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1 Introduction

It was decided at a Parish Council Meeting on Monday 17 December 2007 to
produce a Parish Flan. This was in response to the Countryside Agency’s initiative
entitled “Vital Villages™ which is aimed at improving lite for residents of local
communities. The production of a Parish Plan is Lo enable the community to take
stk of their Parish and to iden t]l"j.-' what, if anything, needs to be done Lo re-
vitalise iL. TLis also a necessary precursor Lo applving for grants in support of
identified projects as the agencies making such grants require evidence that the
communily support whatever project is being pul forward for funding, Examples
of fundings available are wiven at .-"".I‘.tIJL:ru.Jix 1.

The Clerk to the Parish Council agreed to administer the produclion and
implementation of the plan on behalfl of the Parish and as a first step put together a
case for a Parish Plan Grant from the Countrvside Agency to cover nocessary costs,
This process took until July 2002 Lo complete at which point, a {:Iulz";itfi_'ll'll'[ail'l:-'
(Appendix 2) was sent out to all households seeking resident’s views on a range of
issucs relating Lo lile in the Parish and polential arcas for improvement. The
Women's Institute, Village 1lall Commuittes, Parochial Church Council and
Casterion School were also conlacled {or views and woere given a copy of the
ueshionnaire,

113 queshonnaires were sent out and 30 returned giving a response rate of 4%, A
summary of the Iindings of the survev (Appendix 3) was produced and distributed
to all households on 8 October 2002 together with an invitalion Lo attend a Parish
Flan Mecling, on 11 Movember 2002 convened to finalise the plan, Twenby-two
residents attended this meeting, which was chaired by the Clerk to the Parish
Council, and (ollowing discussion of the main findings ot the questionnaire, the
content of the Parish Plan was established,

2 The Plan

2.1 Local Services and Facilities

This subject split down into three sections; Organisations and Businesses, Village
Hall and Communication.

Organisations and Businesses

[Lwas agreed Lthal as [ar as the Church, Garage and Pheasant Inn were
concetned if would be imappropriate to have Parish Plan actions relating to
improvements as these were for the managers of the establishments to decide.
However, a number of improvement opportunities for each of them had been

identitied in the survey and these would be passed on to them for consideration.
B Actian 1
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Village Hall

There were lwo main slrands to the comments aboul the Villape Hall and these
related to the tabric of the building and the events organised in it. The Village Hall
Commitles had made clear in their response that they woere committed to the
Village 1all remaining as a tocus for community activities and that they would like
Lo see as much use made of it as possible. However, for this to happen it was telt
that improvements would be required to meet legal requirements and Lo makae it «
more attractive venue. The main improvements were scen as:

o Disabled toilets (legal requirement)

» Comtortable seahng

+ Redecoration

¢ Dishwasher (possible legal requirement)

During the Parish Plan Meeting discussion an opposing view was given that offort

wonld be better spent on pursuing funding for construction of a new village hall,

However, it was decided that the existing one was suthicient for the currenl necds

of the village and that seeking grant aid to make the improvements should be

included as a Parish Plan action, Action 2

Information gleaned from the survey showed that the three most popular uses of
the hall were the winter talks with 48% of residents atbending, Women's Institute
(11%) and Body Balance (9'%). Suggested events and the percentage of respondents
supporting them were Social Bvenings (300%), bvening/ Day Classes (37%) and
iz Evenings (29%). Some concern had been expressed aboul the need to make
events appeal to wider audiences with some secing them as being tailored to older
residonts.

It was agroed thal reviewing the programme of events should be one ol Lhe Parish

Plan Actions and that the "n.-'i[|£|£rr! Hall Committee weould be rl‘zf.lth‘nmil:lh' for it, .
e action 3

On communication, 16% of respondents had commented that they did not attend
cvents because they did not know they were on despite the poshng ot notices and
mention in “ Around Kirkby Lonsdale (AKL)". Alternative forms of
communicalion were discussed and it was decided that AKL would continue Lo be
used together with posters but that the use of a Parish website and email should be Rc
mvestigated. '

2.2 Transport

Cnly four households out of the 50 that responded did not have access to Ltheir own
car but surme 24% still felt that the transpart available to them was inadequate for
their needs. Saggested improvements were the introduction of car sharing, Dhial-a-
Ride, a community minibus and a beller Laxi service bul by far the most requested
was a repular bus service to Kirkby Lonsdale picking up around the lanes,
Surprisingly, the weekly Thursday bus service to Xirkby Lonsdale was not used at
all by residents,
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Following discussion it was not considered feasible to pursue any of these

improvements due to the limited numbers that would use them. Howoever, there

was concern about the genuinely disadvantaged and it was agreed that there

should be a Parish Plan action to identify those who fell into this category due to

age or disahility so that an appropriate solulion could then be identified. The olher  Action 5
disadvantaged group had been identified as the youth of the parish but the

overwhelming view was that their transporl was Lhe responsibility of parenls.

