish Councils. These days it is necessary
to employ a part-time Clerk of some expertise
to cope with the administrative workload. The
Clerk is not one of the Councillors, and the post
requires a fair salary.

The Parish Council meets at the Village Hall
every month, usually the second Wednesday at
7pm. Members of the public are welcome to
attend any meeting and there is always an
opportunity for members of the public to speak.

What is the Parish Plan?

LitHe Clifton Parish Council has consulted the
community over the last two years and drawn
up this "Parish Plan" document as a review of
the community as it is now, and to set out what
the community can do in the future. The Parish
Plan is intended to discuss:

e issues that are important to our community,

that are also

Background to the Parish Plan

e issues that can be responded to as a
community.

At the same time, it was also hoped that the

Parish Plan exercise itself would contribute to

the community spirit and encourage more folk

to become involved in the life of Little Clifton.

The Paiish Flan began with a diop-in day at the
Village Hall in May 2003 when a lot of com-
ments and ideas came in. A questionnaire was
sent to every household in Little Clifton Parish,
and also in Mepgill and the part of Bridgefoot
which is actually in Greysouthen Parish but is
part of the same community. In October 2003,
59 completed forms were collected - a response
rate of just under one-third; a summary of the
results was then distributed to every household.
Further public meetings were held in May 2004
and in April 2005. These consultations have
helped the Parish Council to produce this Parish
Plan, which in turn will help to tackle the issues
identified over the next few years.

The last local survey along the lines of the
Parish Plan resulted in a report called "Your vil-
lage and you - Little Clifton and District", which
was published in 1981. Since then, the total
population of the Parish is virtually unchanged.
Some of the same concerns remain - the condi-
tion of footpaths, the need for local policing,
dissatisfaction with bus services. There are
some visible changes in the last quarter centu-
ry. The conversions of the school at Chapel
Brow and the Greyhound pub in Little Clifton
into private houses; the expansion of the
Melbreak Hotel; the Stainburn bypass ending at
the roundabout at the A66/A595 junction. A
quarter of a century ago the report authors
noted the rising oil prices and worried that the
lack of employment in the Parish would mean
that families would leave the community to
move nearer to jobs in Workington and
Whitehaven. However, with our ever-greater
reliance on travel by car and with 26 new hous-
es under construction in Little Clifton in 2005,
this fear has not been realised and almost the
opposite is true - at least for now.



Little Clifton is a small parish in area, the largest
part lying between Lostrigg Beck to the west
and the River Marron, which the eastern Parish
boundary closely follows. The Parish extends
south towards Stargill and a short reach of the
River Derwent forms the northern boundary.
Although we have our rivers and riverbanks, the
high ground in the Parish draws the eye across
open country to the lakeland fells.

Although the two Cliftons are combined in one
ecclesiastical parish, Great Clifton is a separate
civil parish. Little Clifton Parish is also small in
population, recorded as 391 in the 2001 census,
which is lower than the census figures for the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The resi-
dents of part of Bridgefoot (principally

Bridgefoot west of the Marron), Chapel Brow,
Crossbarrow as well as Little Clifton itself are all
within Little Clifton Parish, plus a very few out-
lying homes towards Oldfield (hump back)
Bridge.

The part of Bridgefoot that is east of the old
railway line and the community of Nepgill both
lie in Greysouthen Parish, but are socially and
geographically more closely linked to Little
Clifton Parish. It was therefore agreed to deal
with this part of Greysouthen Parish in the Little
Clifton Parish Plan. The Parish has no clearly
defined village, and perhaps local poet Derwent
Pickering got it about right when he described
the community as "cluster'd hamlets".

