H

Drigg and Carleton
Parish Plan

Compiled by Drigg and Carleton Parish Council
Published April 2008




Chairman’s opening and welcome

Welcome to the Parish Plan for Drigg and Carleton
Parish

This document is largely based on the input of the Parishioners of Drigg and Carleton Parish.
The policy statements developed by the Parish Council, and recorded here, are a direct product
of the views of the Parishioners. It is intended that this document should be a ‘living’
document, and that it should evolve over the coming years in order to meet the challenges and
changing needs of our community. The views and policies represented here will be shared with
all the major stakeholders and agencies that the Parish Council have to interact with, and will be
used positively to shape their plans in order to protect the interests of Drigg and Carleton
Parish.

Many people have contributed to the production of this Parish Plan, and | would like to extend
thanks to all those who have helped generate, what | believe, is a genuinely useful statement
aboul our Parish and Community.

John Jennings, Chairman of Drigyg and Carleton Parish Council
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Stakeholders and partners

We would like to thank all our stakeholders and partners in the development of
this Plan, first and foremost the Drigg & Carleton parishioners, and then the
following groups in no particular order:
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Section 1: Introduction

The Parish Appraisal, Parish Plan and the Future

During 2005, a number of factors combined to persuade the Drigg and Carleton Parish Council
that a Parish Plan should be prepared. The last Parish Plan was prepared in 1991, and it was
considered timely to collect and collate the current needs and aspirations of the local
community, and use this feedback to shape the current policies of the Parish Council. The
Parish Plan could then be used to:

- provide a focus and direction for future developments and improvements within the
Parish
- help define how the Parish could make use of the increased delegated powers and
financial control under any future reorganisation of local government
- clarify the type of benefits the Parish Council should seek from the Nuclear
Decommissioning Authority, which has a declared policy to bring socio-economic benefit
to those areas most affected by their activities
- document findings to facilitate negotiations/discussions with Principal Authorities (eg
Copeland Borough Coundil (CBC), Lake District National Park Authority (LDNPA)) and
help in turn to shape their policies {eg CBC Local Development Plan)
- support a submission for Quality Parish status
As an initial step, a comprehensive Parish Plan Questionnaire was prepared and circulated in
the summer of 2006. An analysis and appraisal of the Parishioners likes, dislikes and aspirations

was then prepared from the data received. In response to the feedback the Parish Council has
formulated a number of policies and an Action Plan to fulfil these policies has been prepared.

The purpose of this Parish Plan is:

- to describe the key outcomes from the Parish Plan Questionnaire — the Parish Appraisal

= to lay out the Parish Council’s proposed policies and describe how they will be
accomplished - the Policies

- to publicise and commit to the Parish Plan's identified work

The Parish Plan is intended for:

- the local community

- 1o share with other stakeholders and agencies with
which the Parish Council will need to interface
- to serve as a reference document to anyone living
in or moving into the Parish
= as part of the requirement to achieve Quality
Parish status
The Parish Plan is intended to be a ‘living” document, to be reviewed and modified on a regular

hasis. The local community is invited to comment and challenge in a constructive way, any of
the ideas and issues presented in the Parish Plan,

Al the time of production of this Plan (2007) proposals are being made about changes to local
government in Cumbria and the Parish Council is mindiul to engage with the principal
authorities in the future. The local nuclear industry is also transforming its management control.
With these changes in mind, the Parish Council is establishing closer links with other local
parishes (5 Rivers Parish Partnership) to ensure the Drigg and Carleton Parish is in the best
position to react and benefil from these changes.
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Section 2: Drigg and Carleton Parish

History

There has heen a settlement in Drigg since pre-historic times. Today, Drigg and Carleton is a
rural parish about 5.5km long and 4km wide, which lies on the coast of the Irish Sea. [tis
hounded an the north by Seascale parish and on the south by the river Mite which separates it
from Muncaster parish. The river Irt which flows from Wastwater forms part of the eastern
boundary, at Holmrook, with the parish of Irton with Santon. Drigg occupies the high land to
the north and west of the river Irt and Carleton is the low lying land to the south of the Irt and
as far as the river Esk and river Mite.