2.3 Neighbourhood and Environment
Litter

Some 40% of respondents had expressed concern aboul litler with the v illage, on
roadside verges and al Devil's Bridge being, the main concerns. Devil’s Bridge was
SUCTE A5 8 Pro Brlom oo fo the |‘||gh usage of the area and as the refreshiment huat had
a responsibility to remove litter no specific action was required to address this.
Verges on the main roads were considered toe dangerous an area to expect
residents to take direct action and this was seen as a District or County Council
responsibility. The Village and back lancs were areas were it was [elt direct action
could be taken and it was agreed that re-inslalement of periodic Boon Days should
form an action within the plan and that the School should be asked to play their
part.

Action &

Dwog Fouling

2% of respondents had expressed concern about dog fouling in particular

between the church and High Casterton, between the church and Langthwaite

crossroads and on the path from the top of Ferncroft to the Village Hall. The need

to cducate dog, owners as to the health implications of deg fouling, possible use of
poop-a-scoop bins and the use of signage woere all discussed, It was decided that

further warning signs should be displaved and that a poster campaign be used (o

raise the profile of the issue and that these be included as actons in the plan, Action 7

Roads

The majority of respondents saw the state of the roads in the Parish as good or
satistactory. The ssues discussed at the meeting concerned the 20mph speed limit
and possible introduction of rumble strips on the AG83. By tar the majority of
people at the meeting fell thal the 20mph signs should be removed despite the fact
thal only lwo residents objected to thedr introduction prior to their installation,
This would reguire reintroduction of the open limit in these arcas. However, this
strength of feeling had Lo be considered against the background of 73% of
respondents bolicving that the speed limits in the parish were appropriate. This
percentage represented a higher number of individuals than those requesting
change and it was not, lhf-n‘-furu, SeeTL as appropriate to include this as o Parish
Plan action. This does not preclude individual residents from pursuing this matter
turther should they so wish.

Pheantriduction of other traflic calming measures such as rumble strips was not
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considered appropriate.

Other road related concerns were flooding, poor verge and hedperow mainlenance
and weed damage. Although these were discussed at some length 1t was decided
that there were existing avenues Lo pursue remedial action and that no specific
Farish Plan aclion was reqguired,

Footpaths

The majority of respondents felt that these were generally satisfactory with some
minor concerns about maintenance. Given the exisience of existing avenues to
pursue remedial action no specific Parish Plan action was considered appropriate.

The most frequently requested additional footpath was one from Lhe village to
Devil's Bridge behind the wall to make users sale from the trattic. This was against
the background of increased use ot the main road by voung people in the hours of
darkness. Attempts had been made in the past to establish such a tootpath without
success but it was agreed that this should be pursued as an action in the Parish
Plan with a possible bid for funding via the “Walking the Way to Health”
mmihiative,

Street Lighting

This is a topic that polarised resident opinivn with some wanting no further light
pollution and some wanting a tull lighting scheme for the village and the A883.
However, the majority, some 83%, were happy with the status quoe. 1L was agreed,
therefore, that no further action was required in respect of street lighting,

Re-cycling

There had been an overwhelming response in favour of greater recycling with all
households prepared to do it and it was agreed that an acion should be meluded
in the plan to seek an increase in the facilities available. The preference was [or
collection related improvements with improved village-based facilities the second
choice. Remaoval of large items such as carpets and appliances would also be
considered.

