Haile and
Wilton Parish Plan




HAILE AND WILTON PARISH PLAN
THE REPORT. OCTOBER 2004

What started all this?

The parish council called a meeting to discuss the idea of asking
people to take a look at our parish and decide what they
liked about it and what they would

like to see improved. It was not
the idea to get a group who

would take on all the

problems of the parish and

put them right - such groups,

you will have noticed, don't

seem to exist, MNor can the

parish council fix everything,

try as it might.

Our parish consists officially of the two major settlements of Haile and Wilton which lie about
1.5 miles apart, the smaller settlement of Blackbeck, and many scattered farms and houses
in the countryside which makes up the major part of the parish. We do, however, tend to
include Grange and Whitehow Head in all our parish considerations and events, because this
makes sense to us if not to the authorities who draw up parish boundaries. We are a largely
rural parish in which farming has been the major provider of employment, directly or
indirectly, for centuries. While by far the greatest amount of land in the parish is still devoted
to farming, it is other employers, such as Sellafield, who now provide much of the work for
people living in the parish. The decling in the number of people working on farms has not,
though, made any difference to the number of people living in the parish, as the population
now, when we have only T farms, is much the same as it was in 1841 when we had 26 farms.

The social life of the parish tends to centre on the church and the village hall, both to be
found in Haile village, Neither village now has a school, pub or shop as they are both very
small with the total population of the parish being aonly some 300. This scattered population,
while enjoying the benefits of living in the country, has particular needs which might be
better met than they are at present and it is to identify such needs that a parish plan was
conceived.

S0 a group of interested but unsuspecting people turned up for a meeting about this idea of
a ‘Parish Plan” and, as always, because they could see that it was worth looking at and
because there were just enough people there to form a working committee, that is just what
they became. Two members of the committee have since moved from the parish (which fact,
we are assured, has nothing to do with the desirability of the place or its future) but the
original group consisted of: Martin Clough, Eileen Dixon, Lesley Fowler, Doreen Greening who
acts as treasurer, Matthew Hodgson, Norman Hunter who acts as chairman, Lynsey Martin,
Tom Milburn, Penny Thompson, lan Van Mourik, Eva Watson-Graham and Graham Young who
acts as secretary.

The main idea behind our parish plan, in commaon with all such plans that have been started

by anyone interested throughout the country, and all of which have been funded to a large
extent by The Countryside Agency, is to consult as far as possible all members of the

1




community about what they think of where they live, what in the parish they would like 10 see
changed and what they would like to have left as it is.

To this end several events were organised,

Tedd " picni

Panny Thompson with a few helpers organised and set up a Teddy bears’ picnic in Haile wood
for children up to about the age of five. A trail of bears led to the site of the picnic where
Fooh Bear sat waiting to receive his guests. Had vou sat alongside him you would have heard
distant children’s voices gradually becoming louder and more excited as they followed the
trail. Everybody, Mums and Dads included, enjoyed the picnic, and while the adults chatted
and watched, the children enjoyed the unusual experience of playing together freely in the
exciting and adventurous surroundings of the wood. It was a good community get-together.
A pity, really, that we couldn't all go.

| hool walk

Playschool members, too, were consulted, though because of the threat of an Ofsted
inspection hanging over them, they were unable to follow their original creative plan and had
te confine their activities to a walk., Many members of playschool live outside the parish
anyway, so perhaps their input would not have been so important.  Nevertheless, some
members are from the parish and we hoped for their views. The walk arranged by playgroup
leader, Ann Mawson, created the kind of excitement and interest that it is hard to imagine
would happen with a walk, say, in Manchester.

Entertainment for children of primary school age

Children in this age group were given a magic show followed by hot dogs and drinks, all
organised by Judith Garstang and a few helpers. The children were on the whole fascinated
by the event but certainly enjoyed just as much the chance to play together afterwards in the
village hall grounds. Again it was the coming together of the parents and of the children
which provided the spirit of the occasion. We really don't need much excuse to enjoy
ourselves!

Activities da ick for nagers

This was very much an active event which invelved climbing, absailing, cangeing and games
on the island to which they had canoed. Finally - take note those of you who are feeling a
little jealous at this point - they indulged in ghyll scrambling, the highlight of the day, which
involved, it seems, hurling yourself between the boulders in a beck and ending up very wet
and very muddy, Graham Young and Lynsey Martin were the brave souls who organised and
accompanied the teenagers on this event and joined in most - note that also - of the activities
themselves.

Senior citizens' tea party

This, while being a rather more sedate affair, was nevertheless an event of lively discussion
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and ideas. Doreen Greening was helped by a few others to organise the discussion and a
remarkably high-class tea. John Mumberson provided an intriguing interlude by seeing if we
could guess the purpose of several items that were once commaon in the farmhouse. Like all
the events, it was thoroughly enjoyed, and the commen feeling, again as with all the events,
was, 'When can we do this again?'

And what of all the people in between?

Well, vou had the pleasure of filling in the guestionnaire and the survey which preceded it!
And many thanks are owed to the people who took the trouble to fill in those documents, for
it was their answers which provided the mainstay of the consultation process. We hope and
anticipate that you will be the group of peaple who will come to the Presentation evening on
Friday 22nd October. On that occasion we hope to bring together finally the ideas and offers
of help from the whole community. We shall enjoy our usual Halle and Wilton hospitality.

