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Foreword

This Parish Plan has been prepared by the Parish Council using information
and opinions gained from surveys, research and community participation. It
is believed that the Plan iz comprehensive and that it addresses issues of
concern to parishioners.

The Plan identifies action that can be taken forward by the Parsh Council, by
other individualz and groups within the community, or by other service
providers and statutory bodies. It describes why such action is necessary, as
well as indicating how and when issues might be resolved.

Propesed action on all planning issues, including land use, development and
housing design, is dealt with in the Gilerux Parish Character Statement, the
contents of which complement this Plan, The Parsh Council supports the
recommendations set out in the Parish Character Statement and will monitor
their enforcement

Once formally adopted by the Parsh Council and presented to parishioners,
this Parish Plan will not be consigned to a shelf to gather dust. Parish Plan
implemeantation will play a major part in future meetings of the Parsh Council
and progress will be reported to the community

It is hoped that the Parish Council and the community can work together to
make this sweaping vision of the future of the parish of Gilcrux a reality.

The production of this plan was funded with
financial assistance from the Countryside
Agency and the Parish Council gratefully
acknowledges their support.
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The Parish of Gilerux

The parish of Gilerux is situated in north Cumbria, within the Allerdale Borough Council area
Allerdale broadly encompasses the area between the Solway Coast in the north and west to
the narhern Lake District fells in the south. To the east it borders with Carlisle City Council
and Eden District Council, and with Copeland Borough Council in the south. Gilorux is located
centrally (slightly to the east) within the Barough.

The parish covers an area of 816 hectares, and has a population density of 0.4 per hectare. In
1995 the population was eslimaled to be 313 and there were 123 properties in the parish
Today there are 132 properties with several more under construction. Seftlement is
concentrated in the village of Gilerux and the hamilets of Greengill, and Bullgill (south of the
River Ellen only) with a few outlying farms. In the north the parish boundary follows the River
Ellen, and in the south reaches the lower slopes of Tallentire Hill. It is a completely rural
landscape, scenically diverse and attrachive, and a pleasant place in which to live.

For its size and location it is fortunate in having a range of semnvices which not only serve the
parish but also the surrounding area (see below). A mobile library and a buicher's van visit the
parish, but apart from a small post office/shop, there are no other shopping facilities and
residents travel to nearby towns. The nearest emall market towns are Aspafria, 4 miles, and
Cockermouth & milas distant. Basic reguirements can be met in Aspatria, whilst Cockermouth
offars a wider range of sarvices. To reach a large shopping centre one has to travel 24 miles to
the city of Carlisle. Health care is provided by doctors' surgeries in the “nearby” market towns,
and regional hospitals are sifuated in Carlisle and Whitehaven, 18 miles away.

The parish lies between the AS85 to the south (4 miles distant} and the ASSS in the north (2
miles away), The roads actually running through the pansh are all relatively minor. The three
‘main routes” are the road coming in from the north through Bullgill leading south, which is

joined at Greengill by the road coming in from the sast

Gilerux through the village of Gilcrux. This in turn is joined by the
. Bus service (very limited) road coming in from Oughterside to the north. There are
= Bus shelter two single track roads leading into Gilcrux village from the
. Caravan sites south and north west, and throughout the parish thers ars
" Churgh and churchyard various tracks providing access to farms and fields.

- Garden Machine Centra

- Holiday coltages The primary school in Gilcrux was closed in 1871 and the
. Parish notce board children transferred to Oughterside School, in whose
» Flayground catchment area the village of Gilcrux remains. Today
' Post box children from the parish attend primary schools not only in
" FPost Office/shop Cughterside, but Bridekirk Dovenby, Crosscanonby and
. Public house Cockermouth. Secondary education is provided in
. Restaurant and bar Asgpatria (o year 11 only), Wigton, Cockermouth and
L Riding stables Maryport.

¥ Telephone box

¥ Trout Farm and fishing

. Village Hall

C Village greens

Bullgill

* Farish notice board

. Fost box

. Telephone box

Greangill

* Farish notice board

- Post box

. Telephone box




Plan Preparation

Having initially registered their interest in April 2002, the Parisn

_I'|DW the Plan Council  formally agreed to produce a Parish Plan in July. A

was produced consultant was appointed and a funding application was submitted
to the Countryside Agency.

In agréeing to produce a Pansh Plan for the parish of Gilerux, councillors wera responding to the
established need for major refurbishment of the existing village hall building; the demand for
additional services in the parish; and most importantly the wish to support the production of the
then embryonic Village Design Statement (VDS). The VDS was being produced at the request of
residents in an effort to deter possible  inappropriate, over-development within the parish. The
completed VDS should be read in conjunction with this Parish Plan as the two documents are
complemeantary.

Central to the production of a Parish Plan is consultation with residents. Duning the |ast eightaen
manths questionnaires have been circulated on behalf of the Gilcrux Village Hall Management
Committee and the Gilcrux Parish Character Statement Group (VDS). The results from thesze
were used in conjunction with further input from the Parish Council and local groups including the
Youth Club and Oughterside Primary School, along with the knowledge of longstanding
parishioners. In addition all residents were invited, through both the Pansh Newsletter and tha
Parish Plan Newslelter, to participate and give their views on all pansh issues.

Towards the end of 2002, a housing needs survey was undertaken in the parsh by the Cumbria
Rural Housing Trust. The results of this survey have been incorporated into the Plan.




A Parish Plan

Identifies local problems
and opporunities

Sets aut an achievable
and long term vision for
the future

Prepares a plan of
action ta achieve this
YISO

GILCRUX

3 Pleasa drive carefully

Purpose and Objectives

Parish Plans are part of the “Vital Villages™ initiative being run
by the Countryside Agency A Parish Plan should astablish
what is important to the parish in terms of facilties and
services both at present and for the future; identify the
problems which need to be tackled; and show how the
community's individuality and particular characteristics can
be safeguarded.

A Parish Plan should set out a vision for the community over
the next five to ten years. At the same time it should indicate
what and where action is necessary lo deal with issues of
concermn to those who live and work in the community, be
they social, environmental or economic.

Being a new initiative Parish Plans as yet have no formal
status but it is hoped that, once a parish has produced a
Plan. its contenls can be used to influence the decisions of
the wide range of organisations who provide support and
services to rural communities such as ours.  In fact
production of a Parish Plan is currently considered to be an
essential first step in accessing further grants from funding
bodies, including the Countryside Agency

B The Parish Council believes that the following aims should
| be the main focus of this Pansh Plan

- To provide a basis of fact from which information can
be drawn in order to priortise and implement measuras
lo improve the parish of Gilcnx.

. To identify community prioriies and local needs
thereby informing and influencing the decisions of
statutory bodies, agencies, individuals and groups

. To set out an achievable vision for the future of the
pansh, taking into account the views of the community

* To assist the production of the Gilcrux Pansh
Character Statement, and support itz adoption as
Supplementary Planning Guidance.