From Holmrook the river Irt is tidal,
and is renowned for its fishing,
including salmon and trout. Along its §
hanks, near Holme Bridge, is meadow §
land which is designated as a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (5551), with
rare wild flowers and plants such as
orchids. Holme Bridge, a pack horse
bridge, was a bridleway route from
Ravenglass to Drigg and northwards
and now forms part of the Cumbrian
Coastal Path and the Hadrian Cycle
Way (Ravenglass ta Wallsend).
Another valuable area is that of
Hallsenna Moor. This is a national : -
Nature Reserve and SSSI with rare plants and the known habitat of roe deer, foxes and badgers.
Recently a new wooden hide with disabled access and a parking area has been created for use
by the general public. The Drigg gullery and nature reserve is within the Parish, between the Irt
estuary and the sea. The sand dunes of the nature reserve and Drigg's sandy beach are popular
with ornithologists, walkers and families. There are the remnants of forest trees which were
inundated by the rising seawater levels and which can still be seen at the lowest tides. There is
evidence in the dune complex of human activity going back several thousand years with flint
arrow heads having been discovered and the remnants from a Palaeolithic hearth (carbon
dated).

The Parish serves the villages of Drigg plus part of Holmrook and the surrounding farming
communities of Carleton, Saltceats and Stubble Green. The population increased in the 1930s
and 40s with the construction of an estate of bungalows in the area known as Wray Head to
house some of the workers at the Royal
Ordnance Factory on the edge of Drigg
village which manufactured explosives and
munitions during World War Il The site
remains today, and is now operated as the
UK Low Level Waste Repository. Road
access to the repository is directly through
Drigg village.

In recent years there have been some
individual new houses built, but the Parish
remains essentially agricultural, with many
working farms in the village and
surrounding areas.




The Parish comprises aboul 250 households, with a population of about 450, In the 2001
census approximalely half the population were aged 45 years and over, and this age
distribution still broadly applies, though since 1991 the percentage of the population who have
retired from full time employment has roughly doubled (from 20% to 407%).

Local Amenities

Dl Sraiiodg

Transport

Drigg still has a railway station
with daily trains (excluding Sunday
service) running between
Whitehaven and Barrow, with
connections to Carlisle and
Lancaster for intercity rail links.
There is also currently a daily bus
service between Whitehaven and
Ravenglass which passes through
the Parish.

The photo may be old, but you would recognise the buildings today.

Drigg and Carleton
Parish Hall

Drigg and Carleton Parish Hall was
rebuilt in 1993 to replace the
former church hall, and is located
about 50 metres down the road
from the church (St Peters). Itisa
pleasant, modern facility used by
village groups, such as Drigg &
Holmrook Family Group for
parents and toddlers; village and
private social events, such as
children’s parties, Polling Station, meetings for various groups from the community and
business’, and church functions. Due to its extensive facilities, it can cater for budget group
overnighl accommodation eg visiting scout groups, army groups.

Recreational and social

Since 1977, Drigg and Carleton Parish has had an annual Gala Day, including fancy dress and
sports. Thanks to the annual fund raising
by the Gala Committee, the majority of
gala day activities and events are free for
the local children. The Gala Committee
also run other social events throughout
the vear (eg Family Halloween Party,
Adults 60°s/70's night). There is also an
annual children’s Christmas Party open to
all children from the Parish (up to
secondary school age) and again fund
raising allows this to be a free event for the
children. The Gala Committee also
organise Rural Touring Theatre events in
the Parish Hall.




Youth groups

Drigg Young Farmers, which is more than 60
vears old, meet weekly and is open to all
young persons.

There are Brownies, Guides and Rainbows
groups available in both Seascale and
Gosforth. The scouting movement is
represented by Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
also in Seascale and Gosforth.

Sports

There is a wide range of sports available in
the local area, albeit most just out of the
Parish.

Football

There is an open age Sunday League team
based in Gosforth (originally founded in 1986
and played out of the Victoria Hotel, Drigg)
who play in the Egremont & District Sunday
League. Outside school there are junior
foothall teams at Egremont (Windscale AFC)
and St Bees.

Golf
There is an
18 hole links

course at
Seascale Golf
Club, with a
large junior
section.

Rugby
Gosforth
Greengarth is
an open age
rughy union
team who play in the Cumbria League. The
nearest rughy league team is Egremont
Rangers. Junior rughy union and league is
available from the age of 7 in Egremont for
the respective teams of Egremont RUFC and
Egremont Rangers RLFC.

Cricket i

There are open age teams in Seascale and
Gosforth: Seascale currently run junior under-
11, under-13 and under-15 teams.