A Thought. If this report brings to your attention some needs, however small, or
felt by however few people, that you had overlooked, then it will have served a
purpose. It is not here to centralise, organise and ‘officialise’ care and help in
our community It is here to help organise those things which you feel are better
for being organised and for which volunteers are forthcoming. It is here, also,
to remind us that if we are to remain as a ‘friendly’ parish we need to be out and
about and alert to what our fellow-parishioners may need.

So where do we go from here?

The next stage is to have an action plan and this booklet is the first step in that process. It
tries to summarise and illustrate the different areas of concern expressed by people in the
parish. It sometimes makes tentative suggestions as to what can be done and which
organisations might be contacted to offer help.

We look now, however, 1o the people of the parish to be prepared to offer their help In
whatever area interests them. The obvious conclusion to be drawn from the guestionnaire
and the consultations is that there is in the parish a great sense of togetherness and a
willingness to do something to help each other. Very often this willingness expresses itself
in informal acts of just being good neighbours which we think nothing about and for which
we want no credit.

Is there a need sometimes, though, for a more organised effort, for two or three people to
take responsibility for a particular aspect of parish life and to take the responsibility of
seeing an issue through? It may be to organise a one-off children’s picnic or bicycle ride. It
may be to arrange to give a talk or demonstration about their particular hobby or interest. It
may be to make a longerterm commitment to running a youth club, to setting up a
neighbourhood watch scheme, to forming an entertainment committee or to arranging a
transport scheme for those who may sometimes need it. These are a few, only a few, of the
ideas you will come across in this report.

We are well aware that we cannot look to the authorities to do many of these things for us,
but we don't need to be experts in a field before we can offer our services. Mor can we |eave
everything to the few who are on the parish council or village hall committee, much as their
efforts are obviously appreciated.



So this consultation exercise, with the resulting report, shows us what we would like to see
done and invites us to have a go at doing it. We can choose to do nothing, but perhaps we
would not then be able to complain.

The parish council set up the steering group which has over the last twelve months devised

and analysed the consultation process. (Sorry if that sounds a bit airy fairy; it means that

we met almost every month, tried 1o work out what to arrange, worked like mad to arrange it,

asked people guestions and then tried to make sense of the answers.) MNow the parish

council will oversee any continuation of the process by the people who volunteer their help.
# &
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THE RESULTS OF THE CONSULTATION

The results of the consultations are listed under the headings used in the main
questionnaire. 0Of the 115 households in the parish at the time 72 completed the
questionnaire. Also included is the original guestion from the questionnaire and the
numerical results.

Information. Keeping people informed
Q. Do you feel you are kept informed about the parish and events taking place?
Yes 70 No2

Most people felt that they were kept informed about what was going on in the parish but
knowing who was on a particular committee, such as the parish council, was still a problem
for some when they needed to contact them. It seems we need to have a way of reminding
people who are the members of the various groups, especially if many new and smaller
working groups are set up as a result of this consultation. A notice board in Wilton is one
suggestion and a greater use of our web-site is another (It is rather static at the moment). A
desire to hawve the parish council elections more widely and obviously broadcast was
mentioned and already the parish council is making its deliberations more widely known. The
information is there; the difficulty seems to be |etting people know how to get to it when they
want 1o,

A thought. As you read this report you will find statements of the needs and
problems that people have mentioned and you may find some possible
solutions. We hope that you will read the report with a mind to making further
suggestions or offering your services. ‘They', we can assure you, will do nothing
about it!

Could you...

* Make a notice board?

+ Design and keep updated an information sheet?

+ Think of a way of getting information to people as and when they need it?

Village hall/community buildings

Q. Do you feel the parish has sufficient facilities for the population, and do you feel they fulfil
the needs of the parish?

Yes 60 MNo9

While most people are happy with the facilities that we already have, some interesting ideas
did come out of the consultation. Chief amongst these was the fact that so many people
missed the pub! We would like a place where people could just drop in for a crack, because
we're very good at that! We cannot sustain a permanent pub or coffee bar but would it be
possible to have a regular, say Saturday morming or Sunday morning, opening of some Kind
of centre? What kind of centre? And, most importantly, who would be prepared to man it on
a regular basis? An idea related to this is that of placing more seats around the parish,
perhaps seats given to act as memorials to people who have lived and died in the parish. We
may not have the coffee provided but it might help the crack.

Could you...

+ Consider dedicating a seat to someonea?

* Organise a regular drop-in centre?

» Give some time regularly to run a coffee bar?

The needs of young and old

Q. Do you feel that the needs of the younger and older populations of the parish are
adequately met?

Yes 43 No 21

Most of these needs are reflected later with other ideas, for instance on transport and
leisure activities, but we can highlight one or two here, The 5 to 10 year old group of children
would benefit from having more freedom to move around and play in the villages but we do
have a problem at some times of day with traffic that goes too fast for safety. We once had
a sign at Haile warning of the presence of stock and children (note the priority) but we don’t
know whether it had any effect. There is a suspicion that some drivers can't read!