. To explain the need for improvement of the village hall
building, whilst considering its future usage

. To improve facilities for youth within the pansh.

. To liaze effectively with Cumbria Police and take all
possible steps fo improve pansh safety.

. To improve community spirit in the parish and involve
all residents in parish concerns.

. Toe make every effort to improve communications
within the parizh



Employment

: : The pansh is fortunate in having a range of tourism and
Agriculture and Business & leisure based businesses, mainly located in Gilonux.

Amenﬂt% are also These cater not only for those living in the community but
considered in the Gilcrux  also bring visitors and holidaymakers to the parish, thus
Parish Character contributing to the sustainability of for example, the
Statement which restaurant, the pub and the shop. The Parsh Council

| ts thi i believes that the promotion of tourism should be
complements this SECoN  gheqyraged in order to ensure the retention of these

of the Parish Plan businesses. but not to the detriment of the community as
a whole.

Also based within the parish are a landscape gardener, a garden machinery centre, a building
contractor, and some home-based small craft workshops. Of course, agriculture plays a large
part in shaping the parish but is no longer labour intansive, The Parish Council will take every
opportunity to welcome other small-scale businesses into the parish to further enhance the
viability and prosperity of the community. However, residents are not keen to see business
development which might cause pollution of any kind or be aesthetically unappealing.

The majority of people living in the parish commute some distance to work, but approximately
10% of those in employment (both full and part-time) work in the parish. The Parish Council
would like to do everything it can to encourage this, whether it be working atfrom home or in
small local businesses. This would accord with cumrent government policy, which aims to
reduce traffic on our reads and its impact on the environment.

The Parish Council is aware that occasionally a business
can outgrow a village location or that action might need to
be taken to ensure that the premises and their usage
remain acceptable within a residential location. Wf:grﬂ . A.\ri;lllahillt'f of ICT i
planning permission for industnal or business premises l‘amlitia_s and tuition in
lapses or upgrading is sought, permission should only be the parish

granted if the amenity and visual impact on the parish

environment is properly considered. The effects on traffic *  Accessto broadband
volume and general road safety must also be taken into e

account, bea?ing in mind that the impact of heavy vehicles *  Availability of facilities
on country lanes can be considerable. Local business for distance learning in
needs the support of the community and any possibility the parish

of friction should be eliminated at the planning stage.

The lszuas

. Promotion of home-based

As developments in information and communications business

technology become available to us all, the opportunities _

for home working increase and the prospect becomes ®  Reduce commuting by
infinitely more desirable with the ease of access. To take promoting local

full advantage of these opportunities people need the srplop

training and the facilties in order to develop the

necessary expertise. Access to broadband technology is * Site any new business sa

considered to be vital and the Parish Council will that it does not cause
proactively encourage and support measures to introduce friction within the.
broadband to the area as soon as possible. residential community

With this in mind, the development of the village hall as a * Local businesses must
community ICT facility iz seen by the Parish Council as an not _he allowed to canatn
opportunity to help residents either leam new skills or environmental conflict in
develop existing knowledge. the community



Employment

The Vision for the Future The reasons for supporting such a policy ara
Reduction in traffic on narrow local roads.
Cansequent reduction in envirenmental pollution and
use of fossil fuels.
Consequent improvement in safety terms for all road

W Encourage and support
appropriate employment
opportunities in the

pansh u=ers, not least pedestnians, cyclists and horse ridars
- Sustainable development — creating a business base
¢ Ensure that everyona in the community
has access 1o training - Potential increase in use of local shop and services

with the emphasis on
infarmation and
communications
technology

Such an ICT facility within the community would enable the
provision of Adult Education classes in the parish
Vocational qualifications could then be acquired without the

[ i i ible at i
; iR e need to travel. something which is not possible at presen

people who have the
aption of home working
where appropriate

It iz acknowledged that within the parish of Gilcrux there are
many small businesses which make a valuable contribution
to employment and tounsm. The challenge is to increase
the number of these businesses and opportunities for
employment without harming the environment, the quality of life, and without putting strainz
on the infrastructure.

Recommeandations for Acfion

= The Parish Council will support the formation of small-scale businesses in the
parish.

» The Parish Council will support home working where appropriate.

» The Parish Council will monitor the siting of business premises fo ensure that their
usage and traffic generated are acceptable.

» The Parish Council will support the initiative fo provide ICT training within the
village hall.

s The Parish Council will proactively encourage and support measures to introduce
broadband to the area as soon as possible.

s The Parish Council will support the promotion of tourism where possible,
providing that it does not have an adverse effect on existing local features.



The Vizion for the Future

To maximise the use of
existing/tourist holiday
accommodation in the
parish

To maintain revenue
from tourism without
impact on the facilities
of the parigh and the
fragile environment

To congider the wisual
affact on the area of

Tourism

The parish of Gilcrux is naturally attractive and has a great
deal to offer the tourizt. In addition o its landscape, quist
lanes and public rights of way. the parigh iz well placed to act
as a centre for exploring the Solway Coast and the northem
Lake District. The parish is popular with walkers and there
are good opportunities for bird watching. For the wvisitor
there are seff-catering properties, holiday cottages and, in
Gilerux, sites for static caravans

Gilerux is presently a thriving village and it would be sad if a
large number of the cottages became second homes or
holiday lets occupied for only short periods in the year. This
would mean that they were no longer available as starter

homes for young, local couples. In many villages where this
haz happened, locals have been priced out of the housing
market and the willage as a wviable, living unit has been
considerably damaged. To counteract such trends the
Parish Council would suppart Allerdale Borough Council in
any proposal to increase the level of council tax payable on second homas.

any proposals for new
caravan sites

There are a number of important businesses in the parish, mainly within Gilcrux, which cater
for both locals and visitors. These include the trout farm, the stables, the restaurant, the public
house and the shop. These businesses are particularly dependent on an influx of visitors and
can be adversely affected by a reduction in numbers. This was demonstrated all too clearly
when access to the countryside was limited dunng the outbreak of Foot & Mouth Disease in
2001.

There is no doubt that quite a number of people in the parish are dependent on  wisitors and
tourists for their living, and it is important that this is not forgotten. The results of the various
consultations undertaken in the parish indicate that opinion is divided about the need for
tourism, From an employment point of view, as already stated, these businesses provide jobs
for local people, often on a par-time basis. These have often been filled by teenagers who
are unable o access this type of work in nearby towns.

However, some opinions expressed on this subject also
showed concern that any large increase in the number of Recommandations for Action
visitors could lead to a degradation of the environment,

thus spoiling the very landscape and historical features «

that make the area what it is. It is acknowledged that
tourists help the parish to sustain such services as the
local shop and pub. However, more traffic is generated on
unsuitable roads.

The prasent caravan site in the centre of Gilcrux is well
screenad, and contributes greatly to the facilties in the
parish. Without this site it is doubtful whether the post
office and shop could survive .

However, due to their temporary nature, caravans can be
an alien form within the natural environment, and their
siting needs very careful consideration to prevent them
spailing the very views that their occupants come to enjoy.