L

Hockey

Western Lakes Hockey Club is a new team
formed late summer 2007, who currently run
just junior sides and play at the Cleator Moor
an the astro-turf pitch.

Swimming

The nearest public pool is at Wyndham
School in Egremont. The nearest competilive
swimming club is Copeland ASC, based in
Whitehaven's Copeland Pool. Swimming
lessons and public sessions are available at
hoth pools.

Running

Blengdale Runners are based in Gosforth,
and their members participate in fell and
road races in the area, and in half marathons
{eg Greal North Run).

Tennis

There is a tennis club and allweather courts
in Seascale.

Bowling

There is a bowling green and club in
Seascale.

Shooting

Shooting is available at Holmrook (small
bore) and Drigg rifle clubs.

Squash

The nearest squash courts and competitive
leagues are found at the Falcon Club in
Egremant.




Shops and services

At the Drigg railway station there is a craft shop with tea room
(Spindlecralt). There is also the adjacent Victoria Hotel

which has been extensively refurbished to include
en-suile accommodation and an attractive bar
area.

On the A595 at Holmrook, on the Parish
houndary, there is a petrol stalion and
attached mini-market, selling everything
from local sausages and farm produce to _ i
newspapers, buckets and spades. Also i e 8 fE g
available to hire from here are video/DVD's & {8 ' 1 |
and mountain bikes. i

There is a dairy delivery service (Andy Pratt [l
Ltd, Carleton) in the Parish, which also
supplies o your door vegetables and other farm produce to order. There is also a mobile
butchery service (Albert Biggins, Low Moor, Drigg).

Also in Holmrook, on the Parish
boundary is an agricultural and pet
supplies shop (Tynedale), which also
hosts a Post Office facility. There is a
car service garage (Riverside Garage).
Nearby is the Holmrook Reading
Room which is available to, and
supported by Drigg and Carleton
Parishioners, The Reading Room has
recently undergone some
refurbishment and modernisation, and
hosts a number of social activities and
clubs and societies including a fishing
section who have use of the adjacent
River Irt. Adjacent to the Reading

Room is also a newly opened children’s play area.
The Lutwidge Arms Hotel can be found in Holmrook, with 3 stars it offers restaurant, bar,

garden and en-suite
accommodation.

The nearest Health Centre and
library are in Seascale; the mobile
library visits Drigg Parish fortnightly.
A recent innovation, by the Nat
West Bank, is a mobile bank which
stops in Holmrook.

The nearest supermarkets are in
Egremont and Whitehaven,
however, several national
supermarket chains offer internet
shopping and home deliveries to
those living in the Parish.
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Schools

Although there is no longer a school in the Parish, children do have a choice at both primary
and secondary level.

Ihe majority of primary school children attend Gosforth C of E (Voluntary Controlled) Primary
School. There are also primary schools in Seascale, Eskdale and Waberthwaite. Secondary age
students have the choice of Wyndham School in Egremont to the north or Millem Community
School to the south. Both schools have sixth forms. For all these state schools transport is
provided. Just outside the Parish boundary is Harecroft Hall School, a fee paying school taking
children from 3 up to 16 years of age.

The nearest colleges are West Lakes College in Workington to the North, and Furness College
in Barrow-in-Furness to the South.

Worship

St. Peter's Church (Church of
England) is the only licensed
place of worship in the Parish.
There has been a church at St
Peter's since the Middle Ages
and there are parish records
existing from 1631. The original
church burnt down in the 19th
Century, and the present, red
sandstone church was built
hetween 1848 and 1850 to
replace it. A lvch gate was
erected in 1887 to mark Queen
Victoria's Golden Jubilee.

The churchyard is the burial ground for the Parish and also for the part of Seascale which was
in an earlier parish of Drigg.

The nearest Catholic church is St Joseph's in Seascale. There is also a Methodist Church in
Seascale and Gosforth.

Communication in the local community

Wl The Parish Council produce
a twice vearly newsletter
which is distributed to all
househalds in the Parish.
The church magazine
{Keynotes), which is
distributed to over half the
households in the Parish, 10
times per year, contains
Parish News and events.
There are several parish
notice boards sited in the
Parish which are used for
displaying Parish Council
information and are also

: : available for community use.
There is a parish web site; currently available at [www.westcumbria.org.uk/drigg.htm]|.