2.4 Policing

The major concerns in this area identified in the survey were the need for more
visible policing, the enforcement of speed limits, better response times and better
pulicing of parking problems at Devil’s bridge. However, it was clear at the
meeting that [Devil's Bridge was seen as the most pressing concern,. As action wis
already in hand for a multi-agency meeting to try to resolve the problem once and
for all it was agreed that this be allowed to proceed bul that if it proved
unsuccessiul, further involvement of the residents of the Parish would be called lor
1o determine future actions, This would be included as an action in the plan,

The remaining concerns would cuntinue to be pursued via existing channels such
as the Parish Council.
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2.5 Junior Citizen Issues

Phe views of young people had been sought as part of the survey process and
although the response had been limited there had been requests for a village
playground, cycle paths, a youth club and a cincma club,

It was agreed that the cinema cluby, which had also been raised by adults, and the
voulh club be passed to the Village Hall Committee for consideration and this
wuld be included as an action in the plan. At 14
The provision of a playground was discussed at lenglh but it was reluctantly

decided not to pursue Lhis due to the lack of availability of land in a safe location,

Cycle paths were alse seen as inappropriate in view of the current network of

bridleways and minor roads and in particular in view of the limited number of

reguests for such facilities,

2.6 Suggested Improvements To Parish Life

Although there had been a long list of supgested improvements there were only
three that had considerable support. These relaled to Devil's Bridge, parking by
l'vwn End Garage and the introduction of a Village Hall Car Park. The Devil's
Bridge issue is covered under policing above.

Parking at the corner by Town End Garage was seen as a major problem that had
only partially been solved by the parking of buses at an alternative location. The
current level of parking at the junction with the A6E3 and up Smithy How was
seer as a road salety issue that needed to be addressed although it was
acknowledged that the owners of the garage had tried to im prove the siluation,
Although it was agreed that no direct improvement action could be taken, when
the lindings of the survey were repurted back to the garape owners the strength of
local teeling about the issue would be included and this approach would torm an

action in the plan, s

An action would also be included relating Lo the request for a Village Hall Car Park

which would be referred to the Village Hall Committee for consideration. Actian 13

3 Further Action

Fallowing publication of the Parish Plan updates on progress will be provided via
Around Kirklby Lonsdale, Action 14

Froduced by Bay Lakeland, Clerk to Casterton Farish Council
Ivy Cottage
LCasterion
Carnforth
LAGZRX
Tel: 015242 72035
Email: ray lakeland®@linenne, net
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List Of Actions

Pass to Town End Garage, The Pheasant and the Parochial Church Council improvement
npportunities idenlified in the survey.

Work with the Village ITall Commillee Lo obtain funding for disabled tailetls, comtortable
seating, redecoration and other items to meet legal requirements and support completion of
the projects.

Pass to the Village Hall Commitiee suggested additions to the programme of events
highlighted in the survey.

Make inereased use of “Around Kirkby Lonsdale”, continue Lo use posters and invesligale
the use of a Parish website and cmails to adverlise evenls,

Investigate the number of disadvantaged residents in terms of ape or disability in order to
determine an appropriate approach to meet their transport needs.

Reinstate perindic “Boon Days” to clear litter from the village seeking appropriate
assistance from Casterlon School,

Introduce more dog fouling warning signs, a posler awareness campaign Lo raise Lhe profile
of this issue.

Pursue the establishment of a direct footpath to Devil's Bridge behind the wall for
improved safety seeking funding as part of Lhe “Walking the Way lo Health” campaign,

Seek provision of improved recycling facilities for the Parish including arrangements for
large items.

Should Lthe current initiatives aimed al solving the Devil’s Bridge parking problems be
unsuccessful, arrange for further involvement of residents in deciding future achions.

Pass the requests for a youth club and cinema club to the Village Hall Commitlee for their
consideration.

. Report back to Town End Garage Lhe strength of the concern about the harards caused by

parking at the junction of Smithy How and the A6S3.

Pass the request for a Village Iall Car Park lo the Village Hall Committee for their
consideration.

Provide progress reports on the plan via “ Around Kirkby Lonsdale™.