The 10 to 16 year olds and the senior citizens both indicated that they would appreciate
regular gettogethers. The teenagers would like a youth club and occasional events aimed
specifically at them, and they would value a summer holiday club of some sort held in the
parish. The senior citizens would enjoy more get-togethers such as was held as part of the
consultation and a point that arose from that was the need for a disabled parking bay at the
village hall so that anyone who was infirm could have easy access Lo events.

A thought. What activities are there that can bring young and old together?
While there are suggestions in this report for different age groups, our
community will only stay intact as the friendly place we value if there is also a
mixing of the age-groups so that the values of the older generation are passed
on to and accepted by the young. If we don't show an interest in and care for
them what have they to go on?




Could you...

* Help run a youth club?

« Think of and run an occasional event which would appeal especially to young people?
+ Organise a senior citizen's regular meeting?

MNeed for carers/childcare

Q. Does anyone in your household require care or childcare now, or expect to in the near
future?

Yes 9 MNo 6l

Young people. During working hours parents can struggle to arrange supervision of their
children, especially during school holidays. There is a day nursery available at Beckermet,
which meets a need, and it does not seem at the moment that our parish can provide
anything more, There is a play school in Haile village hall which functions each working
morning during school term time. Some parents look for babysitters especially in an
emergency and there may be room here for a link-up between the retired folk in the parish
and those with young children,

For the parents of school-age children there can be a difficulty with after-school supervision
when both parents are out at work,

The more elderly of our number would benefit from feeling that there are people who keep
an - unobtrusive - eye on them (We Haile and Wilton folk seem to be fiercely independent). It
might be helpful to have a contact number of someone who could help with shopping either
regularly ar in an emergency.

All these concerns, while not widespread, can be met, and often are met, by the general
neighbourliness of the parish, But it is clear that occasionally a need is not met. Can we
provide a hack-up service?

Could you...

* Cop-ordinate the above ideas?

* Think about offering baby-sitting help when needed?

« Offer to supervise a school child for a time after school?

Crime and safety

Q. Would yvou be interested in being actively involved in a neighbourhood watch scheme?
Yes 42 No 26

People wanted to help themselves in this area and many were prepared to support a
neighbourhood watch scheme. It was felt that it would be useful to have guidance from the
police on setting up such a scheme and on home security. People would like to be warned
about suspicious activity, say shady salespersons or lamping. They would like to know also
which landowners have given permission for shooting, Another problem highlighted is the

length of time it can take the police to arrive when they are needed.

Again, while people's anxieties about crime are often more widespread than the amount of
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crime committed, we do seem to keep an informal watch on each other in our parish and we
must decide if we want to set up a more formal arrangement. We are fortunate in having a
low level of crime in the parish.

Could you...

* Help organise a neighbourhood watch scheme within the parish?
* Give some time to help run such a scheme?

* Establish a link with the local police?

Education and training

Q. If education/training was available within the parish ‘f
would you be interested in accessing it?

Yes 37 No 31

Many people liked the idea of further training or
education, but in such a wide range of subjects
that we couldn't hope to provide and fill all the
courses requested. However, courses about
computers and about first aid, especially where it
was about first aid for children, were high on the list
of requests. Does anyone have the contacts and time
to arrange such courses?

There seemed to be a call for more general-interest talks such

as those already provided by the Village Hall Committee to whom suggestions can be made.
Ailsa Butler on 841415 would welcome any suggestions for such talks and could give advice
on the use of the village hall.

Many of the ideas for training and education could at least partly be catered for by an
occasional talk or demonstration, We have recently had such a talk on flower arranging
given by a member of the parish. Who else would be prepared to share their skills with an
interested audience? The interests suggested, which could be met by an occasional talk or
demonstration, are: various crafts; various aspects of gardening such as hanging haskets;
and local skills such as dry stone walling, Ewven sugar craft, creative writing, stress
management, aspects of music appreciation, painting, cookery, creating greating cards - all
suggested topics - could possibly be worthwhile subjects for single-session talks. Can you
offer your services, or do you know of someone who could give a talk?

A thought. We have in this parish a surprising number of people who have many
talents. And perhaps we are slow to appreciate what we can offer because we
do not see ourselves as ‘experts’. We have already had a wine tasting given by
a member of the parish and there are many other things which people would
like to know more about and which perhaps you could help with. It's really a
guestion of being prepared to share what we know rather than claiming to have
all the answers.

Could you...
* Give a talk or demonstration on any of the subjects mentioned above?




+ Offer a talk or demonstration on any other subject?
« Offer training in first aid, or recommend someons who can?
= Find a way of organising, in the village, basic training on computers?

Access to health and social care
LY /"

‘--Qv-Dﬁ”ynu feel that you or your family require greater access to health and social care?
Yes 3 Mo 65

While very few people felt that they had any concern at the moment, because of the nature
of the subject the needs even of a few ought to be given our attention. A concern that is
understandable in a country area is that of help or advice needed in an emergency. What
medical skills do we have locally which we could call on in a hurry, either medical
professionals who would be prepared to be contacted, or people trained in first aid who could
be quickly available? Can a system of some sort be set up to meet this need? Some villages
have a ‘first responder’ scheme established. First aid was a popular request for courses to
he held in the parish. It seems the beginnings of a system are there.