. i -l =
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Section 3: The Consultation

The consultation with the local community was undertaken by the use of a Parish Plan
Questionnaire. The questionnaire was designed to give Parishioners an opportunity to express
their opinions on nine topic areas, variously either by voting ves/no, or ranking and rating
designated current features of the Parish. They were also invited to provide their own
comments and suggestions.

The topic areas covered were:

= Low Level Waste Repository;
it's present and future interface with the local community
= Employment;
skills capabhilities and expectations
= Housing;
knowledge of existing stock and views on future housing needs
= FEducation:
schooling and postschooling
= Transport;
to determine travel patterns and problems
- Services;
to determine level of satisfaction with 18 listed services or facilities
= Environment;
to determine satisfaction with the condition of 18 listed features of the Parish.
= Leisure;
to determine the type of, and demand for leisure facilities required
= Attitude survey;
people were asked to agree or disagree with a series of issues for the Parish

Approximately 200 questionnaires were sent out in July 2006 to cover all the households in the
Parish. There was a healthy response, with 159 completed returns, including many useful and
helpful written comments and observations.

The returns were analysed during the autumn of 2006. Feedback on the key issues which
emerged was given at an open Parish meeting in November 2006, both to give information and
also to act as a health check on the findings. These key findings are given in Section 4.

11




Section 4: Responses and Requisite

Policies

This Section takes the responses to each topic in the Parish Plan Questionnaire and tries to
formulate a specific proposal, or aim, for the Parish Council to work towards,

Detailed derived actions from each stated Policy Intent are tabled in Appendix 1. As with any
plan the circumstances and environment surrounding the aims may change and, therefore,
Appendix 1 will become a live document in its own right which the Parish Council will review
every 6 months lo update and assess if changes are required.

Topics following are:

1 Low Level Waste Repository

I

Employment

Housing

L

4 Education
Transport
b Services

Environment

]

5  Leisure

9 Attitude Survey

12




Topic 1 - Low Level Waste Repository

Response

Comments on the Parish playing host to the
Low Level Wasle Repository ranged from
those who believed that the site was a long
established business, bringing much needed
employment, with which we had to live, to
those describing the site as an unwelcome
industrial eyesore in a rural environment.
Overall though, the majority of responses
{58%) were favourable, or neutral, about the
hosting role.

In response to the specific question, a larger
majority (66%) did not feel that the site
aperator fulfils its social responsibility to the
local community.

The main concerns raised were:

- iso-freight stacking at the rail siding is an
avoidable visual intrusion (86%:)

- above ground stacking of waste
containers (in Vault 8) is not favoured
{BT%)

- the qguantity and control of traffic to the
LLWR is not acceptable (639%) -
particularly cited was the speed and
volume of traffic, and the failure to fulfil
undertakings on agreed time windows,
as was the failure to fully maximise the
use of rail transport

- there was majority support for a new
road to service the Repository (61 %)
= a majority were fearful of and would be

opposed to any of extension of working
hours at the site (67%)

- there was a strong desire expressed
(82%) to see the name of the operating
site dissociated from the name of the
parish, so that the term ‘Drigg waste
site” or ‘Driggable waste' is
discontinued

There were many comments expressed that
the Parish needs, and deserves, some
‘payback’ for having already hosted, and

continuing to host the LLWR: a national =~

facility.

MNote:

The Parish Council recagnises Parishioners probably need 1o
he made further aware of the efiors made by
BMNFL/BNOG/LLWR over the years and the Parish Council's
aim of going forward in partnership with the new operators.

1A

1.2

Policy Intent

The Parish Council will continue to
engage with the NDA and the site
operator, via regular liaison meetings,
and representation on the appropriate
Site Stakeholder Group, with two
objectives:

- to ensure that the best interests of
Parishioners are not compromised by
site operations or construction
activities

- to seek positive benefit for the local
community in return for paving host to
the site

The Parish Council will continue to work

with NDA, Cumbria County Council and

any other involved parties to seek to
secure a fair share of the socio-economic
henefits for the local community.