Moremher 2002
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Appendix 1
Funding Source Examples

Countryside Agency

Commumnity Service Grants from £500 to L25000 to maintain and introduce new
SETVICES

Parish 'Transport Grants from £500 to £10000 for small projects to meet local transport
needs

Fural Transport Partnership Grants of up to £250000 to enable the development of
partnerships to provide tor local transport needs
Other Sources

local Heritage Initiative grants from £3000 to £25000 to preserve herilage buildings
and customs

Walking the Way to [lealth Initiative o promote walking for health and
cnvironmental reasons

Doorstep Greens to promote the protection of existing and the introduction of new
ETSET Spaces

The Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust

The Neighbourhood Forum (A Cumbria County Council Initiative)
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CASTERTON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk To Council: Ray Lalkeland, vy Cottage, Casterton, Carnforth, Lancs, LAG ZRX Tul; 015242 THI35
To All Huuscholds in Casterton and High Casterton 15 July 2002
[ear Resident,

Improving Life For The Residents Of Casterton

Az Vou may have read in the natiomal press over the last few months, the povernment are .-::I'I;ar:hing
grealer importance o imprm-'ing the life of residents of rural communities., Thrmlgh the organisation
known as The Counleyside Agency they are making funds available for improvemenlts wo facilities in
rural areas including transporl. Lo enable local communities to bid for such [unding, they reguire
parishes to draw up a plan after consullation with residents.

We need Lo ensure that the plan is a true Parish plan and not just the views of the Parish Council,
TTowever, as Clerk Lo the Parish Council T have taken om responsibility for its completion. To ensure that
the final document truly reflects the views of the Parish, Inpul is being soughl (eom:

a Al henzsshobds
Tha Parish Cowncil

= The Village Hall Committes

¢ The Women's instibute

¢ The Parochial Church Couwneil
o And Casterlon School

The purpose of this letter is 1o seek your input via the attached confidential questionnaire. However, Lo
encourage completion and thereby ensure as many people as possible return the forms, il vou wish to be
included in a free draw for £25 of high street store vouchers vou can add vour name and address at the
end of the questionnaire. Fven in this case, any commuents will not be attributed to individuals.

Onee the results of the survey and the comments of the organisations above have been summarised, you
will be inviled o a meeting to prioritise those actions identified Lo imgrove life for residents of the
villagre prior to the process of seeking the necessary funding,

Finally, 1 would like o thank you in anlicipation of vour comments but would also like (o stress that
identiflication of a problem will not necessarily mean thal funding will be inumediately available to solve
it. However, having a prioritised plan is the liest slep on the road 1o a solulion.

Yours faithfully,

Ray Lakeland



Casterton Parish Plan 2002
Questionnaire To Establish Residents Views

Completion of this questionnaire is completely confidential as there is no way of tracing
the individual who completed it. However, as it is s0 important to the preparation of the
Parish Plan that we get back as many responses as possible, all those who respond are
being offered the opportunity to be entered into a free draw to win £25 of Marks and
Spencer, Boots or WH Smith vouchers. If you would like to take advantage of this offer,
please fill in your address at the end of the questionnaire.

Basic Information On The Women's Institute [

Household
Pheasant Inn Quiz Nights [::I

How many people are there in your
household in each of these age School Swimming Sessions [:l
Groups? [Please enter number in box)
If not, are there any particular reasons

11and under |:| why nat? (Please give brief explanation)

12-18 [ ]
1960 [ ]
Over&0 [_|

How many household members fall
inte sach of the following employment

sltuations? (Please enter number in box) Would any household members attend
_ any of the following if they were on
Full time employment [ ] offer In the Village Hall? |Piease entar

numker in box)
Part time eamployment |

Retired [ |
Salf employed r:|

Full tima aduecstion El

Whist Drives |:|

Basatia Drives I:l
Dances/Discos [ |
Evaning/Day Classes |:|

Mot employed o in full bme aducation |:| I includ |:|
ntemet Access {(Including Email)

Phatocopying D

Soeial Evenings (eg. Holpot Suppers) |::|

Housewife/Househusband |:|

Local Services and Facilitias

How many household members ake

part in any of the following local ' Table Tennis [_]
organlzationsfactivities? (Pleass anter
nuEmber i box) Aerobics/Keer fit sessions D
Village Hall Wintar Talks [ ] Quiz Everings [
Scottish Dancing [ Any other? Please |t

Body Balance Sessions |:|

Coamputer Course | |




Do any household members undertake
any of the above activities outside of
the parish? (Please enicr numbar in box)

Yes D
Mo |:|

If vas, whers?

Ara housshold members happy with
the genaral level of facilities in the
Parish? iPleaze enter number in box)

"r’eslzl
MDD

If no, what facllities do you think would
improve parish life?d

Do any of the following prevent
meambers of your household being

involved in community activities?
[Please erter number in box)

Lack of time |:|

Lack of child care [ |

Caring for eldery/sick person |:|
Do not know what's going on |:|

Mal interasted i community actvities |:|

Other {Please specify) |:|

Do any members of your househaold
visit the Pheasant on a regular basis?