There also seems to exist a need, despite our friendly disposition towards each other, for
befriending. Which poses the question as to whether we are sure that we are keeping an eye
on our neighbours. Sometimes, perhaps, it maybe we who have to make the first move. Is
it worth having a scheme for this need, for example where people can be called on for an
hour's chat and company?

Could you...

+ Be available to offer medical help in an emergency?

+ Look into first responder’ schemes to see if they would be applicable in our parish?
= Present any ideas for befriending?

A thought. There is an obvious need for help with people who find themselves
in some way incapacitated, when, for instance, illness strikes. At such times
informal arrangements cannot always be made and a formalised system might
be desirable for people to call on. This might involve collecting prescriptions,
transporting to the doctor's or doing shopping. It might also involve simply the
act of visiting and providing some company for the person who is ill.

The general feeling seemed to be that the villages should be kept as small villages in order
to retain that special character and sense of community. Maybe people are feeling that we
are at the point where more growth will result in a change in that feeling of community. (Look
how often in this report it has been suggested that perhaps we don't need an ‘organised’
system of help for others. Is that the result of ours being a small community?) If we remain
small we must be prepared to pay the price of fewer facilities, such as shops. Against this
there was a strong feeling that we get very little in the way of public facilities, such as road
sweeping, considering the generally high level of Council Tax that we pay.

Certainly there was a feeling that any new building should fit in with the environment and
complement the existing housing but there was no agreement as to how this should be done.
There was some concern about whether the parish council, our nearest representatives,
have enough say in planning and whether the local planning authority is always aware of our
feelings and evenly fair to all applicants. Whether any future building should be Infill or on
the periphery is a subject open to debate.

Street lighting

Q. Do you think that the levels of street lighting are adequate in the parish?
Yes 53 No 14

Concerns expressed under this heading included whether lighting should go a little further
out from the village centres; a suggestion that more lighting should be available in Wilton
especially around the area of the telephone box; and a feeling that there should be better
lighting around the village hall in Haile.

Over all this, though, there was expressed a concern about light pollution, even to the extent
that we should take lights away. Is there a way to direct the light to where it is needed?

Again, as a rural community, we cannot have the facilities a town has and we may have to be
prepared to use torches and reflective clothing more than we do. As regards personal safety,
we have to ask ourselves whether we are any safer with street lights and whether our dark
roads are any more dangerous than the well-lit streets of a town.

Housing and development
Q. Do you have any concerns about the levels of housing and development in the parish?
Yes 40 No 31

Although concerns about housing and development were not far off being evenly divided,
many of those people who added comments pointed to the problems of road access which
was already unsatisfactory for the existing development and expressed the feeling that there
should be no further development. There seemed to be some implication from a few people
that some further development would be satisfactory if the roads were improved or il the
housing were for the benefit of local people needing a less-expensive home.

A thought. We are aware that some facilities, from policing to street lighting,
are provided by other authorities and that the solution to any problem is nat in
our hands. But we can at least make the views of our community known and if
we feel strongly enough about an issue we can, hopefully, have representatives
who would keep the relevant authority informed.

Transport/car share

Q. Do you or any member of your household have difficulty getting around the parish or local
areas?

Yes 1 Mo 68

While the vast majority of people living in the parish have no problems with travel, there are
those at present who have some difficulty and those who at some time may have if, for
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example, there was an emergency, when transport would be needed at short notice, There
are those also who may choose to live in the parish past the time when they are able to drive;
we may all find ourselves in this position sooner or later,

There are already informal arrangements made between people for such things as shopping,
and no doubt similar desirable arrangements are made from time to time for car sharing 1o
and from work. It has been suggested that a regular run, say, to Egremont at the same time
weekly could be organised. |s this the occasion 1o make a joint taxi booking? The problem
then is organising a time that suits most people and then co-ordinating weekly the number
of people who want to use it. Another occasion when a need arises is when there is an event
being held, such as a SASRA concert in Egremont, when someone might appreciate a |ift.
Here again there would be a need to link up those people who need the |ift and those who
could provide.

An idea that might help teenagers is that of establishing in Egremont a ‘safe storage’ for
bicyeles, so that once there the young people would have access to public transport.

We no longer have grocery vans delivering in the parish but use could be made of the delivery
of orders offered by Tesco, lceland and the Co-op. Milk and related products are deliverad in
Wilton and a similar round has just begun in Haile.

This is a difficult issue which may not be open to any easy solution but there is a need and
there are some people who have said they would be prepared to help. Teenagers and seniar
citizens are amongst those most likely to need help with transport. It is the co-ordination of
the need - regular or emergency - which sets the challenge.

Could you...

= Consider mentioning an event you were going to attend so that you could give lifts or have
a joint taxi?

* Work out a way of organising a regular trip, by taxi or private transport, to nearby towns?

+ Think of a way of co-ordinating drivers willing to be available when someone needs

transport?

Think of how safe storage of bicycles could be arranged in Egremaont?