The Parish Council will
support local tourism
businesses, particularly
if they provide
employment for local
people.

The Parish Council
would support Allerdale
Borough Council in any
proposal to increase the
level of council tax
payable on second
homes.

b



Housing

The Gilcrux Parish Character Statement (the content of which complements this Plan) sets out
the relevant history of building in the parish and outlines the planning peolicies affecting
development in the settlements as laid out in the Allerdala Local Plan,

Development in the village of Gilcrux has been mostly in the form of infill and several barn
conversions, with the only significant addition baing “The Forelands® a development of social
housing built to the west of Gilerux in the 1860s, with a second phase on adjacent land in
1991. There ara currently ten Housing Association properties in the parish. The small hamlets
of Bullgill and Greengill comprise the orginal rows of coltages with a few detached dwellings.

A major area of concarn for the Parish Council has been the belief that there is not enough low
cost housing for local people to rent or purchase. Recent sales of cottages within the parish
have been at prices which young people cannot afford, and as a result they face having to
l2ave the village to find affordable housing. The Parish Council would therefore prefer future
developments to incorporate some modestly-sized houses at affordable prices.

The parish has been fortunate in that the Cumbria Rural Housing Trust, in partnership with
Allerdale Borough Council, conducted a survey at the end of 2002 of the level of housing need
in the parish. The Trust carries out research into rural housing needs and works with
communities to try to meet identified housing need with affordable units either to rent;, or part
ownership via new development or refurbishment, or purchase and repair of existing
properties.

The Housing MNeeds Survey has identfied that there could be a potential for six or seven
housing opportunities required within the parish to enable young emerging househaolds to set
up independent homes. This includes a prediction for new household formation within the
parsh. Turnover of the existing Home Housing Association properties is low with there being
potentially only one vacancy over a five year period. Home Housing Association currently
have a fairly healthy waiting list for the properties.

In @ successful community a diversity of housing mix and tenure is essential to enable the
community to thrive and develop. Any future development should reflect the established need
of local people and be at a pace which will allow assimilation of new residents into the
community.
Cumbria Rural Housing Trust's
Housing Needs Survey Report January 2003
and
the Parish Character Statement complement the
contents of this Plan

Recommeandations for Action

. The Parish Council supports the aims and objectives of the Gilcrux Parish Character
Statement

. The Parish Council supports the findings of the Cumbria Rural Housing Group's
housing neads survey

. The Parish Council will work with Allerdala Borough Council and Home Housing Asso-
ciation to encourage the provision of affordable housing in the parish for local people.

1k



THE ISSUES
= Restricted bus service

»  Unsightly and
vandalised bus shelter

+  Marrow roads with sharp
bends

#« Molorigte driving too fast
for road conditions

« Lanes unsafe far
walkers, cyclists and
haorse riders

= Heavy goods vehicles
using narrow country
roads

# Dn-road parking

Highways and Traffic
are also considered in
the Gilcrux Parish
Character Statement,
which complements
this section of the
Parish Plan

Transport & Highways

Buz Sarvices

In the absence of a regular bus service, it 15 almost
impossible to Iive in the parish without ether owning a car or
having access to a car for transport.

A return bus service (one bus each way) currently runs from
the parish on three days of the week. On Tuesdays and
Saturdays to Carlisla, via Aspatria and Wigton, and on
Fridays to Cockermouth. The Parish Council has lobbied
long and hard for this service, but accept that it meets few
needs within the parish. MNeighbouring villages are fortunate
in having more regular services, bul a joint approach to
explore the possibility of better-planned services being
provided could be worthwhile. The Parish Council will
explore the oplions with the representatives of nearby
villages and the County Council Public Transport Officer,

The nearest bus stop for a regular service on seven days of
the week 13 two miles from the village of Gilcrux although
anly half a mile from Bullgitl.

The Parish Council would also support the provision of a
community bus or similar scheme capable of operating on a
flexible basis to complement the existing bus zervice. This
could well link with adjoining parishes. The provision of such
services is important in order to counter social exclusion,
particularly of young people. The Pansh Council also
supparts the promotion of Car Sharing Schemas within the
local area

The Parish Council continuously montors the availability of
public transport to members of the community and will
continue to take every opportunity to improve the service.
This will even include investigating the possibility of
re-opening the rail stop at Bullgill if the opportunity wera to be
presented. The nearest train station is in Aspatria. It is
essential that any move to restrict the current train senice 1o
Azpatria is strongly resisted.

Bus Shelter

Currantly, there is only one bus sheiter in the parish, and this
iz located in the centre of Gilcrux. Owver the years this rather
tired and dated building has been much vandalised by
graffiti, filled with litter, and otherwise abused. The structure
is used by tha young people of the parish as a shelter where
they can meat and talk, espacially in bad weather. Bearing in
mind that there iz nowhere else in the parish where yaung
people can meet their peers outside their own homes in this
way, this shelter is seen as fulfilling a real need for the young
people in the parish. The Parish Council believes that a new,
possibly larger, purpose built shelter would be better abla to
provide such a facility for the youth of the pansh  This would
replace the existing bus shelter.



Transport & Highways

In many parishes, the concept of youth
shelters has baan taken up and attractive
g structures provided. In Gilgrux, such an
amenity would serve as a meeting place
for young people, as well as a bus shelier
when needed.

Traffic

The winding nature of the narrow roads in
and around the pansh should act as a
natural traffic calming measure, keeping
most wvehicles to a reasonable and
zensible speed. However, thera are areas
within the parish whera speeding has
been highlighted as a problam. Approaching Gilcrux from the west. the road is straight and,
despite the existence of a clearly signed 30 mph limit, vehicles often fravel at excessive
spead.

Bullgill alza has a 30 mph limit. This was installed in response to complaints from residents
of speading cars on the steep hill through the hamlet, This road has poor visibility and the
restricted amount of off-road parking available means that cars are parked on the roadside.
The Parish Council believes that it is possible that a new road-marking layout with coloured
surfaces would improve safety for residents and motorists alike.

The only long term solution to the problem of inappropriate and excessive speed is for a
change in thinking on the part of motorists, whether a speed limit is posted or not. It should
be considered both unsociable and unacceptable to break speed limitz. Unfortunately,
present police rescurces make it difficult for them to monitor compliance with speed limits.

Parking on the streat in the village of Gilcrux, espacially at weekends and ovemnight, can
cause problems but conversely also acts as a traffic calming measure. On-road parking is an
issue throughout the parish as the older dwellings do not have pravision for vehicles;, many
households have two or more cars, and people do nol make use of the off-road parking
avallable to them. In several places in the parish, residents are using the verges as their
parking space. This has the advantage of getting their vehicles off the road, but can create
other problems not least the erosion of the grass verges. The Parish Council will give
appropriate support to suitable measures to reduce unsatisfactory or inappropriate parking.