(Please enter nuemger m box)
ves [

NUD

If nz, iz there anything that would
encourage them o do so%

Do any members of your household

shop at the garage shop? (Plhase enter
Aumibear in bax)

‘r’e:;l:l
NnEl

It o, is thera anything that would
ancourags them to do 507

Do any members of your household

attend services at Holy Trinky Church?
{Plaase entar number in Do)

"fEﬁl:l
NDD

If no, is there anything that wauld
encourage them to do sa?



Transport

How many members of your housshold
have access to own transport (car,
motorcycle etc. )T iPleazs enter number in
bl

‘u"e:s!:]
Hn|:|

If no, what form of transpont do they use?
Lifts from friends [ |
walk [ ]
School Bus D

Weekly bus to Kirkby Lonsdale ]:]

Other Please Specify) [ |

Are these arrangements adeguate?
ves []
No []

If no, what other transport would you
like to 3ee made avallable? (eg. Gar
sharing schemes, community minibus,
more bus servicesg)?

If you believe extra bus services
should be provided, what destinatlons
would be suitable?

How often would household membars use

adddional senvices? (Pleass anter rumber in
(e

Daily [ ]
Weekly |:|

Less frequently |:|

Neighbourhood and the
Environment

Are any household memberz

concerned about any of the following?
[Figsse enier numbes in oox)

Litter/Rubbish Dumping [ |

Dag Fauling |:|

If yes, in what locations?

Do any membears of your housshold
feel any of the following spoil the

appearance of the area? Fizase enter
number 0 box)

Poory maintsined properties [ |
Untidy gardens [ |
Poorty maintained verges [

Paarly maintained paths and pavements [ |

Othar [Please spacify) |:|

in what locations?

Are there any things that your
household think could be done to
improve the environment in the
parish?



Would you be prepared to sort your
refuse for recycling if separate
collectlons were made?

ves [ |
Mo [ ]

What do your household think about
the state of the roads in the parish?

What do your household think about
the state of the footpaths In the
parish?

Do housahold members think that the
footway lighting in the parish is
adequata? (Please ealer number in b

Yas D
Ma D

If no, where do you think axtra lighting is
requirad?

Are household members satizsflad with
the speed limits in the parish? (Preas.

entar numdear in Lo
ves [

N-:l:l

If not what changeas wauld you like o
see?

Crime

How many times has your current
home been broken Into in the last 12
manths?

Mara D
Cina |:|

Mare than one (If so state number) [

How many times has property beaen stolan
from your garden or shed in the last 12
months?

Mone E:|
One |:|

More than cne (I so state number) [ ]
How would your household members

describe the service offered by the
police? [Pieass enter number in bax)

Good D

Satisfactory D

Paor [:|

If poor, what improvements would you like
1o 527

&re your household aware that there is
a neighbourhood watch scheme in the

parish?
g D
Mo [ ]
General

What are your housahold members”

overall views of living in the Parish?
{Please arder numbsar m bion

Excellent ||



Address (Only to be filled in if you wish
to be entered into the fres draw)

If you have children under the age of
11 please azk them if there is anything
that they feel could improve village life
for people of their age group.

If you have children betwaan the ages
of 12 and 18 please ask them f thera s
anything that they fael could Improve
village life for people of their age
group.

Do you have any other suggestions to
improve the parish of Casterton? The
parish extends from the A65 (including
Devil's Bridge} up to the border with
Barbon.

Thank you very much for taking the time
to complete this survey. You will be
informed of the outcome in due course
when you will be invited to a meeting to
prioritise those issues that are raised as
requiring attention in order to improve
life in the Parish.

Please will you now post the
guestionnaire in the envelope provided
into the box at Town End Garage Shop or
in my letterbox at lvy Cottage (Opposite
the garage)

Ray Lakeland,
Clerk to Casterton Parish Council



Rav lakeland

8 Oclober 2002

Introduction

| am pleased, at last, to be able to let vou know the outcome of the consultation phase of the
creation of a Caslerton Parish lan. As vou may recall from the letter introducing the
questionnaire, | am taking the lead on putting together a plan that I hope will reflect the wishes
of the parish as a whole and not just the Parish Council's view. The response to the
questionnaire was excellent with 44% of recipients returning their forms. [ am also pleased to
be able to report that some 89% of respondents fecl that living in the parish is either excellent or
pood with 7% seeing it as adequate and 4% poor.