A little history of Little Clifton ~

St. Luke's Church overlooks much of the com-
munity. The Church has more history than its
Victorian stone walls might suggest. Inside St.
Luke's there are beasts, with a naked human
rider. This is an image on the upper part of the
shaft of a sandstone cross. This stone was
found when the current Church was rebuilt in
1900, after serving for centuries as a door lin-
tel. Two more interlaced beasts with another
rider dominate the lower carving, with another
figure with halo or long hair bound by interlaced
animals, that may represent Christ, but could
also be interpreted as one of several characters
from Scandinavian mythology. This work
reflects the "Jellinge" style of long and reptile-
like animals, curling among the twists of their
own tails, named after Jellinge in Denmark,
where it was the common style after about
930AD. The stone surviving at St. Luke's in the
21st century was probably quarried from the
banks of the Derwent, then carved with symbol-
ism, as an elaborate Norse gravestone, and set
up at the site of St. Luke's in the tenth century.
It is surely the oldest manmade thing in the
Parish,
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Reverend Richard 1.S. Watson researched and
wrote a local history called "Cumberland's
Clifton" when he was vicar of St. Luke's in 1970.
On the origins of the Church, Rev'd Watson
explained that “the present church houses a
doorway made up in 1778 of an ancient church,
now vanished...it is of Norman origin and shows
us that a Chapel stood here in Norman times.
Ancther mark of Norman origin is to be seen in
the small cross on the east end of the roof. This
is the cross that stood on the Norman church."”
Rev'd Watson's research found ecclesiastical
and tax records for Clifton from as early as the
12th century and he nhoped his efforts might
perhaps inspire other local historians.

The great change in the life of Little Clifton
began in the late 17th and early 18th century as
the land-owning Curwens and Lowthers began
to exploit what would become the West
Cumberland coalfield. At different times various
pits were sunk including near the Marron, and
at Chapel Brow, to reach the local coal seams.
Mining was eventually the most significant local
employment in what had been an agricultural
community. The last mine engineering in the
Parish was a drift access to the underground
workings at Clifton Pit (William Pit at Great
Clifton) opened up near Cinderbanks, Little
Clifton. This drift was only used for few years
before 1960, when Clifton Pit closed.

Robinson - Rob - Dixon was born in 1934, at
Marron Lane, where he still lives. He recollects
a very close community spirit in the days of
Clifton Pit, linked to so many working lives
being spent together down the pit and on the
pit top. This meant that everybody knew each
other, that people walked in and out of houses,
and folk knew who to rely on and who, perhaps,
not to rely on. The legacy left by generations
of miners is mainly hidden underground, but
can resurface. The resident of number 30
Nepagill once came out to find a deep hole had
appeared next to his caravan. It was an old pit
shaft and the National Coal Board had to come
and fill it in.

By the mid-1700s effective iron production
needed coke made from coal and Cookson's
Brigfoot ironworks at Little Clifton was possibly
the earliest commercial iron-making site in

Cumberland, joined in 1754 by a nearby furnace
opened by the Senhouses of Netherhall.
Cookson's & Co mined local coal and processed
it into coke and also had reasonable access to
high grade Cumberland iron ore. However early
blast furnaces, like Cookson's, had quality con-
trol problems. Although the resulting brittle
iron could be used to make domestic items, like
flatirons and pots, and for iron goods for the
coal mines, local iron production moved on to
Workington to be followed by steel making.
The names Furnace House and Cinderbanks
recall this former industry.

Isaac Wilkinson was a foundryman at Brigfoot
ironworks who farmed in his spare time. His
first son John was born in 1728. Legend has it
that John's mother gave birth to him in the cart
on the way to market to sell her produce. Local
sages felt that surviving birth in such difficult
circumstances was a good omen and said,
"T'lad sum tyme wod bee a girt man." They
were right, the baby grew up to be the self-pro-
claimed "Ironmaster" John Wilkinson. John
Wilkinson appears to have spent the first seven
years of his life in Little Clifton, but then moved
on. By 1748 he had built his first blast furnace
near Wolverhampton. After developing a can-
non-boring machine he adapted his invention
for use in making cylinders for Boulton & Watt's
steam engines. He was involved in the world's
first Iron Bridge in 1779 at Telford, and in 1787
launched the first iron barge. He died in
Staffordshire in 1808 and was buried in an iron
coffin marked by an iron obelisk, his eventual
resting place being at Lindale Church, near
Grange over Sands.

Clifton Green Farm
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Railways were built to serve other industries,
but also became an important employer. Whilst
the route of the Cockermouth & Workington
Railway of 1847 stuck close to the Derwent,
from Marron Junction just north of Bridgefoot, a
line ran South following the Marron, via a mod-
est station in Bridgefoot, on to Rowrah and
Egremont. This was built by the Whitehaven,
Cleator & Egremont Railway to transport iron
ore to the blast furnaces at Workington and
Whitehaven. The track was lifted in 1955, the
goods traffic having dwindled away, but some of
the formation and bridges remain. By then,
road travel had become dominant and the line
from Workington to Cockermouth itself closed in
1966.