The Parish Council will continue to press

the NDA and site operator on a number

of specific issues identified as important
in the appraisal:

= maximum use of rail transport to the

site for operational and constructional
materials

- no extension of working hours at the
site beyond those currently agreed

- an improved traffic management plan
for site access

- construction of a new road to service
the site

- visual anonymity of the Site

- separate the LLWR (name) from the
Village

13




Topic 2 - Employment

Response

Respondees described their emplovment
situation as:

- Wage earner 40%
Retired 40%

Self employed 7%

¥

Unemployed 1%

]

Mo response 12%

12%
1%
7%

40%

40%

The percentage of retired people has
approximately doubled since the last Drigg
and Carleton appraisal in 1991,

A majority of respondees (76%) felt that the
future prospects for jobs at the LLWR would
not be improved, and the scope for local
people to sell services to the site were nol
high (529). Put together this response offers
a perception that there is no business benefit
to parishioners of hosting the LLWER,

Policy Intent

2]

The Parish Council will continue to work
with the NDA, the site operator and
County and District Councils to secure a
fair share of the socio-economic benefit
ior the parish particularly with regard to
employment opportunities, both directly
ior the management company, and
indirectly through service provision to
the Site.

B Wage earner
B Retired

[1 Self employed
[0 Unemployed
B No response

14




Topic 3 - Housing

Response

A large majority of respondees (94%) were
owner/occupiers of their property, They
portrayed themselves as a stable
population, with 67% not planning to
change their type of housing in the next
three years, and a majority (53%) wanting
to stay in the Parish if, or when, they do
change houses.

Of those wishing to stay in the Parish, the
preferred sort of housing people would like
to see available was:

= housing for the elderly (26%)

- family homes (21%)

- starter homes or homes for young

people (179%)

Many comments were received reflecting
on the need for housing for an ageing
population, and expressing a fear that
continuing to live in the Parish without
more of the appropriate facilities being
created, would be difficult, or impossible.
The majority of people (67%) would like 1o
see some housing development in the
Parish. However, the majority of those
(74%) would prefer to see only very limited,
or moderate, development to suit local
needs.

Would you like to see some housing
development in the Parish?

5%

B Yes

28% B No

Policy Intent

3.1 The Parish Council will support
housing development in the Parish
where thisis on a limited scale and
appropriate to local needs and the
rural environment of the Parish.

3.2 The Parish Council will support the
provision of improved housing
provision for the elderly in the Parish.

3.3 The Parish Council will engage with
the local authority for planning to
ensure there are no harriers ta the
aspirations in 3.1 and 3.2.

3.4 The Parish Council will seek to identify
‘exception sites’ where the site
property is held in perpetuity for
low-cost housing for Parishioners.

0 Don't know
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Topic 4 - Education

Response

Given the more senior age distribution in
the Parish, the responses on this topic were
limited. There were several comments
pointing out the geographical distance
involved, and the transport difficulties
implicit in reaching local education centres,
whether for daytime or evening activities.

A clear message was given from families
with school bus users ahout the absence of
bus shelters through the Parish.

Policy Intent

4.1

Particularly reflecting on the transport of
school children, the Parish Council will
provide more bus shelters in the Parish.

The Council will aim to assist young
adults to access skills training, further and
higher education.




Topic 5 - Transport

Response

[ransport arrangements are dominated by the
use of private vehicles, followed on a much less
frequent basis by train, and to yet a lesser
extent by bus.

49% of Parishioners thought that the available
transport  met their needs, but many
commented that this was simply because of
their current ownership of private transport and
their capability to drive.

A significant number (29 people) commented
to the effect that they thought the bus and train
timetahles were too sparse to be effective.
However, Parishioners commented that they
would use public transport if it were available
more regularly throughout the day, and/or
provided for evening travel to other local
centres (or provided better interconnection o
other main line services).

In terms of train usage, 76% never or rarely use
the train, citing the reasons in order of
frequency as:

trains do not run at times that are

canvenient to them

access onto the station and the trains is a
deterrent, particularly noting the low
platform level at the station, and the need
to use portable wooden steps to get on
and off the trains

parking arrangements at the station are
poor

an absence of facilities at Drigg station
(eg poor shelter, no toilets)

A majority (74%) declared themselves happy
with Drigg station facilities, though this must be
taken along with the current generally low
usage. A number of responses (15) were made
concerning the arrangements for traffic control
at Saltcoats crossing, referring to a need for
priority change to be given (from train to car)
because of dissatisfaction of crossing users with
what they perceive to be unacceptablé delays
at the gates.