A further concern in a rural area is that any highway restrictions or hazards come with a
plethora of road signs, which in themeselves can be considered an additional visual pollution
of the rural environment. The Parsh Council does, however, support in prnnciple the
installation of sensitivaly designed and locally acceptable measures to secure reductions in
traffic speads. The Parish Council will alzo welcome any moves to promote responzible and
gafia driving in rural and village locations.

The minor crossroads at the top of Bullgill Brow is a concern. Approached from the west on
what is an access road to a farm and farmland, the view to left and right is totally obstructed
by the bankz and hedgerows. From the east, wvisibilty iz not much better. Should
development take place in Gilcrux which leads to an increase in fraffic on this road. the
potential for accidents will obviously be that much greater. The Parish Council will manitor
the situation as well as working with the Highways Authority to improve signage and visibility
at this crossroads



The Vision for the Future

Access to an
adeguate public
transport system

Provision of purpose
built shelter

An appropriate
reduction in vehicle
speed throughout
the parish

Safe "quiet” routes
for non-motorised
traffic on existing
roads

A reduction of
heavy goods
vehicles using tha
parish roads

A reduction in
on-road parking

Transport & Highways

The Council continues to support the 7.5 tonne HGY
exclusion zone, axcept for access, within which the pansh
lies. Regrettably this does not prevent unsuitably large
vahicles travelling on the parish roads, and as a
consequence verges and roadside ditches are often
damaged and blocked when such vehicles meet Any
measures to divert heavy goods vehicles to more
appropriate roads will be supported.

Im & rural parish, residents are used to having to walk along
the side of the road in the absence of paved footways.
However, with increasing traffic speeds and the number of
tight bends, the Parish Council is concerned that in soma
parts of the parish it can actually be quite dangerous to
walk along the roads. The straight stretch from Greengill to
Gilcrux, and the sharp corners and drainage on the road to
Oughterside, are of particular concern to residents. These
izsues will be raised with the Highways Authonty as part of
this Plan.

Quiet Lanes

The parish of Gilerux is fortunata in having a number of
pleasant lanes with attractive views, which are popular with
residents. Horse riders, including those fram the local riding
stables, and walkers use these lanas. The Parish Council
would like to see these lanes protected from unsuitable
traffic. One possible way forward might be to suggest to
the Highways Authority that these |anes should be
incorporated in a “guiet lanes initiative”. Signs would wam
users that the lanes concerned are regularly used by non-
vehicular traffic, thus emphasising that highways are for the
use of all and not just the motonst.

The Parish Council supports a Quiet Lanes Initiative and
would be willing to assess and review the implemeantation
of quiet lanes within the parish at a future date.

Recommendations for Action

Appropriate support will be given by the Parish Council for suitable measures to
raduce unsatisfactory or inappropriate parking.

Tha Parish Council supports the initiative for Quiet Lanes and would be willing to
assess and review such a policy at a future date.

The Parish Council supports the promotion of Car Sharing schemes within the
community.

The Parish Council will continue to seek improved bus service links to the major
towns, and will consult with neighbouring parizshes on this issue.

The Parish Council will support sensitively designed and locally acceptable
measures to secure reductions in traffic speeds, improve road safety, and
promote responsible driving in the parish.

The Parish Council will fight any move to reduce the train service to Aspatria,
and act should the possibility arise of re-opening the rail stop at Bullgill.



Public Rights of Way

The parish has a number of pleasant footpaths and
bridleways. These, together with the quiet lanes, provide a
variety of enjoyable and peaceful walks. Some of thess
paths are ancient highways predating the Roman occupation.
More recently miners and agricultural workers regularly used
them. Their historical significance is important to the parish.

For many years these paths have bean watched over by a
group of willing volunteers, who have kept overhanging
branches and brambles to a minimum and reported serious
problems

In recent years. the rolling programme of the Rights of Way
Section of Cumbria County Council has inspected, restored
where neceszary, and way marked, all the public rghts of
way in the parish. Prior to that the Parish Council was a
member of the Parish Paths Initiative under which extenszive
improvements were carried out.

Each year the Rights of Way Section of Cumbna County
Council arrange for the cutting of vegetation on the parish
paths and some of those with which they connect in
surrounding parishes. The Parish Council is extremely
grateful for this support from the County Council.

Minor maintenance continues to be organised by the Fansh
Council who regard this work as important for the Parish

Recommendations for Action

. The Parish Council will continue to work with the
County Council, Rights of Way Section, in keap-
ing all the paths in good order.

. The Parish Council will seeks ways of producing
a map of village paths around the parish for the
benefit of residents and visitors.

Public Rights of Way are also
considered in the Highways and
Traffic section of the Gilcrux
Parish Character Statement,
which complements this Section
of the Parish Plan.



Landscape & Environment

) A significant attraction to thasa living in the parish of Gilcrux is
There are sections on  the rural setting. Residents do not wish to see this threatened

Landscape and by inappropriate development of any kind, and this is fully
Environment in the coverad in the Gilcrux Parsh Character Statement, which
- complements this Plan
Parish Character i
Statement which Over the years the Parish Council. with the help of the
complement the community, have taken various steps to enhance the

contents of this Plan environment.  In the spnng many of the roadsides are alive
with daffodils, planted over the years by volunteers and funded
by the Parish Council. Public areas are maintained with the
help of outside contractors and also by panshioners
themselves. There are, however, @ number of issues which
modern-day living has brought to the parish. The Parish
Council balieves that it is important that these are carefully
controlled, with the help of residents, enabling full enjoyment
of the pleasuras that parizh life presents.

Signage

The increasing number of signs {of various types) encroaching
on rural areas are becoming a matter of concern.  The Parish
Council believes that their use should be carefully monitored
so that they do not become an unnecessary visual intrusion.

Lighting

One of the joys of living in the countryside is the ahility to
clearly see the night sky. The Parish Council will continue ta
alert parishioners to the irritation caused by light pollution,
especially that created by security lights on private dwellings
The careful siting and positioning of such lights, whilst making
full use of sensors and time controls, can often alleviate
problems of this nature. Any new or replacement street
lighting should use screened, low-pressure sodium l[amps.

Litter

A number of residents have expressed their concern at the
litter to be found within the settlements and along the
roadsides. The Parish Council monitors the situation
continuously and has recently arranged for the existing
litterbins to be emptied more frequently. For some years now
the Parish Council has co-ordinated a “Spnng Clean” with the
aim of removing litter from all public areas in the parish, and
are grateful to the Councillors and members of the public who
volunteer their help. The Parish Council hopes that rasidents
will continua to assist in preventing this problem

Overhead Wires

The guestion of unsightly overhead cables has been raised
during discussion of the Parish Plan. This is especially
relevant to the road running through the centre of Gilcrux
y The Parish Council believes that all new cabling should be
underground and pressure should be put on the utility
companies o bury the existing cables when they need
replacing,

L5



Landscape & Environment

Dog Fouling

Through the quarterly newsietter, in response to complaints received, the Parish Council
reqularly reminds parishioners that, within the 30 mph speed limits, all dog fouling on public
areas including the greens, playground, roadside verges and pavements, is illegal and dog
owners can be fined. The problem of dog fouling is something which could be eradicated
given the co-operation of dog owners. The Parish Council strongly supports Alerdale
Borough Council's enforcement of the  penalties for dog fouling, and will take any necessary
action. A "dog waste bin” is situated on the side of the main green, and the Parish Council
hopes that residents will clear up after their dogs.

