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It is my pleasure to present to the residents 
of the Parish of Drigg and Carleton the 2016 
Community Led Plan. 

We have spent many months collecting your views 
and you have all had the opportunity in numerous 
ways to feed in your ideas and thoughts on how you 
want to shape our local community both now and 
for future generations. It is fair to say that the vast 
majority of people made very positive comments 
about the Parish, referring to the peace and  
tranquillity, the community spirit and the stunning 
scenery. You also, as requested, commented on 
and made suggestions about areas where with 
some change or improvement, local  
aspirations can be met.

Assembly of the plan was led by a steering group 
comprising representatives of Drigg and Carleton 
Parish Council with support from LLWR Ltd,  
GRAHAM Construction and NSG Ltd who worked 
hard to produce this Community Led Plan which  
accurately reflects the views of you, the local  
residents. 

Within the plan you will find details about some of 
the achievements made since the publication of 
the 2008 Parish Plan, information about the parish 

which is not always readily available and which we 
hope may be a source of interest and reference. 
We explain the process of how we carried out the 
consultation and report the results of the  
community questionnaire. An action plan, informed 
by your responses and feedback, has been included 
in the appendix. This will be used to guide the future 
direction of work carried out by the Parish Council 
and partners. It is important to us that you are kept 
appraised of progress therefore we will update you 
periodically. A progress report will be provided at the 
Annual Parish Meeting.

Please take the time to read through the plan, after 
all it is your plan, and one which Drigg and Carleton 
Parish Council, Drigg Charity and partners will use to 
guide future community engagement and 
investment. 

There is much to be excited about living in the 
Parish of Drigg and Carleton and this plan will help 
us further improve the parish of which we are all so 
evidently proud of. 

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to 
thank the Steering Group for driving this initiative 
and to you, our community, for participating in the 
process.

Foreword

Councillor John Jennings
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1
It is important to remember the many achievements 
that have been delivered because of the 2008 
Parish Plan:

•	 Following negotiations with the NDA, LLWR Ltd
	 and Local Authorities a parish specific  

	 Community Fund was established in recognition  
	 of the parish hosting the LLWR site. This Fund  
	 receives an annual £50,000 socio-economic  
	 payment from LLWR Ltd via the Copeland 
	 Community Fund.

•	 Working with LLWR Ltd to adopt new transport
	 arrangements has resulted in a significant 
	 reduction in vehicle movements through the 
	 parish.

•	 A liaison group comprising senior representation
	 from LLWR Ltd and Drigg and Carleton Parish 
	 Council has been established to create a forum
	 where all matters affecting the parish can be
	 discussed (including employment and service
	 provision opportunities etc.).

2008 Parish Plan 
Achievements 

It is now eight years since the Drigg and Carleton Parish Plan was  
produced. Whilst the parish plan was intended to be a living document, to 
be reviewed and modified on a regular basis, the majority of the items listed 
in the original action table have now been closed or superseded.  
The full details of The Drigg and Carleton Parish Plan (2008) Closing  
Statements can be found on the website www.drigg.org.uk. 

Bridleway before the works.

Bridleway after works carried out.
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•	 A bursary fund has been established by the
	 Drigg Charity in partnership with LLWR Ltd to 
	 help individuals access training opportunities
	 and further education. 

•	 Successful liaison with Network Rail has 
	 resulted in modifications to the height of the 
	 platform at Drigg station enabling easier access 
	 for passengers.

•	 Completion of improvement works to the Drigg 
	 beach entrance, including the installation of 
	 information boards.

•	 Improved communications through the provision 
	 of a new Drigg and Carleton community website
	 and the replacement of dilapidated notice
	 boards throughout the parish.

•	 The Drigg Public Rights of Way sub-committee
	 was set up to manage improvements of the 
	 Public Rights of Ways network within the parish.
	 Although this is an on-going project, several 
	 sections of Public Rights of Way have already 
	 been enhanced. Please refer to our website  
	 www.drigg.org.uk for more information. 

•	 An annual grass cutting maintenance contract
	 has been established and is now up and running
	 along with the annual provision of floral tubs in
	 key locations. 