Al the lime of writing, though, the response from organisations within the parish has been
mixed anly two, the Village Hall Committee and Casterton School, giving any view of their
requirements from a plan. Hopefully views from the others will be received before the plan is

finalised.

A briel overview of the main findings from the questionnaires follows anl it 15 essential reading
for those intending to attend the Parish Meeting where we will decide on the priority of the
issucs raised and what will actually be in the plan.

Casterton Households

Sorme 88% of respondents
are 19 vears old or over
with 41% aver 60. Only
40% are emploved or selt-
employed. This includes
those in part Lime
employment, OF the
remainder, 33% are retired,
13% in tull time education
and 12% erther

housewife/ husband or not

emploved. The high level
of individuals who do nol
g0 oul Lo work and the age
profile will undoubtedly
have influenced the ssues
seen as important.

Local Services and
Facilities

By far the best-attended
events held in the village
are the winter talks with
48% of respondents saving
they attend. Pheasant in
Quix MNights, the Women's
Institute and Body Balance
come next with 16%, 11%
and 9% respectively, The
|

least well-attended event is
Scottish Dancing with only
Fwo r-:":-;|‘.n:‘.l11-:'h".rﬁ*-i ,_u'rljr'ing
they attend. The main
reasons for not attending
village evenks were given
as a lack of time (19%) and
not knowing what's going
on (16%).

The: respanse to what ather
eventy residents would
attend if they were offered
in the Village 1 lall showed
that by [ar the most
popular would be social
evenings with 5015,
followed by evening,/ day
classes al 37% and quiz
cvenings at 20%. The least



pupular of the suggested
evenls were Internet access
{4%), table tennis (9%) and
dances/ discos (11%).
Other Village [ Lall based
aclivilies supgesled by
respondents were wide
ranging and included a
vouth club, bridge
cvenings, arls and crafls
exhibitions, tabletop sales,
musical performances and
flm club. Non Village
Hall related sugp pestions
inchuded a children's
playground and a car park
tor the Village, [tis not
possible to zauge whether
these would be of interost
to sufficient numbers to
make them viable but this
will be considered at the
Parish Meeling.

It is clear from responses
that residents tind it
necessary to go to other
villages to cater tor their
mberests and this is usually
for dav and cvening classcs
and acvess to g swimming
pool.

The Pheasant appears to be
a papular venue with some
62% ol the parish
I'mqur:n’ring it Those who
don't cited the main reason
as being the smoky
atrmosphere,

The garape shop is used by
H2% of respondents and
mmprovemenls sugpestod
were Lhe solling of imaperﬁ
ancd fresh bread.

Church attendance was
claimed by 39%, which
seerns high considering Lthe
reporied actual attendance
but this may be due to
those who attend on an
intrequent basis.

Ending this section on a
positive note, 83% of
respondents arc happy
with the general level of
facilities within the parish,

Transport

CUmnly 4 households
responding do not having
access to a car although
24% fecl that transport
available to their
houschold is inadequate.
Of the other oplions

available, litts trom friends,

walking and the school
buses are the methods
used with nobody saying
they usc the weekly bus to
Kirkby Lonsdale.

Other modes of transport
sugEested wore car
sharing, Dial-a-ride,
community minibus (either
our oiwn Oor one shared
with Kirkbv | .onsdale) and
better taxi service. But by
tar the most requested
improvement was a
regular bus service o
Kirkby | omsdale that picks
upr around the lanes,

| Quote

!r “Dag fouling - T don’t like

| the signs ul!mqﬁ_‘-such hings
but u little education might
help." :

A

Neighbourhood and the
Envirommient

A stagering 46% and 30%
ol houscholds are
concerned about litter and
dog louling respectively.
The main dog fouling
problem locations seem o
be the lane [rom the
Church to High Casterton,
the lane from the Chorch
to Langthwaite crossroads
and the tootpath from the
top end of Ferncrofl to the
Village Iall. However,
CONCern was also expressed
about roadsides and verges
in general with some even
voncerned about dogs
fouling on private drives
and gardens. On the litter
fronl, Devil's Bridge and
roacdside verpes are seen as
the most problematic.