Village Greens in Gilcrux

The exigting areas of village green are registered. Their maintenance is the responsibility of
the Parish Council, and their protection is the responsibility of the landowner, the Lord of the
Manor. The greens are an important feature of the village and need to be protected and
preserved for future generations. The main green, between the church and the village hall, is
in need of additional drainage work that will make it more usable. The Parish Council will
continue to monitor and maintain the registered village greens.

Recommendations for Action

. The Parish Council will monitor the use of signs within the parish to prevent any
unnecessary visual intrusion.

. The Parish Council will support measures to reduce unnecessary light pollution
in the parish.

. The Parish Council will take action to reduce litter and dog mess in the parish.

. The Parish Council will seek to ensure that new and existing utility cabling in tha
parish is buried underground in the future.

= The Parish Council will support measures to improve the environment of the
village, including further daffodil planting.

. The Parish Council will continue to monitor and maintain the registered village
greens.

. The Parish Council supports the recommendations sat out in the Gilerux Parish
Character Statement in respect of landscapa and anvironmental issuas.

I



The Gilcrux Wells and Springs

The Gazetteer and Directory of Cumberland of 1847 described the springs of Gilerux parish
as follows;

“This Parish is perhaps the most remarkable of any in England for the fineness and number
of its springs. In the village a fine spring rises at almost every door, and when united form a
considerable stream. |n a field a little eastward from the village are two springs about 40 or
50 yards asunder, the one fresh and the other salt water. having medicinal properties: the salt
spring is denominated 'Tommy Tack' "

The parish has developed considerably since that time and no trace now exists of Tommy
Tack’. However, there are still a number of springs and their outlets (wells) to be found, es-
pecially in the village of Gilcrux. Indeed the Gilcrux Springs Trout Farm depends on the sup-
ply of clean, fresh spring-water for its existence

In some cases, though, the stone structures surrounding the wells are becoming unstable
and the metal work is in need of attention. The Parish Council camies out routine
maintenance, but in gensral the wells could all benefit from more detailed renovation.

It is important that these wells should be protected for the future, and a way forward might be
for a local “heritage group” to be formed to make a written record of everything that is known
about the spnngs. Grant funding for significant improvernents and maintenance could then
be sought under the Local Heritage Initiative through the Countryside Agency,

In addition, all steps should be taken to protect the qualty and quantity of water supplying
each of these springs and wells should any development occur in their vicinity, For this
reason, their existence and status should be brought to the attention of Allerdale Borough
Council.

Fecommendations for Action

The Parish Council will continue to maintain the wells and take steps to protect the
springs, and will support any group established to further this aim.
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Community Services

As a result of the vanous surveys recently undertaken in the
parish and the discussion they have prompted, a number of
social issues have been identified. Some of these can be
tackled within the parish; others need the involvement of
higher authorities.

One izsue stands out beyond all others, That is the need to
ratain and develop the village hall as a multi-functional facility
for the parigh. It is clearly impractical for a small rural
community to have a building for every purpase, and in the
parish of Gilcrux the only possible solution is to provide as
wide a range of facilities as possible within the existing
= village hall building. Those who responded to the various
 surveys are unanimous in their support for this facility. The
importance of the building cannot be over-estimated, and a
8 later section of this Plan is devoted exclusively to the villags
< hall.

Post Office & Shop

Another important community facility is the Post Office and
shop, attached to The Beeches Caravan Site in the centre of
Gilcrux. This provides parishioners with an amanity that all
too many rural communities have lost. The Parish Council
supports any measures that can be taken to protect the
wiability of this service

Recycling

Currently, there is a small recycling centre on private land (by
kind permission of the owners, Mr & Mrs H Wilkinsen) in
Gilerux. There are facilities for recycling glass, paper and
card, and metal cans. This facility is extremely popular with
residents and enthusiastically supported. It is the policy of
= central government to increase the amount of matenal that
~ can be recycled. and the Parish Council will support any
initiatives that can be brought to the parish.

Public Seats

There are nine public seats in the parsh. The Parish Council has provided the majomty of
these, and all are currently maintained by the Council. Recent discussions on the future of the
seal at The Forelands have resulted in a decision to remove this seat on gafety grounds.
Parishioners have been invited to give their opinions on where another seat might be sited




Community Services

The Parish Field
The Parish Council owns a 2 acre field approximately half a mile from the centre of Gilcrux, on

the lane towards Bullgill. The field was once the site of a parish rubbish tip. The condition of
this field makes it unusable for sports facilities, and its relatively isolated location means that
younger children would require adult supervision if they were to use it

The field could be used as a nature or wildlife reserve and this possibility has been explored by
the Parish Council in the past. However, again its remate location meant that few parishioners
were in favour of such an initiative. Currently the field is let during the summer months for
grazing, and provides a [ittle revenue for the pansh.

One possibility, that has been floated, is to see if any of the farmers with land in the parish
would consider exchanging a suitable area of their land for the field. The Parish Council could
then provide a football pitch, a bike jumpitrack, or even a cricket pitch, for use by both adults
and children in the parish. Such a facility, if sited centrally, would alse lend itself to community
avents and provide a safe play environment for parish children

The Parish Council believes that the future of the parish field should be considered as part of
this Plan.

Recommendations for Action

. The Parish Council will support initiatives to promote the viability of the Post
Office and shop, in an effort to retain this amenity for the community.

. The Parish Council will support any initiative jointly with Allerdale Borough
Council to increase recycling of waste from the parish.

. The Parish Council will seek to provide a suitable area of land within the parish
for use as a recreational fiald for sports and community use.



Youth Services

As part of the Pansh Plan, the Parish Council wishes to take the opportunity to improve
services for young people in the parish. It is, of course, impossible for major leisure facilities to
be provided in all villages and, for many young people living in a rural area, this means that
they are dependent on parents or friends for transport to amenities in nearby towns. Often this
means two joumeys for the driver involving a considerable amount of time and expense.

In considering its policy towards young pecple, therefore, the Parish Council dacided to set out
its aims within this document so that for the future there are clear guidelines for the Parish
Council, local organisations and the young people themselves.

These aims can be summarised as follows

. Ta provide better facilities within the parish for young people.
0 To ease access to facilities targeted at young people.

. To reduce antisocial behaviour,

There is no doubt that in a rural area without adequate bus services, young people can find it
difficult to occupy their time. The Parish Council wishes to address this problem in the Plan.