•	 Improvements to the facilities of the Parish Hall
	 have been made including the provision of new
	 seats and tables, a hearing loop and a new fire
	 detection system.

Drigg Railway Station, 2015.Drigg Railway Station, 1984.
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2
All the information included in this section was 
collated by Action with Communities in Rural 
England (ACRE) in November 2013 through 
their rural evidence project. The full report can 
be obtained from ACT in Cumbria or accessed 
by clicking on this link if you are reading this 
plan electronically: 
http://www.cumbriaaction.org.uk/Portals/0/
Parish%20Profiles/Copeland/Drigg_and_
Carelton_Parishprofile_E04012151.pdf

The rural parish of Drigg and Carleton is 7km 
long and 6km wide. It is bounded on the north 
by Seascale Parish and on the south by the 
river Mite which separates it from Muncaster 
Parish. In 2010 the Drigg and Carleton Parish 
Council submitted an application to Copeland 
Borough Council to formally request a review 
to consider changing the boundary between 
Drigg and Carleton and Irton with Santon. This 
request was approved which resulted in 26 
additional properties being added to the Drigg 
and Carleton Parish. 

Community
Profile 
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At the time of the 2011 Census the population of the parish was 450. The population was made 
up as follows:- 

In comparison with the average figures for Cumbria and England the parish has an older  
population aged 65+.

Who lives in the Parish of Drigg and Carleton?

% of Population of Drigg and Carleton by Age

Community Profile - Cont.
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Economic activity within the households in the parish is generally higher than that for the  
average for England. 

The percentage of those actively in employment in the parish against the average for England is 
illustrated in the chart below and highlights a greater percentage of self–employed people than 
the national average.

Community Profile - Cont.

Employment in Drigg and Carleton

People in Employment
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The skills level of those living in Drigg and Carleton Parish demonstrated through academic  
achievement shows a below average number of people with no qualifications and a higher than 
average number of people with degree level education. 

Community Profile - Cont.

Skill Levels in Drigg and Carleton

People with No Qualifications
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Housing is an important issue in Drigg and Carleton Parish and the types of dwellings within the 
parish are shown below:-

Community Profile - Cont.

Types of Dwellings in Drigg and Carleton Parish
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Community Profile - Cont.

Distance from the Drigg and Carleton Parish to key services is shown in the table below and 
demonstrates that in all areas they are more than double the average travel times to key  
services compared to the rest of Cumbria and England. 

Average Travel Time (mins) by Walking or 
Public Transport to the Nearest Key Services
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“The great majority of people paid tribute to the parish’s 
positive community spirit, the stunning environment and 
the peace and quiet.”

3
Community Led Plans are based on the views 
of local people, businesses and organisations 
located within parishes. Through the consultation 
undertaken as part of the community plan 
development, the community can take the lead 
and say what it wants to see maintained and 
what it wants improved or changed. The whole 
community is given the opportunity to agree 
and plan how to achieve their goals and inform 
the Parish Council and Local Authorities of their 
priorities.

Initial meetings held with the Drigg and Carleton 
Parish Council indicated that there was support for 
proceeding with the production of a Community Led 
Plan for Drigg and Carleton. A steering group was 
formed with representatives from the Parish  
Council, John Jennings, Andy Pratt and Gary  
Creaser. The Parish Council wanted to ensure  
business participation, consequently LLWR Ltd’s, 
Cath Giel, Alex McCarthy, Amy Huntington,  
GRAHAM Construction’s, David Slevin, Elaine 
Woodburn and NSG Ltd’s, Jim Fyfe and Gareth 
Wilson joined the steering group.  

The formation of the steering group enabled  
establishment of dedicated resources and the  
development of a schedule to deliver the plan. 

The Process 
Having formed a steering group the group took 
advice from ACTion with Communities in Cumbria 
(ACT) on how other parishes had undertaken similar 
exercises. 

An initial paper based survey which all households 
in the parish received was conducted in May/June 
2015. The survey posed three questions:
•	 What do you like in the Parish?
•	 What do you dislike in the Parish?
•	 What would you change within the Parish?