This Section of the Questionnaire included an
opportunity to rate a number of street and
amenity aspects within the Parish. In order of
least satisfaction were:

- Traffic calming -a total of 64 comments
were received expressing dissatisfaction
with the current speed bump design,
which allow vehicles to pass between the
centre of the bumps without reducing
speed and creates a secondary hazard of
vehicles travelling in the middle of the
road

Footpaths and pavements - 36 responses
expressed dissatisfaction with the upkeep
and maintenance; citing overgrown
hedges and verges, blocked gullies and
tripping hazards

Road drainage - 28 comments were
received citing examples of unacceptable
flooding through the Parish (the frequent
example quoted was the flooding of
Station Road - now rectified)

Parking - 40 comments were received
about lack of, or dangerous parking along
the B5344 through the village, most
notably at Helmrook Hill, St Peter's
Church and below the Parish Hall (all of
these are along the route needed for road
transport onto the LLWR, including heavy
lorries and occasional abnormal loads)

17




Topic 5 - Transport

continued

Poliey Intent

3.1

5.4

The Parish Council recognises that the
present level of public transport is
insufficient to encourage people to
discontinue the use of their own transport,
and that the current usage of the available
public transport is low. The Parish Council
will attempt to sustain a range of transport
options for Parishioners.

The Parish Council will consuli with
Netwaork Rail about the prioritisation of
trains versus road traffic at Salicoats
level crossing.

The Parish Council will continue in its
efforts to make the Parish safe for all road
LSers,

The Parish Council will continue to
improve the upkeep and maintenance of
footpaths and roadways throughout the
Parish. This will include the passibility of
the Parish Council taking over some
aspects of minor maintenance with
suitable grants, or from it’s own funds
{some progress has already been achieved
in this matter).




TDEiG 6 - Services

Response

This Section of the Parish Plan Questionnaire
invited Parishioners to rate a list of services and
amenities in the Parish on a four point scale of
‘spod’ through to ‘unacceptable’.

The three services raled in order of least
satisfaction were:

- leisure facilities; reflecting the perceived
lack of or non-existent facilities in the
Parish

- shopping; again reflected the limited
facilities currently available

- police services; reflecting a perceived
lack of visihility of policing in the Parish

The three services in order of most safisfaction
were:

- medical, particularly the local health
centre in Seascale, though there were
several vociferous about
potential ambulance response limes and
the threat to future service availability at
Whitehaven hospital

comments

- postal

- telephone

In response to comments with regard the
electrical supply services, 71% considered the
electricity supply unacceptable. This was the
least favourable service rating of all; reflected
by 99 written responses complaining about the
high frequency of power cuts, and the
increasing unreliability of supply throughout
the vear, and not just at periods of bad weather.
In response to sewerage arrangements in the
Parish, 61% of respondees currently do not
have main sewerage connection. Of these,
46% would like to be connected to a mains
systerm.

In response to the impending digital TV
switchover, 32% had concerns, with a total of
41 written commenls which can  be

summarised equally in three areas:
- TV reception is poor now so there is no
confidence it will be better - after
changeover
- expense of extra or new equipment

- insufficient information about what has
to be done

Policy Intent

6.1 The Parish Council will continue with its
efforts to raise the level of police presence
in the Parish, including the supportive

efforts of the civil nuclear police.

The Parish Council will continue to work
with United Utilities in monitoring the
reliability of electricity supplies to the
Parish, and their plans to improve it.

6.2

6.3 The Parish Council will wark, through
Digital TV, on the introduction of the
digital switchover and the resolution of
Parishioners concerns, or individual

problems.

6.4 The Parish Council will look at the aption
of developing shopping access for the

community,
The Parish Council will continue to work

to  maintain  environmental  issues
particularly with sewerage issues.
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Topic 7 - Environment

Response

People were asked to rate the condition or

state of 18 features within the Parish on a four
point scale from good to unsatisfactory, and to
comment on any of these features they judged
lo he poor or unsatisfactory.

The 5 features in order of least satisfaction
were;

- electricity distribution lines, cited as a
visual eyesore, and as vulnerable to bad
weather

- shopping facilities, reflecting the absence
of local shops and the closure of a local
hotel

- roads and pavements, reflecting poor
maintenance of road surfaces and
proneness to flooding at several locations
in the village

- footpaths, reflecting paths and verges not
cut back and cleared and poor and
uneven surfaces on several stretches

- bridleways, insufficiently maintained and
in some places impassable

The poor and unsatisfactory comments on
pavements, footpaths and bridleways were very
similar, and taken together totalled 45 (a large
writlen response).