Local agriculture also changed with the industri-
al age, and has continued to change. The fine
stone barns at Clifton Green Farm dating from
1852 and due to be converted to houses still
contained in 2005 a threshing machine once
driven by a shaft from the adjoining engine
house. Local agricultural activity has greatly
diminished. Ivy Sloan, now in her eighties, has
lived in Little Clifton most of her life and remem-
bers many farms, and some of the families
associated with them, including Mason's Farm
(Collister, Wedgewood, Berry), Scot's Croft
(Crow, Minshaw), Home Farm (Marshall, Saul),
Clifton Green Farm (Walker), Furnace House
(Brown) and Punderland (Bradshaw,
Bowerbank). Only Punderland is still a working
farm within the Parish.

With industrialisation and a growing population
social changes also came to Little Clifton in
schooling, recreation, religious non-conformism
and shopping. For over 120 years the school at
Chapel Brow educated generations from Little
Clifton and Great Clifton. Mary Wilkinson lived
in one of the old pit houses that backed direct-
Iy onto the school. Mary recalls that she and
her sister could see their mother with the wash-
ing in their yard from the schoolroom window
and, through the same window, their mother
passed them their bait. Ivy Sloan also went to
school at Chapel Brow and remembers Sunday
School walks round the village, across the
Lostrigg via Dolly Styles and up to Crossbarrow.
Before closure in the 1980s, a replacement
school had been planned in Little Clifton. Rob
Dixon feels rather sad that there was some
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determination to close the school, but he
acknowledges that more pupils came from
Great Clifton.

The Stone



As well as the Duke's Head, there were two
other pubs; the Horseshoe and Sickle in
Bridgefoot near the railway, run by Mrs Barnes
and the Greyhound at Little Clifton opposite the
vilage green. Ivy Sloan recalls that the
Greyhound's closure gave rise to complaints
about having to walk all the way to Bridgefoot
and back! Possibly the earliest public hall, now
long gone, was a first floor reading room next
to White House, Little Clifton. Downstairs was
an early chip shop. Later, in the 1920s, a wood-
en hut was put up on the village green, official-
Iy as a Reading Room, although billiards, snook-
er, cards and dominoes were preferred to liter-
ature. At Chapel Brow there was a Miners
Welfare hall built, of stone, onto the end of one
of the now-demolished terraces, again featuring
a billiard table. An Old Folks Committee was set
up in the 1920s, a tradition that survives to this
day with the Christmas party.

Between 1887 and 1965 Methodist worshippers
could use the Wesleyan Chapel at Bridgefoot,
now a private house. Bridgefoot had a Co-op as
well as a little shop with a Post Office. The Post
Office moved to Chapel Terrace and then Cat
Bank. At one point there were plans to make
the Co-op into a supermarket but instead it
closed.

Rob Dixon's earliest recollection of an event in
the Parish is the excavation of a 20-yard long air
raid shelter next to Chapel Brow School in 1940.
The excavated soil was heaped on top and the
interior of the shelter lined with corrugated tin
sheets. This was entirely cut by hand and
caused some cut hands in the process. Later
during the war the Policeman stationed at Great
Clifton reprimanded Rob for riding his bicycle
with lights ON during black-out. Rob remem-
bers that the German prisoners of war put to
work digging drains were very friendly, and still
wonders why they were allowed so close to
Marron Junction where live ammunition was
being stored in railway wagons!

In the years after the second world war an
annual highlight was carnival horse-drawn dec-
orated floats starting at Chapel Brow ending at
Home Farm where the village Sports was held.
Rob Dixon recalls how in his youth the young-
sters used to knock around in groups, making
their own entertainment. Sometimes mischief

was made; a favourite was "fire the spouts”.
This involved stuffing three downspouts on a
terrace of houses with newspapers, then light-
ing the paper causing a short, loud roar of air.
Rob says he cannot remember being bored,
there was always help to offer on the farms,
particularly at tatie picking time. Rob Dixon
reflects as to how many local "characters”
remain. There was, for example, Lizzie Brown
who habitually sat with a pipe on a chair at her
front door on Lostrigg Terrace wearing cap and
clogs. Rob says that Lizzie would always shout
as the children passed on their way home from
school at Chapei Brow "Come here, I want thal
Who are ya and what do they call ya?"