The present facilities for young people's leisure activities in the parish are

. The recently re-activated Youth Club in the village hall.
. The playground and village greens.
* Occasional one-off events organised in the past by the Children's Committee

For other leisure activities. young peopla in the parish need to access nearby towns
Youth Shelter

Within the parish young people naturally meet to talk, but the lack of a suitable space
especially in poor weather, makes it difficult for them to enjoy themselves. The bus shelter, in
the centre of Gilcrux, is often used as a meeting place simply becausa it provides some cover
In all other respects it is not appropriate as it is too close to the road, and is enclosed with no
windows and no lighting. A purpose built youth shelter would provide a valuable amenity in the
parish,

Parish Councillors have been impressed by the logic of the arguments put forward for a facility
of this type to be found in the *Good Practice Guide™ recently produced by Thames Valley
Folice.

In Gilcrux, as in many other panshes, play equipment is provided for younger children. There
is a gap in recreational facilities covering the adolescent years which can cause problems, and
thiz has already been demonstrated in Gilcrux. Young people need somewhere to “hang out”
together, somewhere that is accessible and free.

A youth shelter is "a structure designed to meet the social needs of young people — a sheltered
place to sit and talk™. It would have a roof, but would be open on all sides enabling all round
vigibility, ‘natural policing’ and safety for users. If necessary, partial screening can be provided
on one or more sides as extra protection from wind and rain.  Careful siting is essential as is
involving the young people in the decision making process.

The Parish Council believes that the young people of the parish would welcome and benefit
from a youth shelter. and will consider provision of such a structura.



Youth Services

The Youth Club

Im 2002, mindful of the lack of facilities for young people in the village, the Youth Club was
re-formed. The Club meets in the village hall and provides activities for two age groups. "The
Crux” is for older children and the “Crucial Crew” for younger children

It is @ popular venue. every third Friday of the month, for about 35 young people from the
parish and surmounding villages. The Club is registered with Cumbria Association of Young
People and the National Association of Clubs for Young People. This gives the Club better
access to insurance and information about events, courses and funding opportunities. This
Club is a vital leisure outlet for the young people of the pansh and its aspirations are fully
supparted by the Parish Council.

The (former) Children’s Committee

For many years, the Children’s Committee organised one-off events for young people in the
parish. These included trips sports days, bonfire parties and Christmas parties. The Pansh
Council regrets that this Committee has recently ceased its activities, but are grateful to the
Youth Club for ensuring that some of the work of this Committee will continue for the
foreseeable future. The Council wishes o thank all those willing volunteers involved in running
the Children's Committee over the years

Young People's Questionnairas

As part of the preparation of this Parish Plan. young pecople from the parish attending
Oughterside Primary Schoel and members of the Youth Club were invited to fill in a shon
guestionnaire giving their views on the facilities needed in the parish. The items requested
were as follows (figures in brackets represent the number of children making this request)

A football'sparts pitch (15)

A bike track with jumps (20)
Addtional use of village hall (8)
Baskethall pitch/posts (5)
Discos and film nights (5)
Swimming facilities (15)

Better links to Cockermouth (3)
Visits by a fair (4)

Better play equipment {3}

A zoo (1)

Obviously, some of these ‘wishes” are not practicable, but they do demonstrate the feelings of
the young people in the parish, In particular, the two most popular tems — the football pitch
and the bike track — are projects, which the Parish Council believes, should be sericusly
cansidered if appropriate sites could be found. There is, however, an underlying impression
that the young pecple of the parish have mainly requested facilities that they believe it is
possible o provide, They have discounted Intermet facilities or clubs similar to The Reef in
Cockermouth where young peopla of the same age can meet together

There is no doubl that the community needs to give their support and assistance lo anyone
providing leisure facilities in the parish for the young pecple living here, The Parish Council is
grateful to those volunteers who give their time in order to organise and run the Youth Club.
The Council will support additional efforts to increase |eisure oppartunities for young people in
the parish.



Youth Services

It is also clear that the village hall is providing a vital facility in the parish as a venue for such
activities. Thea Parish Council believes that consideration should be given to increasing the
role that this building plays in providing leisure facilities. This would require improvements to
the buiding, and these will not happen without more support from the community in general
and, in particular, from the parents of the young pecple. The parents are, after all, best placed

to asszist those prepared to organise events and provide opportunities for the yvoung people of
the parish.

Recommendations for Action

" The Parish Council balieves that the continued use of the village hall as a venue
for recreational opportunities for young people is vital to the present and future
development of the community.

. The Parish Council will seek to provide a footballlsports pitch and a bike track if
suitable sites can be identified and purchased.

. The Parish Council will consider further the provision of a “youth shelter”,
possibly replacing the existing bus shelter.

= The Parish Council will support additional afforts by the Youth Club and any
other groups to increase leisure opportunities in the parish for young people

= The Parish Council will investigate the provision of batter transport links with
nearby towns. If necessary, these will link with other parishes and enable older
children to spend time with their friends at larger leisure facilities outside school
hours.



Village Hall

A recent survey by the Countryside Agency revealed just how many of the essential services in
vilages have been lost over the last few decades. The proposals in the Parish Plan are
designed to try to halt this process in the parsh of Gilerux

As well as its residents, the mainstays of any parish are its school, church, shops, inns and
meeting places. If these facilties are lost. community life suffers. Already Gilcrux has lost its
school. The village hall and the church arg the enly public buildings left in the parish. It is vital
tharafora that theza buildings remain available for public use.

A suitable meeating place, available to all residents on a regular or occasional basis. is seen by
the Parish Council to be essential. The recent Village Hall Cuestionnaire and other
consultation with veluntary groups have identified the need for a hall as a prominent issue in
the Parish Plan.

In fact, during the whole of the Plan consultation process, residents have repeatedly expressed
their hope that the hall building can be improved and thereby made more use of as the focus
for parish activities. Those groups using the hall at present are extremely concerned about
their future if thiz building is lost to the commuinity

The Parish Council has worked particularly closely with the Village Hall Management
Committee during the preparation of this Plan in assessing the present use of the hall, as well
as its patential use by new groupe of users if the hall can be mproved.

Gilcrux Village Hall = A Brief History

The present village hall was built in 1864 as the parish school, replacing the 1771 school which
had become too small. Both buildings were built by subscription of the parishioners of Gilcrux
In 1948, a Scheme was drawn up establishing the school as a church school, but this did not
transfer ownership of the building The school closed in the summer of 1971,

At that time various claims were made in respact of the ownership but none could be
satisfactorily proved. Ewventually, after much discussion between the parigh, the Department of
Education and then the Charity Commission, it was agreed in 1978 that the school building
would become the sole asset of a new charity to be called *The Gilcrux Church School
Foundation”

The Trustees of this Foundation would
be the same as those of the existing
Tordiff Educational Foundation, which
was set up in 1799 to provide money far
the education of children in the school.
Following the closure of the school, tha
Tordiff Educational Foundation was
g distributing money in the form of grants
to help with the educaton of young
parishioners. Any monies accoruing o
the Gilcrux Church School Foundation
would be deemed to belong to the
Tordiff Educational Foundation

In 1986 the Chanty Commission agreed that the property could be leased to the "Gilcrux
Village Hall Management Committee” on a 35-year, full repairing lease, at a rent of £1 per
annum. This Committee is registered with the Commission as a charity and is currently
managing the village hall.