The 5 features in order of greatest satisfaction
were:

- Drigg and Carleton Parish Hall: generally
described as a good facility in the Parish
and a potential asset but under-used

= St. Peter's Church

- the River Irt and tributaries

- beach and tidal areas, generally valued as
a village asset, but let down by poor
access areas and litter

- Parish Council Notice Boards, a valued
communication facility but more boards
were felt to be needed and more regular
updates posted - some maintenance was
also required

People were asked if they were concerned by
the perceived or reported levels of pollution in
nine listed areas (eg atmosphere, heach, water,
LIWR, domestic waste etc) - no overall
pollution concerns emerged.

Policy Intent

71 The Parish Council will look at ways of
better utilising the Parish Hall, and
providing more activities and community
involvement.

|
Pl

The Parish Council will explore ways of
gelting the beach and its environs tidied
up, and generally improve the beach
Access areas.

7.3 The Parish Council will maintain the Parish
Motice boards.




Topic 8 - Leisure

Response
Respondees identified a wide range of interests
and leisure activities. The five most popular
were:

- DIY and gardening

- walking

= swimming

- art and photography

- hunting, fishing or shooting
The 5 most popular leisure activities people
would like to see offered at the Parish Hall
were:

- keep fit or aerobics

- vyouth and children’s activities

- badminton or table tennis

- social events, dances, open nights etc.

- visiting theatre productions
57% of respondees would like to see a playing
field or children's area in the Parish; though
several commented that this was conditional
on the proper arrangements for its upkeep.

Policy Intent

8.1 The Parish Council will look at ways of
improving the utilisation of the Parish Hall
hy encouraging wider participation from
the community in planning, organising
and running activities.

8.2 The Parish Council will improve the Farish
Hall facility.

8.3 The Parish Council will seek to provide
sports and children’s play areas.

«
The Mas B
MWhe f 3=

Pinnted

Trees

The Rural Touring Scheme is coming to

the parish in Spring 2008, including:

:; "": h", These events will be
—facilitated and subsidised
by

Copeland Borough
Council’s Arts Out West
Project




Topic 9 - Attitude Survey

Response

People were asked if they agreed or disagreed
with a series of 15 statements pertaining to the
Parish. The 5 most supported statements in
order of support were:

- it would be a good idea to establish a
focal point for tourist information (87%)

- it would be a convenience if one of the
major supermarkets provided a courtesy
bus [75%)

- ilis necessary to improve the bus service
connecting Drigg, Holmrook and
Carleton with centres such as Seascale,

Gosforth, Egremont, Whitehaven or

Millom (72 %)
= | wish to see small businesses established
in the Parish s0 as to provide employment
opportunities (729,
= | believe that positive measures should be
taken to attract lourists to the area (68%)
The 5 least supported statements were:

- itis a good idea to provide new housing
by building estates on suitable locations
{36%)

- itis a good idea to build more houses
within the Parish so as to attract more
people to the area (38%)

- it is not necessary to build any more
houses in the Parish, and the present
stock is about right for the Parish, and the
quality is adequate (40%)

- the Stakeholder Committee adequately
conveys the views of parishioners to
BNGSL (43%)

- the National Park boundary should be

modified to incorporate the whole of the
Parish (43%)

Policy Intent

9.1 The Parish Council will seek to improve
communication to visitors to the Parish.

9.2 The Parish Council will seek to establish
small businesses opportunities within the
Parish.

22




Acknowledgements

The Drigg and Carleton Parish Council wish to acknowledge the support of the following for
their assistance in producing this Parish Plan:

- Voluntary Action Cumbria

= Cumbria County Council

Acronyms
AFC Amateur Football Club
ASC Amateur Swimming Club
BNG British Nuclear Group
BNFL British Nuclear Fuels Limited
CofE Church of England
CALC Cumbria Association of Local Councils
CBC Copeland Borough Council
GCEL Cumbria County Council
CIC Community Interest Company
CNC Civil Nuclear Constabulary

CRUG Copeland Rail Users Group
LDNPA  Lake District National Park Authority

LLWR Low Level Waste Repository

NDA Nuclear Decommissioning Authority
RLFC Rughy League Football Club

RUFC Rughy Union Football Club

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

VAC Voluntary Action Cumbria
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