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The Parish of Brigham

The Parish of Brigham is situated in North Cumbria, within the Allerdale Borough Council area.
Allerdale broadly covers the area between the Solway Coast in the north and west, to the northern
Lake District fells in the south. To the east it borders with Carlisle City Council and Eden District
Coungil, and with Copeland Borough Council in the south. Brigham is located immediately to the
west of the Town of Cockermouth and approximately 8 miles east of Workington in the River
Derwent Valley.

The Parish covers an area of 816 square hectares, and has a population density of 0.4 per hectare. In
1995 the population was estimated to be 960 and there were 395 properties in the Parish with several
more under construction. The main population is concentrated in the village of Brigham and the
hamlet of Broughton Cross with a few outlying farms. In the north the Parish boundary follows the
River Derwent,

Both Brigham and Broughton Cross are former mining/quarrying villages although now most
residents work in Cockermouth or West Cumbria including the BNFL Complex in Copeland.

There are a number of services available in the Parish

. Bus service and shelter Caravan Sites

. Church and Churchyard Chapel

. Notice Boards Play Areas

. Past Boves Post Office/Stores
. Public House Club

» Telephone Kiosks Coarse Fishing

. Village Hall 2 Playing Fields
- St Bridget's School Art Gallery

. Vehicle repair garages Timber sales

Other than a small post office/store, there are no shopping facilities in the Parish and residents
travel to nearby towns. The nearest towns are Cockermouth 2 miles and Workington 8 miles. To
reach a large shopping centre one has to travel 30 miles to the City of Carlisle. Health care is
provided by doctors’ surgeries in the “nearby” market towns, and regional hospitals are situated in
Carlisle and in Whitehaven 16 miles away.

The main A66 Trunk Road runs through the north of the Parish and from an often disputed junction
on this road the “old A66™ serves the village of Broughton Cross and several other villages to the
east of the Parish as well as important commercial undertakings. The other roads actually running
through the Parish are all relatively minor.

St Bridget's Primary school which has 119 pupils is an important and well respected facility in the
Parish for children up to the age of 11 years and most children then go to Cockermouth School for
their secondary education.

Within the Parish there are several small businesses which provide local employment and services
to the village although most people commute to Cockermouth or West Cumbria for employment and
shopping. In the two villages there are a number of clubs and organisations which provide leisure
opportunities in the village hall or chapel rooms and there is a public house and a social club still
operating in the Parish.




Plan Objectives

The objective in producing a Parish Plan is to establish what facilities and services are needed in the
Parish both for the present time and in the future. Parish Plans are produced under the Vital Villages
Initiative run by the Countryside Agency and there is guidance as to what topics should be included
but each Parish is also encouraged to use their own initiative in setting out what is needed in the
Parish in the future.

A Parish Plan should set out a vision for the community over the next five to ten years. At the same
time it should indicate what and where action is necessary to deal with issues of concern to those
who live and work in the community, be they social, environmental or economic.

Once a Parish has produced a Plan, its contents can be used to influence the decisions of the wide
range of organisations which provide support and services to rural communities. In fact, the produc-
tion of a Parish Plan can be a major benefit to all local organisations seeking funding for individual
projects or for buildings in the Parish.

The following objectives are the main focus of this Parish Plan:-

. lo identify local community needs and improve community awareness, thereby
influencing the decisions of statutory bodies. agencies, individuals and groups

L] lo set out an achievable vision for the future of the Parish, taking into account the views of
the community.

. l'o identity and record the use and sustainability of the Brigham Memorial Hall and set out the
needs for improvement of the village hall building. including considering its  future potential

B Fo improve vouth facilities within the Parish

. T'o hiaise with Cumbria Police and take all possible steps o improve Parish Safety

# [0 improve community spirit in the Parish and invoelve all residents in Parish concerns
. To make every effort o improve communications within the Parish

J l'o liaise with 5t Bridget's School to improve services for voung children in the Parish
. To improve Village Facilities

. To improve the Parish Environment

- T'o set out the need for a Village Caretaker

» F'o seek additional employment opportunities in the Parish




Plan Preparation, Consultation and Community Involvement

Like many small Parishes, Brigham, as a former mining village, has many problems which, in part,
are due to the requirements of modern day living. Traffic speed and congestion, escalating costs of
maintaining public areas and a need to protect and preserve the environment of the Parish led
Members to agree to undertake a Parish Plan to set out the needs of the Parish over the next five
Vears.

It was also felt that the decision to prepare a Parish Plan could improve community spirit in the
Parish and inform the residents of the Parish of the needs of the area and what could be done by way
of improvement. One important aspect of this plan is therefore to involve all sections of the village
and this has been achieved by the following activities.

Having registered an interest in preparing a Plan with the Countryside Agency in May 2002, a
decision was made in October 2002, to prepare a plan and a consultant was appointed to assist in the
preparation of the Plan. Once approval had been received, a Steering Group was formed comprising
Members of the Parish Council and volunteers from the Parish, some of whom represented other
village organisations. As a first step a detailed programme of consultation was agreed to ensure all
sections of the community were reached.