-

A thought. It may be surprising to see in the responses from the young people
in the parish how much they identify with the same concerns that many adults
share, and how far they appreciate some of the same things. They, too, enjoy
the quiet, the relative lack of litter, the countryside and the small amount of
traffic. They, too, dislike the dangers caused by speeding traffic, dogs
wandering and tearing bin bags and the dangerous roads.

What they would like to see introduced to the parish, though, corresponds less
with the feeling of many adults because their needs are different. While they
agree with adults that there is a need for more play space, traffic contral,
broadband and some sort of shop. (oh, and a pub for when they get older!) they
would also like a bus route and more sports-like activities both indoor and

outdoor.
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Recycling and refuse collection

Q. Are you happy with the facilities provided for the collection, disposal and recycling of waste
locally?

Yes 38 No 31

Although there were suggestions that we should have recycling facilities set up in the parish,
the greater inclination was to have box collections from the home for the various things which
could be recycled, e.g. paper, glass, garden and vegetable waste and plastic. This last
product obviously causes a problem even for the already-converted recyclers amongst us and
is in fact a huge problem because of the amount of plastic thrown away and the difficulty of
sorting and recycling the various kinds of plastic.

The expansion of the collection scheme in other parts of the area has resulted in the parish's
bins being collected on different days of the week and it may be that as schemes expand
there will be a more settled routine for all collections.

There is certainly a need for information about recycling. For instance, can we be assured
that it is recycled and how? People also need guidance on just what can be recycled - papers
other than newspapers? cardboard? If the people who already try to recycle find some
aspects of it so puzzling there is obviously a need for help and clarification.

There is also a need for information about the basic desirability of recycling for those people
who may not yet be aware of its value,

People who at present recycle, using the facilities at Calderbridge or Egremont, are regularly
frustrated when they find the facilities full.

There does seem to be a general concern in the parish about waste and recycling and it
would be both useful and appreciated if a group of people could work on this aspect of our
COMmuUnity.

Could you...
+ Consider forming or joining a 'recycling’ group to advocate and advertise within the parish
and to pressurise the authorities?

Historic sites and heritage features

Q. Do you wish to see more done to promote or preserve the historic sites and heritage
features in the parish?

Yes 30 No 29

The emphasis in the responses was on preservation rather than on promotion of the things
in the parish and there was some concern expressed about the possible loss of things
ranging from the telephone boxes to items in the churchyard.

While we ourselves can do something about the preservation of such things as milestones,
the fate of the public telephone boxes and old letterboxes is in the hands of other authorities,
There is no reason, though, why we should not make our feelings and preferences about
these things clear to the authorities, especially if we are prepared to do something about
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maintaining them ourselves. People have already offered practical and fund raising help.

There seems to be a need, then, to list the itemns in the parish which can be regarded as part
of our heritage and to look into what can realistically be done to preserve them. There is little
doubt that if we are not aware of what we have and are not prepared to do what we can to
keep those items, there is a real danger that we shall lose therm one way or another,

Could you...

« Form or join a group which would list the items that were worthy of preservation and link
up with any authority which had responsibility for them?

+ Help to maintain those items so that our parish did not lose parts of its heritage?

Local landscape
Q. Are you interested in helping protect the local landscape?
Yes 50 No 11

There was a very strong concern expressed about the preservation of our landscape, and this
interest was reflected in the comments of all age groups from about eight vears old upwards.
It is encouraging to hear primary school aged children saying how they enjoy the space, the
views and the countryside, and teenagers listing among their likes the lack of litter, the
countryside and the quiet,

There is a widespread appreciation of the landscape we enjoy and a strong desire to retain
it. The proper, seasonal management of hedges and verges in order to benefit wildlife was
a recurring theme (though this conflicted with some ideas on traffic which are discussed in
a later section). Woods and trees in the parish are obviously valued highly and there is a
strong feeling that they should be preserved by good management and tree preservation
orders. Meadows, rare even in our parish, were also mentioned as things of value. The
guality of our landscape, it was felt by quite a few people, could be better preserved if we
could prevent or deal with the problem of all kinds of litter on roads, in fields and in our
becks. The amount of fly tipping caused a lot of concern. OFf course, as was pointed out,
much more housing development would have its own impact on our landscape.

Two suggestions arose which might help towards the preservation of what people value: talks
about aspects of landscape and its management: and the involvernent of young people in
both talks and activities about landscape.

Could you...

+ Help suggest and organise talks on aspects of landscape?

+ Create a list of which trees in the parish should come under tree-preservation orders and
help get those orders?

+ Organise or just support occasional litter patrols?

+ Think of activities that might especially interest young people?
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Wildlife

Q. Are you interested in the wild life of the parish?

Yes 61 Mo 7

Closely associated with landscape is wildlife, about which a very large percentage of people
in the parish expressed a real interest and concern,

There were some detailed suggestions, such as keeping cats in at night, making feeding
boxes for squirrels and boxes for nesting birds. Many people were keen to have more
information. Talks about the many forms of wildlife, their habits, survival strategies, their
place in the environment and what we can do to help and encourage them, would increase
further an awareness and appreciation of the rich range of wildlife we have in the parish.
Guided walks were also suggested as part of this programme of education,

It is clear that there is a great interest here and an appreciation of what we enjoy which
deserves to be fostered.