So, the last sixty years or so in the Parish has
seen many of the things that came with the
industrial age disappear; Bridgefoot and Chapel
Brow have been bypassed by the "new" A66;
and there has been considerable construction of
new housing, some replacing older housing.
What then does the future have in store.....?

houses
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The Parish Council is keen to help support the
provision of facilities for children and young
people. In the survey, questions were raised to
find out what is needed. The answers received
did not give a clear picture, so the Parish Plan
group arranged to meet the children at an
event in the Village Hall with the help of the
Reef project from Cockermouth. The Reef
Youth Café in Cockermouth is run by a charita-
ble company, (www.the-reef.org.uk), with a
proven track record of reaching 200 young peo-
ple a week, so they are experts at what they
do. A three hour session was run by a team
from the Reef at the Village Hall on 30th April
2005 aimed at young people aged 11+. With
big-screen computer games, D] mixing decks,
and a mini menu of food and soft drinks on
offer, it was well attended, and is a model that
can be repeated. The young people were asked
what they would like to see in the village as
facilities for themselves. They wanted similar
events to be repeated in the Village Hall and
they wanted an area to meet and play.

This is not an unreasonable request, and the
Parish Council will support future youth activi-
ties, which could include similar events or could
mean ensuring that there is transport available
for young people to reach places such as the
Reef Youth Café. However, a commitment from
adults and parents from within the community
is essential in order for regular activities for our
young people to happen. The Parish Council
have also agreed to support a project which will
involve the children and youths and look at pos-
sible locations for a play area in the village.

There are currently no facilities within the
parish for children or young people. In the
past, play equipment was available on the vil-
lage green and adjacent to the village hall.
However, both sets of equipment became
unsafe due to vandalism and the Parish Council
was advised to remove the unsafe play equip-
ment.
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The Parish Council regularly receives complaints
about nuisance behaviour by young people, and
recognise there is no facilities for youngsters,
nor anywhere for them to go.

The Reef event at the Viflage Hall
Aprif 2005

It would be sensible to plan separate provision
of facilities for different age groups, and there
may be advantages to play equipment being in
a different location to a sports area. Although
one respondent to the survey feared a sports
field could become a place of both anti-social
behaviour and wvandalism, and certainly this
concern must be taken into account. There is
no ideal location in the Parish. But compared to
the unsafe situation where ball games are



played in the road, any location that is off-road

and off private property is desirable. The Parish

Council suggest considering the following sites:

® The village green - not ideal for ball games.
Immediate residents are opposed to replace-
ment play equipment on the green due to
previous noise and vandalism. But there
may be opportunities for quiet play and
recreation.

e land at Scots Croft - centrally located near
to family homes, and an area for ball games
could be created. Cumbria County Council,
the landowner, has in the past offered part of
the remaining field. However, at the time
the Parish Council refused the offer as it was
linked to an agreement for more new hous-
e5.

® Field behind Valley View - near to where
many of the young people live, has not
recently been used for livestock. However,
the owner of the field did not respond posi-
tively to the Parish Council's enquiries in
2004 for lease or acquisition as a sports
field. This enquiry could be revisited.

® Land adjacent to the Village Hall - may
become available for the Parish and is a
good sized area. However from a safety
viewpoint, it is isolated from family resi-
dences and near to the main road. The
Parish Council has previously written to the
landowner to acquire this site.

Funding for such facilities would need to be
raised. A few years ago some funds were
awarded to the community but were returned
when no play field site could be found.

These issues have been discussed by the Parish
Plan group. The addition of new households in
Little Clifton will further highlight the lack of
play equipment or a sports field. These new
homes are marketed as family homes and will
introduce more children to the parish.

If this very important issue was run as a proj-
ect by the community a successful result is pos-
sible. This may kick off with a targeted survey
followed by a meeting for residents, parents
and children and by researching the types of
play equipment and sports equipment available,
This will only happen if people are willing to vol-
unteer their time to drive this as a project.