The responses were collated and the following 
distinct topics emerged:-
•	 Environment
•	 Transport/Roads
•	 Economy
•	 Community Facilities/Activities
•	 Drigg and Carleton Parish Council/Drigg Charity

The great majority of people paid tribute to the 
parish’s positive community spirit, the stunning 
environment and the peace and quiet.
Information boards capturing the initial survey data 
was placed on display at the Drigg and Carleton 
Gala Day where once again residents were given 
the opportunity to validate the topics raised in the 

Background to the 
Community Led Plan
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survey or add something further. Based on the  
feedback from the initial survey a detailed  
questionnaire was generated. This questionnaire 
elaborated on the topic areas generated from the 
initial survey and was distributed in July / August 
2015. 

Each household received a printed copy and the 
questionnaire was also available online via the Drigg 
and Carleton community website. Additional effort 
was deployed to specifically seek the opinions of the 
local business community. All responses remained 
anonymous although information was collated on 
where respondents lived, their age and gender. 

The questionnaire results were analysed and the 
detailed results provided objective and quantitative 
information about the issues that concern residents, 
it also identified potential actions which you, the 
community, prioritised. A further drop-in day was 
held in Drigg Village Hall where key partners and 

Background to the 
Community Led Plan - Cont.

residents of the parish were invited. This was yet a 
further opportunity to feed in views. 

The analysis of the results then allowed for the  
production of this Community Led Plan.

The raw statistical data and comments  
collected from the questionnaire are available in full 
on request. If you would like a copy of this  
information please get in touch with Drigg and  
Carleton Parish Council on 019467 24272 or 
through the contact form on the Drigg and Carleton 
community website www.drigg.org.uk/contact. 

Community Drop-in Day, 12th November 2015.

Drigg Gala Day, 2015.
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4Community
Questionnaires

A total of 240 questionnaires were sent out and 
78 questionnaires were returned (21 on-line and 
57 paper versions). This amounts to a return rate 
of 33%. 
Please note the percentages within the ‘TOTAL%’ 

column have been calculated using the actual 
number of responses for each particular question 
posed, rather than the total number of  
questionnaires returned. This is because some of 
the questions were not answered.

The following pages capture the five themed topic areas and are colour coded for ease 
of reference.

Drigg

41%

Stubble Green 
and Low Moor

14%

Carleton and 
Saltcoats

13%

Holmrook

20%

Business

12%

Male

40%

Female

28%

Not Given

10%

Household / Business

22%

Under 16

4%

17-25

4%

26-35

4%

36-50

18%

51-65

40%

65-80

28%

Over 80

2%

Under 50

30%

Over 50

70%

Q. Where do you live in the Parish of Drigg and Carleton?

Gender and Age Derivation of Drigg and Carleton Parish
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In relation to the specific topic included in the questionnaire the overall satisfaction ratings were:

4.1 Environment Section

Q1. How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with aspects of how your environment is cared for?  
The overall statistics relating to this question are as follows:
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Q2. (a) In answer to the question, “Would you support wind turbines within the parish?”, the 
response was:-

Q3. Some suggestions were made on the environment and you were asked to prioritise them, 
these are the results. The overall statistics relating to this question are as follows:-

Community Questionnaires – 
Environment Section Cont.
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Community Questionnaires – 
Environment Section Cont.

The statistics relating to the specific environmental projects (going from highest to lowest  
priority) are as follows:-
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Community Questionnaires – 
Environment Section Cont.

Comments 
There were a total of 59 comments made under the heading of environment and 20 comments 
made under the heading of wind turbines. 11 further comments about the environment or wind 
turbines were made elsewhere in the questionnaires but have been included in the table below. 
The subject matter of the comments is as follows:-



4.2 Transport/Roads Section

Q5. How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with aspects of the transport and roads in the  
Parish? The overall statistics relating to this question is as follows: 

In relation to the specific topic included in the questionnaire the overall satisfaction ratings are:-

Drigg and Carleton Community Led Plan Page 19
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Q7. Some suggestions were made on transport/roads and you were asked to prioritise them, 
these are the results. The overall statistics relating to this question is as follows:-
 

The statistics relating to the specific suggestions associated with transport/roads (going from 
highest to lowest priority) is as follows:-

Community Questionnaires – 
Transport/Roads Section Cont.
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Transport/Roads Section Cont.