Village Hall

It is to the considerable credit of successive Village Hall Committees that, since that time, the
bwilding has been brought back from a semi-derelict state to its present useable condition.
This has only been achieved by a great deal of hard work on the part of a dedicated band of
volunteers. The Committee is aware though of the long-term structural needs of the building i
it is to remain in use.

The present situation is guite complicated. Whilst the Gilcrux Village Hall Management
Committee have a lease which expires in 2021, the Tordiff Educational Foundation's funds are
now so depleted that the giving of meaningful grants may shortly no longer be possible. This
could mean that when the lease expires in 2021, the then Trustees of the Gilcrux Church
School Foundation might not feel obliged to renew the lease and certainly not on such
favourable terms as at present. Therafore. the only public hall in the parish may be lost.

The three charities invelved acknowledge that the present situation needs to be addressed.
Maoves are afoot to “amalgamate” the assels and responsibilities of these charities under the
umbrella of one new charity, thereby securing the future of the hall and the grant giving body
for the benefit of the parish. The Trustees could then seek the major funding vital for the long
term repairs and maintenance required on the building.

Future Plans

With the future in mind, the Village Hall Management Committee has undertaken over the last
two years a daetailed examination of all aspects affecting the future of the hall. This charts a
way forward for the hall assuming a successful outcome to the proposals outlined above. This
examination has been extremely thorough and the results of the surveys of needs and the
condition of the fabric of the building will provide an invaluable basis for a feasibility study and
business plan for the hall at the appropriate time.

The main points of the surveys are as follows -

Village Surveys and Questionnaires

In 2001, questionnaires were circulated to homes in the parish and 38 replies were recaived.
Similar guestionnaires were also circulated in the villages of Bridekirk and Tallentire, in the
adjoining parish of Bridekirk, and a further 60 replies were received. Thers s no village hall in
Bridekirk parizh.

Whilst the number of replies was considered disappointing, the results all recorded a positive
response to the prospeact of renowvating and refurbishing the hall. Many of those who
responded thought that the hall should be developed for multi-use activities, with particular
emphasis on activities for young people who are otherwise dependent on adults in order to
travel to local towns for leisure activities.

Support for the hall also came out strongly from the answers to the questionnaire circulated by
the Gilcrux Parish Character Statement Group to which over 80% of the parsh responded.
Many residents would like to see the hall used more oftan and for a greater range of activities.
Obwicusly, this would be easier to achieve if the hall building and the facilities were updated.

With thie encouragement, the Village Hall Management Committee is aiming to provide a
multi-functional hall for tha futura. The layout and design will be planned accordingly.



Village Hall

Condition of the Existing Building

In parallel with the needs survey, tha \illage Hall Management Committee also considerad
a number of reports with regard to the structural condition of the building and its state of re-
pair. The major problems are associated with its original construction.

The building is constructed of sandstone with a Westmoreland slate roof. In common with
many ‘Victorian buildings of this type. it has senous problems with rising and penetrating
damp that will require considerable corrective work in the long term. The roof also requires
renagwal, including new timbers, insulation and under felting, before replacing the slates.
The level of the land immediately around the hall needs to be lowered to below floor level,
and surface water proparly drained away.

In addition, the general internal fabric of the building, plasterwork, windows, porch fioors.
sanitary accommodation, and kitchen require extensive repairs andf/or renewal to bring
them up to moderm-day standards. The cost of such a scheme could only be considered if
major grant funding is obtained

MNevertheless. this way forward would be considerably cheaper than building a new hall.
The present building is ideally situated within the village of Gilcrux, next to the main green
and play area and with adequate parking space to the front

Future Design and Layout

The hall is littke altered since its use as a Victonan School. There is one large hall with two
original porches/axits, one of which is a small room and is used as a storage area. The
outside toilets were demolished long ago, and toilet accommeoedation is accessed off the
hall. The kitchen occupies another room on the opposite side of the hall.

When planning the improvements to the hall, the Village Hall Management Committee be-
lieves that careful consideration should be given to designing a schame which would allow
the building to be temporarily divided for emaller meetings, thus reducing heating costs and
increasing flexibility of use. Also an area would need to be found for facilities such as ICT
equipment which could be used for training and perhaps as an intemet "café” for use by
yvoung people in the pansh.

Conclusion

In this Parish Plan it is not possible to include all the ideas and suggestions which have
been put forward for the village hall. The surveys carried out and the support work by the
Village Hall Management Committee have established that there is a strong ongoing need
to retain this facility in the parish and for it to be improved as soon as funding ¢an be made
available, The work undertaken on this project by the Committee is to be commeandead

Recommendation for Action

The Parish Council supports the efforts of the Village Hall Managament Committes
to retain and improve the village hall building as it is the only facility of this nature
Iin the parish.



Parish Safety

Folice resources in a large county such as Cumbria are often stretched to the limit needing to
caver sparsely populated rural areas with many isolated properties. Whilst the police do all
that they can to assist parishes, rural crime is a8 concem and constant vigilance is encouraged

Undar Section 17 of the Crime & Disorder Act. the Pansh Council has a duty to consider the
impact of all its functions and decisions on crime and disorder in its local area. This is not a
new conceplt, but central government is keen to ensure that local police forces and the rural
communities are working together to try to reduce crime and improve safety generally,
especially in rural areas.

In the parish of Gilcrux there has been an active Meighbourhood Watch for many years, which
has the financial backing and support of the Parish Council. However, community participation
has beaen at best sporadic. The Parish Council has a good relationship with the local police
who are available to discuss and act on matters of concern. For example, the police recently
provided targeted patrols in response to vandalism problems with a successful outcoms

In this Parish Plan, the Parish Counal has considerad ways in which the general safety of the
parish residents can be improved. To assist in this, local police officers have been consulted.
as any initiative would need their support in order to succeed.

The consensus of opinion is that if the fear of crime, whether real or perceived, and actual
crime problems are to be reduced in the parish, more practical measures are necessary.
These would cover the protection of property, education, and personal safety, and involve
working together with the police.

Parish Safety Group

For many, the thought of yet another group in the parish may bhe off-putting. However it has
been proved that, if an active Parish Safety Group can be established which has the benefit of
police support and advice, real progress can be made in respect of reducing crime and
anti-social behaviour in rural parishes. Such a group can be given statistics of incidents
relating to their parish and, from this information, ientify areas of concem and obtain advice
on how to improve a situation. Often simple measures to improve problems, such as erecting
a fence, impraving lighting, or even taking out bushes where criminals could hide, are effective
For householders, a Cnme Prevention Officer can undertake a survey and give guidance on
crime prevention matters for an individual property. Cumbria Police had indicated that they
would support any parish that formed a Pansh Safety Group and would provide a Ligizon
fficer to work with them.