Cuote

‘ “Litter in hedgerows and on
verges - one tealk produced
| hwo plaslic carrier bags full
of rubbish.”

Some 64% of households
wene also concerned abwont
the impact of poor
maintenance of one sort or
another with the main
concern relating to poorly



maintained verges closely
followed by poorly
maintained paths and
pavements.

The residents of Casterton
appear Lo be
environmentally conscious
with all households being
prepared to sort their
rubbish for recycling if
separate colleclions were
made.
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The response on the slaie
of the roads was surprising,
with more respondents
saying Lthey were gouwl or
satisfactory than those
saving they were poor.
There were a number of
comments about the
urbanisation of the roads
through increased road
markings and signs
although others were keen
to see this continue with
requests for speed bumps
amul other traffic calming
measures, Similar views
were expressed about

footpathes with the majority

feeling they are
satisfactory.

(e area that appears to

have pularised the views of

residents is the question of

service ufuﬂ Gem&wm

Lhe adequacy of street
lighting, One camp wants
Lo see no further light
pollution with the ather
requiring more street lights
including in one case,
lighting the whole AG83
trom the village to Devil's
Bridge. However, only
17% of respondents feel
that addibional lights are
required and in most cases
these were fairly minor
UNproYements.

Another arca with widely
differing viewpuoints is
speed limits. Some 73% of
households are happy with
the current situation
although many of these
believe enforcement is
required. Of the
remainder some believe
things have gone too far
and that the 20mph limit
should nut have been
imposed seeing as a waste
of public money, Othors
feel Turther restrictions are
required.

Crime and Policing

“We don’t gel apolice

The news here is thal only
bwo houses have beoen
broken into in the last 12
months and 4 have had
something stolen trom
their shed or garden. 1
suspect this is lower than

the national average but a
worry nonetheless. On the
positive side, 90% of
respondents are aware of
the neighbourhood watch
schemee.

Views on the adeguacy of
the police service are
mixed with Y% seeing it as
good, 36% satisfactory and
ab% poor. The most
frequent requesl was tor
maore local police on the
beat with a local police
station in Kirkby Lonsdale
coming a close second.
Faster response fimes and
better policing ol Devil's
bridge come egual third.

Wishes of the Under
115 and 12-18s

The main requirement
from the vounger age
eroup is for a children's
playground lollowed by
sate cycling areas such as
cvcle paths with one view
being to open the old
railway for the purpose.
Comments in the higher
age group are vory limited
with only two sugpestions
and those being a youth
club and a cinema club. It
i5 nice o sec that our
vounger residents are able
to think creatively with a
tuntair and the seaside
being bwo things they
would like Lo see in the
Parish.
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Suggested
Improvemenls to
Village Life

There were 44 suppested
improvements m total with
the top three all relating to
parking issues. In order of
popularity they are:

¢ Improvements to
the situation al
Drewil's Drudge

s Improving the car
parking silualion at
the garage corner

o  Providing a Village
Hall Car Park

f.Fu:i grta
nork st a
questionnaire is uﬁ«nrcmqﬂ{e
af whal's gomd.*

Next Steps

The next steps are to meet
in the Village Hall at

7. 3pm on Monday 11
Movernber 2002 to decide
which of the issues to
pursuc as part of an overall
parish plan, 1 hope that by
that time we will have
further input from the
arganisations consulted so

that some concrele projecls
can be identitied that will
enhance the lives of
residents of the Parish.,
However, as [ mentioned
in my original letter,
identification of issucs
does not necessarily mean
that funding will be
mnmediately available to
solve them but having a
priorifised plan is the first
step on the road to a
solution,

Finally

Il'j,'rru would like to

comiment on this update or

would like [urther details
priur to the proposed
meeling, please contact me
at the address or on the
telephone number below.

Eay Lakeland

Clerk to Casterton Parish
Couneil

Ivy Cottape

Casterton

Carnlorth

|.AG 21X

Tel: 5242 735

Frmail:
ray_lakelandé@lincone. net

- Don’t Forget

J The Parish Plan Mwﬂng
will be held at 7.30pm on ]
Mﬂn&a;;r 11 November
2002, '

This will be your last
chance to have your
wishes considered before
I:h_n: plan_'is finalised.

;:{ llmk forward to seeing
| yom there.