The Reef event at the Village Hall
April 2005
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The household survey found that most people
would read a Parish magazine, whereas few
were interested in being involved in producing
one. In recent years there has been no regular
local circular since the church parochial maga-
zine distributed in Great Clifton and Little Clifton
ceased. In spring 2005 the Parish Clerk put
together a Parish Council newsletter, delivered
by volunteers to every household. If this is well
received, the plan is to produce a newsletter on
a quarterly basis, and to welcome contributions

of items of local interest. Although half of the
households responding to the survey did not
have internet access, and although no-one has
yet volunteered to set up a community website,
the internet is ever-growing, and even at a vil-
lage or parish level this will surely become an
increasingly important means of communica-
tion. Currently, the agenda for meetings of
Little Clifton Parish Council are published every
month at www.calc.org.uk.

Crime, nuisance and policing

Fortunately Little Clifton is not a high crime
area, however, vandalism and nuisance behav-
iour has been a local problem for several years.
Over two-thirds of people responding to the
survey wished for a more visible Police presence
in the Parish, with eight people stating that
crime or nuisance was a significant worry for
them. Seventeen respondents had reported an
incident to the police in 2002 or 2003, with six
doing so more than once.

Recently there has been a rise in the number of
incidents of disorder reported to the police - in
the first quarter of 2004 there was one com-
plaint, rising to nine in the second quarter.
Likewise, four crimes were reported in the first
quarter and six in the second quarter. This does
not necessarily indicate a crime wave and may
in fact reflect increased awareness of the impor-
tance of reporting problems to the Police.
Hopefully, now that the Parish has a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, a reduction in
nuisance and crime will be felt. Neighbourhood
Watch schemes are a crime prevention initiative
that works by local people getting together to
cut local crime and reduce the opportunities for
crime and to reassure those people who live in
fear of crime. Neighbourhood Watch schemes
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also keep in close touch with local police to
share information and advice. In practice, a
Neighbourhood Watch should also reduce nui-
sance behaviour,

During the Parish Plan process, quite a few peo-
ple showed an interest in starting a
Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the Parish and
also for Nepgill. The Neighbourhood Watch
idea has been taken up by residents, following
the Parish Plan public meeting in March 2004,
and a number of volunteers have come forward
to act as co-ordinators for the small patches in
which they live. So far, there are six co-ordina-
tors covering their own areas, but there is not
yet full coverage, the biggest "gap" being Valley
View. Each coordinator takes responsibility for
Meighbourhood Watch publicity and communi-
cation on their patch. The Parish Council has
funded the cost of erecting Neighbourhood
Watch signs at strategic locations in the Parish.
There have been several local meetings which
have been well-attended by residents and also
by Home Housing Association and the commu-
nity police officer and it is anticipated that fur-
ther public meetings will take place from time to
time.




Neighbourhood Watch activity in the
Workington area is co-ordinated by a full time
development officer, John Thornthwaite. He
can be contacted at the Crime and Disorder
Reduction Partnership (CDRP), The Oval Centre,
Salterbeck Drive, Workington, Cumbria, CA14

Perhaps the most important message from
Neighbourhood Watch is that making prompt
and detailed reports of incidents or crimes is
essential in order that the police can give the
community a sufficient year-round police pres-
ence and respond effectively to incidents when

5HA. Telephone (01946) 833353. The link
between the Neighbourhood Watch and Little
Clifton Parish Council is maintained by Parish
Councillor Jean McCartney.

they happen.

Community Police Officer

The majority of the community has welcomed our Community Police Officer, Scott Adams. At pres-
ent there will be no change to his position and the community relationship should carry on for at
least two years.

PC Scott Adams of Cumbria Constabulary writes: In February 2004 I became a Community Police
officer and was asked to perform this duty in Little Clifton among others. From day one I was given
the help needed to bring to justice a number of offenders and also calm the local sometimes "unruly
kids". I am glad to say that I believe that my time in the village has been a success and I am look-
ing forward to more success in the future. 1 wouid iike to take this opportunity to thank every one
for their respective help and also the very successful Neighbourhood Watch scheme, which is now

up and running in the area.

PC1662 Adams, Workington Police Station. Telephone (01900) 602422.