Ultimately, improved crime prevention will have o come with the help of the residents of the
parish together with police involvement. The recommendation of the Parish Council is that a
Parizsh Safety Group should be formed to work with the police to improve overall safety in the
parish. Such a group would incorporate the work currently being done by Meighbourhood
Watch, and would be formed from a cross-section of the community. Financial support
towards administration costs would continue to ba given by the Pansh Council if necessary.

The Pansh Council believes that increasing the awarenass and responsibilities of parshioners
in this way can only be to the beanafit of everyone living in the community.

Recommendation for Action

. The Parish Council will actively encourage the formation of a Parish Safety
Group, and will provide appropriate financial support if necessary.
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Media & Communications

Parish Newslatter

The Pansh Council currently produces a Parish Newsletter
every guarter, and a copy is deliverad to every house in the
parish. The newsletter keeps residents up to date with parish
council affairs, as well as information with regard to the
church, the parish groups and committees, coming events,
reports on past events, and items of general interest o

_ parishionars. Recently, the Parish Council has decided on a

“‘new look™ for the newsletter, and with effect from March
2003, the new editors will include information not only on
behalf of groups operating in or from the parish, but also from
businesses and indviduals. Parishioners have been invited
to submit articles, letters, comment, memairs, news and diary
dates.

Parish Web Site

The possibility of creabng a Pansh Web Site has also been
discussed. This would include all the facilities in the parish
and act as excellent publicity for pansh businesses and
gervicea providers. [t is possible that such a project could
recaive grant funding, and the Parish Council will seek further
information on this once the Parish Plan and Gilcrux Parish
Character Statement are published. A Parish Web Site could
usefully include some of the pictures and information

§"" collected for use in those documents.

Recommendations for Action

parish newsletter.

benefit to residents.

Motice Boards

The Parish Council has a notice board in each of Gilcrux,
Bullgill and Greengill. In addition. notices can be posted in
the post office. the village hall, The Mason's Amms, and The
Beeches Restaurant. These facilties are well used and
provide an essential service to the residents. The Parish
Council do not believe that there is any need at present for
additional nctice boards within the parish or for the re-siting
of any of the current notice boards.

Community Map

The Parish Council considers that the production of a
community map would be of great benefit. Such a map
would identify every proparty or group of properties in the
parish by name as well as showing street names where ap-
propriate. Copies of this map would be distributed to the
emergency services and other bodies to assist with finding
houses when necessary, and would also be available to the
COmimunty

The Parish Council will continue to support and finance production of a quarterly

The Parish Council will explore the possibility of creating a parish web site.
The Parish Council believes that the production of a community map would be of



Action Plan

Employment

« The Parish Council will support the formation of small-scale businesses in the
parish.

s« The Parish Council will support home working where appropriate.

« The Parish Council will monitor the siting of business premises to ensure that their
usage and traffic ganerated are acceptabla.

« The Parish Council will support the initiative to provide ICT training within the
village hall.

» The Parish Council will proactively encourage and support measures to introduce
broadband to the area as soon as possible.

+ The Parish Council will support the promation of tourism where possible, providing
that it does not have an adverse effect on existing local features.

Tourism

. The Parish Council will support local tourism businesses, particularly if they
provide employment for local people.

. The Parish Council would support Allerdale Borough Council in any proposal to
increase the level of council tax payable on second homes.

Housing
. The Parish Council supports the aims and objectives of the Gilcrux Parish
Character Statement.

. The Parish Council supports the findings of the Cumbria Rural Housing Group's
housing needs survey.

. The Parish Council will work with Allerdale Borough Council and Home Housing
Association to encourage the provision of affordable housing in the parish for
local peocple.

Transport & Highways

. Appropriate support will be given by the Parish Council for suitable measures to
reduce unsatisfactory or inappropriate parking.

. The Parish Council supports the initiative for Quiet Lanes and would be willing to
assess and review such a policy at a future date.

. The Parish Council supports the promotien of Car Sharing schemes within the
community.

. The Parish Council will continue to seek improved bus service links to the major
towns, and will consult with neighbouring parishes on this issue,

. The Parish Council will support sensitively designed and locally acceptable
measures to secure reductions in traffic speeds, improve road safety, and
promote respongible driving in the parish.

. The Parish Council will fight any move to reduce the train service to Aspatria, and
act should the possibility arise of re-opening the rail stop at Bullgill.

Public Rights of Way

. The Parish Council will continue to work with the County Council, Rights of Way
Section, in keeping all the paths in good order.

* The Parish Council will seeks ways of producing a map of village paths arcund
the parizh for the banefit of residents and vizitors.

Landscape and the Environment

® Tha Parish Council will monitor the use of signs within the parish to prevent any
unnacessary visual intrusion.

. Tha Parish Council will support measures to reduce unnecessary light pollution.

it




Action Plan

. The Parish Council will take action to reduce litter and dog mess in the parish.
. The Parish Council will seek to ensure that new and existing utility cabling in the
parish is buried underground in the future.

. The Parish Council will support measures to improve the environment of the
village, including further daffodil planting.

. The Parish Council will continue to monitor and maintain the registered village
greens.

. The Parish Council supports the racommaeandations set out in the Gilerux Parish

Character Statement in respect of landscape and environmantal issues.

Gilcrux Springs and Wells
. The Parish Council will continue to maintain the wells and take steps to protect
the springs, and will support any group established to further this aim.

Community Services

¥ Tha Parish Council will support initiatives to promote the viability of the Post
Office and shop, in an effort to retain this amenity for the community.

. The Parish Council will support any initiative jointly with Allerdale Borough
Council to Iincrease recycling of waste from the parish.

. The Parish Council will seek to provide a sultable area of land within the parish for
use as a recreational field for sports and community use.

Youth Services

¥ The Parish Council believes that the continued use of the village hall as a venue
for recreational opporiunities for young people is vital to the present and future
davelopment of the community.

. Tha Parish Council will seak to provide a football/lsports pitch and a bike track if
suitable sites can be identified and purchased.

. The Parish Council will consider further the provision of a “youth sheltar”,
possibly replacing the existing bus shelter.

. The Parish Council will support additional efforts by the Youth Club and any other
groups to increase leisure opportunities in the parish for young people

. The Parish Council will investigate the provision of better transport links with
nearby towns. If necessary, these will link with other parishes and enable older
children to spend time with their friends at larger leisure facilities outside schoal
hours.

Village Hall
. The Parish Council supports the efforts of the Village Hall Management Committee
to retain and improve the village hall bullding as it is the only facility of this nature

in the parish.
Parish Safety
. The Parish Council will actively encourage the formation of a Parish Safety Group,

and will provide appropriate financial support if necessary.

Media & Communications

- The Parish Council will continue to support and finance production of a quarterly
parish newslatter.

- The Parish Council will explore the possibility of creating a parish web site.

M The Parish Council believes that the production of a community map would be of
benafit to residents.
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