Could you...

« Arrange for someone to give a talk on any aspect of wildlife?

« Give a talk yourself on your interest in wildlife?

* Give a demonstration on making nesting boxes or squirrel feeders?

Footpaths

Q. Do you use, or know where to access, the footpaths in and around the parish?
Yes 57 No 12 :

There is a lot of interest in our public footpaths, i *.i*F'j"ug'fJ. ma
prabably because people realise that this is ) o) _'_':flfa /

the best way to enjoy the parish’s landscape
and wildlife. The concerns about footpaths
seem to be twofold. Those who already
know and walk them are concerned that
they should be maintained and kept
passable, There is also the feeling that it
would be good if they could be extended to
make circular rather than the linear routes
which have arisen from their original uses as, for
example, routes to local work places.

Other people who do not walk them so much are keen to have more information such as
clearer signing and especially some form of booklet which outlines not only where the
footpaths are but which ones are suitable for using with dogs or small children. Such a
booklet could include the places of interest which people might not otherwise know about.
Difficulties, such as fences to be crossed, could be indicated for the benefit of those with
limited mobility. Even organised walks were suggested which would serve the dual purpose
of getting to know both the footpaths and the environment they traverse.



There seemed to be a feeling both of some anger at the way footpaths are sometimes made
inaccessible and of a concern to be able to use them as the best way of gaining access 1o
the countryside.

Here is an engrossing task open to someone but one that would obviously be much
appreciated by the people of the parish and by others beyond.

Could you...

+ Create or join a team who would help maintain our footpaths?
» Act as a guide in a walk along some footpaths?

» Produce a guide book to the parish's feotpaths?

Traffic issues
Q. Are you prepared to work with others to see what can be done?
Yes 42 No 19

The speed of traffic is the major concern of people in all parts of the parish and the Sellafield
traffic is seen as largely responsible for the problem. Many people feel strongly enough
about the issue to be prepared to try to do something about it, but the suggested solutions
can be conflicting. For instance, cutting the hedges and
verges more often to increase vision conflicts with the
desire to keep these areas suitable for wildlife, which
would mean late-season cutting only. It has been
suggested, incidentally, that better vision, as with
better-maintained roads, might lead to even higher
speeds,

The state of the roads, however, is another major
concern of local people. Potholes and the worn and
rutted road edges, where sometimes drivers have
to go off the road to avoid other traffic, are matters
of concern.

While some people advocate the introduction of speed bumps others are against this
method of traffic control. There is, nevertheless, a widespread feeling that something should
be done to control the speed of traffic, especially in view of the increasing number of children
and walkers in the parish. People seem to favour as a minimum, speed limits of twenty miles
per hour and signs warning drivers of the presence of children, walkers and horses. There
are particular concerns about the need for footpaths along the main road at Blackbeck and
in such places as alongside Haile House, but possibly the need for some footpaths would be
reduced if the speed of traffic was more reasonable.

It is, then, the dangers of walking and driving on our local roads which understandably give
people so0 much concern.

Could you...

= Help the parish council by noting which parts of our roads need attention, either cleaning
ar repair?

+ Liaise with the local police about our traffic problems so that some solution might be
found?

Sports, recreation and social activities for all

Q. Would you like to see more activities organised, such as bonfire nights, sports days, walks,
dances or clubs?

Yes 38 Mo 34

About half the people who have responded to the consultations felt no need for more
organised activities than we already have and some people expressed their appreciation of
the efforts already made by such as the Village Hall

Committee to provide interesting activities,

Those people who would like to see more
activities both indoors and outdoors,
asked particularly for events which
would involve the whole family.
Bonfire nights, walks and sports
days featured strongly in the
suggestions made, Summer trips and
Christmas parties open to all parishioners
were also among the many suggested events,

The wide range of activities which was proposed suggests

that any small group of people with an idea could well attract a following for an event. It was
suggested also, that, while people would like to see the continuance and possible expansion
of events at the village hall, there could be set up a recreation commitiee of people who
would organise outdoor events.

An idea which has been mooted before and appeared again in this consultation is that young
people would appreciate a playing field which was suitable for ball games, presumably one
playing field in each village. With increasing traffic on the roads, this could become a real
nead but, even in an area full of fields, it is not easy to see how it could be achieved.

The scheme for the replacement of the playground equipment behind the village hall and the
fund-raising for this scheme is already being organised by a small group of parishioners, who
have consulted widely and are working hard to bring about this facility for our children.

There are plenty of ideas; we just need the structure to organise and advertise them.
Could you...

* Organise and run an outdoor activity?
« Consider joining a ‘Recreation Committee™?




Community spirit
Q. Do you feel that the parish enjoys a good community spirit?
Yes 61 MNod

The greater range of social events mentioned above and even activities like the consultations
and guestionnaire organised as part of the parish plan, were seen as ways of maintaining
and strengthening the good community spirit which most people in the parish feel we are
fortunate to enjoy already. We have a good base. Can we build on it?