Primary Schools

Little Clifton is in the catchment area of
Derwent Vale Primary and Nursery School,
Great Clifton. The purpose-built school
replaced the former school at Chapel Brow,
which served a similar area. In 2004/2005
Derwent Vale has 70 children on the roll, divid-
ed into four classes, compared to 117 children
at Chapel Brow in 1980/1981. Derwent Vale
also has a baby and toddler group.

The Head Teacher, Mrs. Emma Watson, believes
that the School benefits from good links to the
community, small class sizes, high standards of
teaching and of classroom support, and a
broad, balanced and stimulating curriculum.

10

The "Positive Behaviour" strategies used at
Derwent Vale have, Mrs. Watson points out,
been praised by the Local Education Authority.
Derwent Vale has recently celebrated a nation-
al league table placing higher than all other
schools in the Workington and Brigham areas
and sporting success with its football, netball,
rugby and cross-country teams. There are
after-school clubs for drama, football, guitar,
gymnastics, and netball, reflecting Derwent
Vale's emphasis on sport and the arts.

Parental selection of schools is now part of the
landscape nationally. The effect is clear in the
Parish, as although a large proportion of chil-
dren do attend Derwent Vale, others attend
Dean School, Eaglesfield Paddle School and St.
Bridget's School, Brigham.
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Secondary Schools

Our community straddles the boundary
between the catchment areas of
Stainburn School in Workington and
Cockermouth School - the Marron River
forming part of the boundary. The east-
ern part of Bridgefoot is therefore in the
Cockermouth School catchment area,
while the rest of Bridgefoot, Chapel Brow
and Little Clifton, are in the Stainburn
catchment area. There is also S5t.
Joseph's Roman Catholic School in
Workington.  Children from the Parish
attend these schools as well as Keswick
School, which draws from well beyond its
own catchment area.

Choice of school is important to many
parents. Different educational choices
mean that many youngsters of the same
age from our community are already hav-
ing an entirely separate education from
one another. As the common ground
between children and between parents
through school life gives way to more
diversity, the obvious prospect is a less
close-knit, less cohesive community. It
remains to be seen what the long-term
effect in the Parish will be, but this is
something that we should all be alert to.

School Transport

Children attending their catchment area
school are provided with transport by the
Local Education Authority. Buses run to
Derwent Vale, Stainburn and
Cockermouth Schools, though pupils who
do not live in the catchment area of the
school they attend must pay for bus trav-
el or find alternative means of transport if
there are no spare places on the bus. For
Keswick School, the out of catchment
buses are organised and paid for by par-
ents and one such bus runs through
Bridgefoot.

It is fair to say that for a long time now
the community has been in economic
terms a dormitory for most residents.
Mining is long gone and agriculture
employs very few, and like so many rural
communities no real replacement
employment appeared within the commu-
nity itself.

The Post Office provides part-time
employment for the subpostmistress.
The Dukes Head at Bridgefoot and the
expanding Melbreak Hotel at Crossbarrow
also provide employment. Although fields
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within the parish are farmed as part of
units outside the parish boundary, the
Parish has one working farm at
Punderland, which received unfortunate
publicity during agriculture's foot and
mouth disaster of 2001. A highways con-
tractor is based at Furnace House, where
vehicles are stored controversially. There
is a livery stables at Cinder Banks, and
just outside the Parish boundary of
Bridgefoot is a farrier's business, and a
little further east a cattery.

The natural environment

As well as Bridgefoot's signposted ducks,
the Parish is home to a good diversity of
fauna: Red Squirrels, Grey Heron, Slow
Worms are all resident, for example. The
native flora of the dykes provides the
ingredients for herb pudding in the spring
and blackites in September. The River
Derwent and Tributaries SSSI is one of
four Cumbrian river Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), and so is a
nationally important habitat. As well as
the aquatic life, riparian habitats such as
woodland, grassland, and marsh signifi-
cantly contribute to the nature conserva-
tion interest of these Cumbrian rivers.
Lostrigg Beck is recognised as a County
Wildlife Site but, unlike an SSSI, there are
no legal obligations and its conservation
is reliant upon the voluntary co-operation
of landowners and managers. County
Wildlife Sites like the Lostrigg are a prior-
ity for environment grants such as
DEFRA's Countryside Stewardship
Scheme and are also recognised within
the local planning system. In the south of
the Parish is one area of land identified in
the English Nature Lowland Grassland
Inventory as "Priority Habitat: Purple
moor grass and rush pasture." T h e
River Derwent and Tributaries SSSI is
divided into small "units", four of which lie
in the Parish; one unit is the section of the
Derwent within the Parish, the others are
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It is beyond the scope of this Parish Plan
to identify employment opportunities vet
it is difficult to forsee new employment
being created within the parish, other
than perhaps the trend of home working,
usually as single person businesses. One
exception to this may be the proposed
development of a holiday chalet centre at
the Melbreak Hotel.