Comments 
There were a total of 58 comments made under the heading of transport/roads. 13 further  
comments about transport/roads were made elsewhere in the questionnaires but have been 
included in the table below. The subject matter of the comments is as follows:-
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Q9. How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the local economy? The overall statistics relating to 
this question is as follows:

In relation to the specific topic included in the questionnaire the overall satisfaction 
ratings are:-

4.3 Economy Section



Community Questionnaires – 
Economy Section Cont.

Q11. Some suggestions were made on the economy and you were asked to prioritise them, 
these are the results. The overall statistics relating to this question is as follows:-

The statistics relating to the specific suggestions associated with the local economy is as  
follows:-

Drigg and Carleton Community Led Plan Page 23
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Comments 
There were a total of 25 comments made under the heading of economy. 6 further comments 
about the local economy were made elsewhere in the questionnaires but have been included in 
the table below. The subject matter of the comments is as follows:-

 

Community Questionnaires – 
Economy Section Cont.



Q13. How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the local community facilities/activities?
The overall statistics relating to this question is as follows:

In relation to the specific topic included in the questionnaire the overall satisfaction ratings are:-

4.4 Community Section

Drigg and Carleton Community Led Plan Page 25
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Q15. Some suggestions were made on the community activities/facilities and you were asked to 
prioritise them, these are the results. The overall statistics relating to this question is as follows:-

 
The statistics relating to the specific suggestions relating to community activities/facilities  
(going from highest to lowest priority) is as follows:-

 

Community Questionnaires – 
Community Section Cont.



Community Questionnaires – 
Community Section Cont.

Comments 
There were a total of 34 comments made under the heading of the community. 11 further  
comments about the community facilities/activities were made elsewhere in the questionnaires 
but have been included in the table below. The subject matter of the comments is as follows:-
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Drigg Gala Day, 2015.
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Q17. How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with your Parish Council and Drigg Charity?
The overall statistics relating to this question is as follows:     

In relation to the specific topic included in the questionnaire the overall satisfaction ratings are:-

4.5 Parish Council/Drigg Charity



Q18(a). What information published by the Parish Council or Drigg Charity have you read?

Q19. Some suggestions were made on Parish Council/Drigg Charity and you were asked to 
prioritise them, these are the results. The overall statistics relating to this question is as follows:-

 

Community Questionnaires – 
Parish Council/Drigg Charity Cont.
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The statistics relating to the specific suggestions associated with the Parish Council/Drigg 
Charity (going from highest to lowest priority) is as follows:-

Comments 
There were a total of 28 comments made under the heading of the Parish Council/Drigg 
Charity. 5 further comments about the Parish Council/Drigg charity were made elsewhere 
in the questionnaires but have been included in the table below. 
The subject matter of the comments is as follows:-

Community Questionnaires – 
Parish Council/Drigg Charity Cont.
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Action P
lan 

Environm
ent - C

ont.

Issue

4. Im
prove the connectivity  

betw
een D

rigg and C
arleton 

Parish and neighbouring  
parishes via cyclew

ays.

5. There are not enough dog 
bins nor are they in the right 
location.

6. Im
prove public seating.

7. C
ontinuation of the PR

oW
 

project.

8. Im
prove landscaping w

ithin 
the parish.

Action(s)

S
et up a Parish C

ouncil  
sub-com

m
ittee to  

investigate options.

R
eview

 location of existing 
bins and hold discussions 
w

ith C
opeland B

orough 
C

ouncil about either 
relocation or new

 ones.

R
eview

 location of existing  
seating and repair or renew.

Ensure delivery of the new
 

coastal access path. 

Im
prove links to H

alsenna 
M

oor.

Im
prove other PR

oW
’s w

ithin 
the Parish.

C
onsider options for  

landscaping schem
es.

H
ow

 to tackle it?

M
eeting to be held w

ith C
C

C
 to discuss options.

Ensure the desire from
 the parish for a cyclew

ay is fed into 
the S

outh C
opeland C

oast Econom
ic Plan.