There were suggestions that it would be helpful to have available a list of names and
addresses of people in the parish but this is no longer possible because of the restraints of
The Data Protection Act. If, though, people were prepared to give their details for display in
the village hall or on the Haile and Wilton website there should be no problem with this.
Certainly, the names, addresses and ‘phone numbers of people who are offering any form of
help or activity would need to be publicised and it would be up to them to decide what
publicity was appropriate,

A thought. An interesting suggestion that arose was that we as a parish, in
recognising that we have so much to be thankful for, should consider creating
and sustaining a link with, say, a village in Africa. We could offer so much in the
way of support and might be able to offer a better life to people who enjoy none
of the luxuries we take for granted.

Mow what?

This consultation has produced a multitude of ideas, some of which need only a one-off
organisational effort and many of which would involve & longerterm commitment. The
answers to the gquestionnaire suggest a community which is largely happy with what it has,
can see where obvious improvements can be made and is raring to get on with it. The big
question, as always, is: ‘Can we find enough people who are prepared to give time to
organising and running the suggested events and plans?' Anyone can have a go for as short
or long a period as they wish but there is no doubt that it cannot be left to those few who
already give so much time to the welfare of the parish community.

So could you...
= Help in any of the ways suggested above?
+ Suggest improvements to the above ideas?

+ Suggest other ways of helping?



supported by
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The Parish Council gratefully acknowledge the members of the group who have
given their time to work on this project, and especially The Countryside Agency
for their guidance and financial support and to Voluntary Action Cumbria for all
their help in developing the project.

lllustrations are provides by Jonathan Robinson



The Village Link.

This part of the Parish Plan is somewhat different from
the rest as it involves a link with Ranwal, a village in
Rajasthan, Morth West India.

It was felt that it would be a good thing to encourage

an interchange between our parish and people of another
part of the world. We hope to exchange ideas,
photographs, news and letters. We especially hope that
the children and young people of the parish will become
involved.

In the first instance the scheme will run for twelve
months, and if the interest is sufficient there is no reason
. why the scheme should not run for much longer.

There is so much benefit to be gained from such an
international link that we hope many members of the
parish will feel they want to join in. We are forfunate in
having a personal link with the area in Allan Blanchard
who regularly visits the area and who has a company
providing holidays there, Funds from this company go
towards projects to help the villagers and their children.
We, too, could help out in a way that would be efficient,
locally aimed and personally overseen,

Our contact within the parish is Jim Powe: 820236,

This leaflet is a short summary of the activities running
in the Parish which have started as a result of the
consultations within the Parish as part of the Parish Plan.

The Parish Council initiated the consultation about two
years ago, and the committee which was then formed has
now just about finished its work. Thanks are due to the
members of that committee and to the many people who
have involved themselves with the various projects in the
Parish Plan and who are working to carry them through.
This leaflet is brief mainly so that you may keep it easily
and will find it quick to refer to. The main contact
numbers for the various groups are listed together. If you
would like, at any time, to know more about any group
or activity, please do get in touch with the person
mentioned under 'Contact',

The members of the groups mentioned in this leaflet will
always welcome others who would like to join them,
especially as several of the groups have already found
their services being used, even before this leaflet was
published.

If you ever need another copy of this leaflet, or of the
original Parish Plan Report, Norman Hunter on 841340
has a few spare copies.

The Parish Council wishes to acknowledge the guidance
and support given by the Countryside Agency and
Voluntary Action Cumbria.
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Group

Owver sixties

Childcare

Crime and
Safety

Transport

Recycling/
Composting

Loeal
Environment
Footpaths
Traffic Issues
Recreation/

Social

Education

Aim

The 'Thursday Club' will meet on the
second Thursday of every other month
for tea, a chat and a presentation.

To set up a group of volunteers who may
be contacted in the event of baby-sitting
being needed in an emergency.

To set up and run a neighbourhood watch
scheme throughout the parish.

To provide a team of drivers who will
offer transport to members of the parish
who find at any time that they need it.

To inform about and encourage all
aspects of recycling and composting.

To protect and preserve aspects of our
local landscape, wildlife and historic
features.

To produce leaflets of each of four local
footpaths.

To see what can be done about the speed
of traffic in the parish.

To organise three events per year and to
respond to any other perceived need,

To encourage members of the parish to
share their experience, hobbies or
interests,

Timescale

We aim to run the club for
as long as it is supported.

We hope to have this up and
running by the autumn.

By the autumn and
then maintenance.

We hope to have the scheme
set up by the summer.

By the end of the year. Thcln
as needed.

Short term, to list items
relevant. Long term, to
arrange talks and visits.

By September and to
monitor paths thereafter.

One year.

To continue as long as

as there is support.
Whenever a member of the

parish feels able to help
meet the declared need.

Delivery pariner/
Funding

A self-funding group.

This is an informal
and voluntary group.
Mo funding needed.
Local police.

Cumbria C.C.
Self funding

Copeland B.C.

English Nature and
others

Local landowners
Cumbria C.C.

Local police authority

Village Hall Committee
Parish Communiry

Members of the parish.
Self financing.