sections of the Marron. The SSSI bound-
ary takes in varying widths of riverbank,
including a swathe of the wood at Cat
Bank. These four SSSI units were last
assessed by English Nature in October
2002 when the condition was summarised
as "unfavourable - no change". English
Nature blamed the condition of the
Derwent upon the presence of the very
invasive weed Himalayan Balsam.
However, additional reasons were given
for the adverse condition of the SSSI
units of the Marron: bank erosion due to
overgrazing, water abstraction, water pol-
lution - agriculture/run off, water pollu-
tion - discharge, and the flow regime.
English Nature also identified that action
is required, and there is an English Nature
S551 management agreement over the
part of the Derwent unit and the north-
ernmost part of the Marron unit. The
River Derwent and Tributaries SSSI is also
a "candidate Special Area of

Conservation"”, which is a European desig-
nation.
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Entry from Jimmy Parker's Field Notes

April 21st 1953

On walking up the hill from Pastures to Punderland I saw a rook either chase or follow a bird which
was uttering a harsh note. Later the bird flew over my head, very high. It then went towards the
Lostrigg. I continued my walk and saw it, in the distance dive. Every time it did so, one could hear
a bleating 'a-a-aer'. I was with Granda at the time so I went home, got out my bicycle and went
back up to see it. The snipe, as it turned out to be, was flying high round and round Camerton
Moor, every now and then diving to one side and making a bleating sound. I have read snipes do
this in the breeding season, using their tail feathers to make the sound.

April 23rd 1953

Whilst standing at the lamp-cabin door with Dad, two wagtails flew up Wedgewood's field with a
looping flight and settled on the pit roof. Dad said they nested in the powder store last year -they

may this.

Jim was born in 1940 in Little Clifton, 'Pastures’ and 'Camerton Moor' are field names.

Drainage and flooding

Local rainfall requires no explanation, but the
volume of runoff in parts of the Parish give
some cause for concern for property as well as
for river habitats, particularly in light of new
developments. When the Stainburn bypass was
built road surface drainage was routed through
large tanks buried at the roadside, discharging
into the Lostrigg beck. Water levels in the
Lostrigg are much higher after periods of rain
than prior to the bypass works. This higher
water level has resulted in flooding, sometimes
repeated, of a number of properties in
Bridgefoot. Riverbank erosion and damage to
the ford have occurred in the same timescale. A
planning application for the Melbreak Hotel has
proposed discharging surface water and outfall
from an independent sewerage plant into the
Lostrigg.

Footpaths

The great majority of respondents to the house-
hold survey agreed that an annual footpath
inspection walk and maintenance day was
worthwhile, with 27 people interested in taking
part. Over half of respondents thought that
opening up more local routes for walking would
be worthwhile, with 12 interested in joining a
working group. Given this response, a paths
and environment working group was formed,
which met several times during 2004 and
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walked the footpaths in the Parish in April that
year. There are two good walking routes in the
Parish using public footpaths.

The Ford, Bridgefoot

Furnace House and Cinderbanks

This is a short circular route of approximately
1.5 miles taking 30-40 minutes. The route fol-
lows New Road, Little Clifton past Punderland
Farm up to Furnace House then a public foot-
path across farm fields to Cinderbanks, where
taking a left turn will return you by road to Little
Clifton after passing the third, second, and first
lonnings (all public footpaths that dead-end) on
the right. At Furnace House it appears that the
exact footpath route may have been diverted
and is enclosed behind a poor quality net fence
with overhanging vegetation. There are two
stiles in good repair but the presence of horses
in two of the fields can make the route a little
intimidating, and agricultural traffic has churned
the route to mud at the Cinderbanks end.
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