S
urvey w

here existing bins are located w
ith the idea to 

relocate.

C
onsider having posters or local cam

paign, include 
posters in notice boards and by the beach.

S
urvey w

here existing seating is and consult on potential 
locations.

C
ontinue w

orking through the D
rigg PR

oW
 group.

R
eview

 locations and existing designs.

Lead G
roup &

Partners

Parish C
ouncil

C
um

bria C
ounty 

C
ouncil

Parish C
ouncil

Parish C
ouncil

PR
oW

 W
orking 

G
roup

C
oastal  

C
om

m
unities 

G
roup

Parish C
ouncil

Parish C
ouncil

P
riority

H
igh

H
igh

H
igh

H
igh

H
igh

Tim
escale

2019

2016

2016

2020

2018

R
esources

C
um

bria C
ounty 

C
ouncil

N
uclear funding

B
ritain’s Energy 

C
oast

D
rigg Parish C

ouncil

C
opeland B

orough 
C

ouncil

D
rigg C

harity

Parish C
ouncil

C
oastal  

C
om

m
unities G

roup

Parish C
ouncil

D
rigg C

harity

Parish C
ouncil 

D
rigg C

harity
N

uclear Funders
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Action P
lan – Econom

y

Issue

13. To ensure local businesses 
are sustainable they need to be 
used by locals.

14. B
roadband is poor.

15. Phone signal is poor.

16. N
eed to retain the w

eekly 
bus trip to superm

arkets.

17. LLW
R

 Ltd. need to advertise 
any vacancies m

ore locally.

Action(s)

N
eed to understand the 

specific needs of business 
and users.

M
aintain pressure on  

C
onnected C

um
bria.

Investigate options for  
im

provem
ents.

Investigate the feasibility 
of the continuation of the 
service.

Arrange jobs to be advertised 
locally

H
ow

 to tackle it?

H
elp w

ith arranging the form
ation of a business forum

.

R
equest update from

 C
onnected C

um
bria.

Talk w
ith local business to consider options for  

im
provem

ents.

Look to attract m
ore voluntary drivers to help w

ith 
voluntary/com

m
unity transport.

Talk to LLW
R

 Ltd. re vacancies.

C
onsider the possibility to advertise vacancies in local 

businesses and on D
rigg w

ebsite.

Lead G
roup &

Partners

Local  
B

usinesses

Parish C
ouncil

Parish
C

ouncil 

Parish C
ouncil 

Parish C
ouncil 

Volunteers

M
uncaster 

M
icro B

us

Parish C
ouncil

LLW
R

Local B
usiness

P
riority

H
igh

H
igh

H
igh

H
igh

H
igh

Tim
escale

2016

2016

2016

2016

2016

R
esources

Local B
usiness

Parish C
ouncil 

Parish C
ouncil

C
onnected C

um
bria

Parish C
ouncil 

Local B
usiness

Parish C
ouncil 

Parish C
ouncil

LLW
R

Local B
usinesses
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Action P
lan 

C
om

m
unity - C

ont.

Issue

21. N
ow

here for the youth to 
go.

22. N
eed a S

ports field and 
play area.

23. N
eed m

ore affordable 
housing.

Action(s)

Im
prove youth provision or 

access to youth provision.

Investigate the potential to  
provide a sports field/play 
area.

C
onsider having a Parish  

N
eighbourhood Plan.

H
ow

 to tackle it?

C
ost for the provision of transporting locals to the  

nearest youth service.

Look for volunteers to run a youth schem
e in the parish.

C
heck land availability.

C
onsult com

m
unity through Keynotes and D

rigg w
ebsite.

C
onsult w

ith S
t B

ees Parish C
ouncil on how

 they created 
their N

eighbourhood Plan.

Lead G
roup &

Partners

Parish C
ouncil

Parish C
ouncil

Volunteers 

Parish C
ouncil

C
B

C

P
riority

H
igh

H
igh

H
igh

Tim
escale

2016

2016

2016

R
esources

Parish C
ouncil

N
eighbouring

Parishes

D
rigg C

harity

Parish C
ouncil

Volunteers

Parish C
ouncil
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