Parish Contact

Doreen Greening: 841205

Janet Hunter: 841340

Rt artine-S22457
& AMHARM Yeurs e P02

Dave King: 841408

Kate Clough: 841510

Eileen Dixon: 820374

John Atkinson: 822249

Penny Thompson: 841019

John Atkinson: 822249

MNorman Hunter: 841340

Grou

Over Sixties

Childcare

Crime and
Safety

Transport

Recycling/
Composting

Luoeal
Environment

Footpaths

Traffic Issues

Recreation/

Social

Education



The Village Link Haile and Wilton Parish Plan
Below we list the members of the Parish
Village Link. whom you can contact about any particular
area of the Parish Plan. An upda te,
The first part of establishing
this link was the conveying of a :
collection of photographs of the Parish Contact Group
parish to the villagers of Ran-
wal. It seems that they were
fascinated not only with the Doreen Greening 841205 Thursday Club
photographs but with the notion
that people of another country
should be interested in them Janet Hunter 841340 Childcare

anyway. Now thev have re-

ceived a computer, bought with

the money collected through Lesley Fowler 824332 Crime and Safety
events in the village hall when

the presenters very kindly al-

lowed the proceeds to be do- Dave King 841408 Transport
nated to the fund. We hope that

this will prove to be a further _
way of developing the link be- Kate Clough 841510 Recycling
tween the two societies and we

especially hope that the young

people of the parish will be in- Eileen Dixon 820374 Local Environment
volved in the link. | It is over twelve months since

I : the Parish Plan first became
John Atki 822249 Footpath

G it o effective. This brochure has |
been produced to let you know

Penny Thompson 841019 Traffic Issues what has h“PPEHfd so far HI!d
: what we hope will happen in
the future.
John Atkinson 822249 Social Summer 2006

Norman Hunter 841340 Education



Over Sixti

This group, which is now known as the Thursday
club, has been very successful. It meets on the
second Thursday of every other month and usually
has a speaker on subjects ranging from flower
arranging to paramedics. Of course, there is always
the Haile tea provided by some of the members and
the ‘crack’ is always enjoyed. If you would like to
join us, come along, or contact Doreen Greening.

Childcare.

Although a group of people is prepared to child-
mind if they are needed, so far this service has not
been used. While it is clear that regular child-
minding is normally covered by friends and family,
the group is still there if an emergency occurs and a
child needs to be looked after at short notice.

Crime and Safety.

The main aim of this group at present is to set up a
neighbourhood watch scheme for both villages in
the parish. Plans were delayed because our co-
ordinator moved from the area but we hope that,
now that Lesley Fowler has kindly agreed to take
over, we will soon have more news about the
scheme,

Transport.

This service is well established now though it is in
the position to be used even more if the need is
there, At the moment it has users who are regular
and occasional and, as yet, has not been called on
in an emergency. But the service is there for vou to
use, Do ask Dave King if you want to know
anything about the service.

Recycling.
An initial meeting and display was held in June

2005 which people found both informative and fun.
Since then the twin bin scheme has been introduced
to our parish and it is hoped that the black box
scheme for paper, plastics and bottles can be
brought to the area. We have in mind to run
another display with a talk from Stuart Hodgson of
Home Appliances Ltd., a local company that
specialises in recycling,

The Environment.

This group covers a wide range of subjects. Since
it was set up, further historic features have been
‘listed’ in order to protect them. These include the
boundary stones, one of which had to be re-set, in
the field below Whitehow Head, and the Viking
grave covers in Haile church. Les Robertson took
us on a walk to study the badger sets, with many
other bits of information thrown in, and later in the
vear he gave us a talk on the red squirrel and the
dangers it now faces in our area. We hope to offer
other talks, including one on barn owls, and it has
been suggested that we should organise a litter
clear-up this autumn.

At the moment a group of enthusiasts is working on
a collage representing the parish; when it is
finished it will hang in the village hall.

Footpaths.
The group is still working on the production of a

definitive map and guide for the use of parishioners
and visitors, to be available on the parish website
and on paper, but some alterations to a footpath are
delaying matters for the moment. The group is
aware of the poor state of some of our footpaths
and is looking into what the position is regarding
maintenance.

Traffic Issues.

A survey of the speed of traffic has been held in
Haile and an open meeting was arranged to discuss
what could be done to meet the desire of the
villagers that traffic should be better controlled.
The group will be meeting soon to look, with Mark
Hankin (Traffic engineer), at the introduction of a
speed limit in Haile and any further markings that
may be helpful. It is hoped that a similar survey
can be held for Wilton.

Social.

Despite the problems associated with insurance, the
group has been able to organise an exciting event
for children on bikes in Lowther forest, enjoyed
one way and another by all involved. A wvery
successfill car treasure hunt was held in August
involving 74 people, 20 cars and one motorbike. A
lot of fun was had, and a meal at the Royal Oak
rounded off the day.

Education.

This rather grand title covers the hope that people
in the parish will be prepared to share their interests
or hobbies with others. While understandably
many are reluctant to come forward, one or two
have taken the risk and presented evenings that
were all enjoyable. We have had a demonstration
on making hanging baskets and we have thoroughly
enjoyed two slide shows about folks' holiday
adventures in the Himalayas and South America.
We hope to have other such events but are
obviously dependent on yow coming forward
Please think about sharing vour hobbies, interests
or holidays with us.