The Programme undertaken was as follows

*  Each household was invited to complete a village appraisal questionnaire that also gave an
opportunity for householders to comment about the needs of the village. The replies received
were very useful and confirmed much of the survey work carried out by Parish Councillors

* A Steering Group has met to discuss issues to be included in the Plan on a regular basis

» Residents have been encouraged to put forward their views about the needs of the village.

*  The Plan has been publicised through newsletters delivered to each house in the village

*  The local Primary School has used the plan as an education opportunity to involve all their
pupils in the action for youth strategy

e Local organisations were invited to add their views into the Plan.

¢  (Older children were approached and requested to complete a questionnaire

¢  This Plan has been the subject of an exhibition in the Village hall that was open to all residents
of the village to attend over two full days. This zave residents the opportunity to pass comment
on the Plan to Parish Council representatives.

e lorecognise the needs of Broughton Cross a separate group was formed to discuss the issues in
this part of the Parish.

A special feature of this consultation process was the enthusiastic way in which residents,
organisations and Parish Councillors responded to the consultation process and the obvious pride
many residents had in their Parish.

The Parish Council is particularly grateful to the headteacher and staff of St Bridget's Primary
School who took on board the task of involving young children from the village in finding out their
views and using the Plan preparation as an opportunity in their local study programme.

It was particularly pleasing to see many written comments within the questionnaires where people
had taken the trouble to identify their views about village issues and many of these views have been
considered and accepted in the preparation of the Plan.




A Brief History of Brigham

The village of Brigham is built along a spring line where water was readily available before
the days of piped water. The Parish of Brigham stands on the junction between the
limestones and the sandstone/coal measures of the Carboniferous rocks. There are several
theories about the origin of the name “Brigham™ but all seem to centre around the theory
that the village is connected to a bridge over the River Derwent. The siting of the village up
the hill away from the river is probably linked to the availability of water from the springs.

The oldest house in the Parish is “Rectory Farm™. This property may have been connected
with a nunnery or friary which legend says was nearby, though there is no evidence for this.
There was certainly a well called “Nuns Well” in the field to the west of the Church. in an
area later quarried. To the east of Brigham village is the village pound where straying
animals used to be kept until collected by their owners.

The quarries in the east and centre of the village are limestone: the ones to the west are
sandstone, used for building. Most of the older properties in Brigham are built of this stone.
The limestone quarries in the village closed about 1910, but Ellerbeck Quarry, to the east of
the village finished in the 1930°s. Most of the limestone was used in West Cumberland
blast furnaces as a flux in the smelting of iron. Some was burned in kilns for use in
agriculture and for making mortar. At Broughton Cross the first coal seams appear and
there was a small pit just to the east of that village in the 19th century. Until the closing of
the West Cumberland coal-pits and the local quarries and the decline in agricultural
employment, these were the only sources of local work. Some 40 houses used to be owned
by coal companies for their employees. Most people now commute to work at Cockermouth,
Workington or further afield.

A 19th century school which was attended by Fletcher Christian is located in the village.
The school is now a private house and was superseded by a Church School built in 1875 and
recently enlarged and improved.

A large building firm founded by a Brigham family provided much employment for 50
years, but is now no longer active locally. There is now only one working farm in the
village, two on the outskirts and three out in the country part of the Parish.




A Brief History of Brigham

The Parish Church, a very early foundation, and once the “Mother Church” of the whole
district, is built on a glacial gravel mound, higher than the marshy ground by the river, and
providing good digging for graves, whereas the main village has shallower soil over rock.

One of the great changes in recent years has been the closing of the railway and the making
of the A66 road. In addition, the construction of about 100 houses on High Rigg and nearly
50 in the Hill area made a huge difference to the village.

Brigham Station Allport’s Garage

Looking back to the earlier 20th century, there was a railway station, a butcher, a bread
maker, several “front room” confectioners, some dressmakers, coal merchants and carters, a
veterinary surgeon, a market garden and two fish and chip shops. In the distant past there
was even a brewery! All gone!

Brigham Memorial Hall was built after the first world war in memory of those who died and
is much used. The village is fortunate in having a public house in Low Brigham ( three
until recently), a post office and store, (two stores until recently and four thirty years ago).
There is a chapel, three repair garages and a reasonable bus service.




The Built Environment

Background

Within the Allerdale Local Plan Brigham and Broughton Cross are defined as “Infill Villages™.
These are described as villages which have some facilities such as a shop, school, post office ar hall
but because of environmental or infrastructure constraints can only assimilate small scale infill
housing proposals within carefully defined limits,

The development limits in Brigham and Broughton Cross have been drawn tightly around the
existing built up areas of the two villages in order to limit development to infill plots within the
boundaries and in “infill villages™ exceptions will not be allowed except for local needs/affordable
housing.

Within the Parish Survey, 79% of those who replied thought that the current development limits in
Brigham should not be changed. In Broughton Cross 36% thought new housing was necessary
although 48% thought no further housing was needed other than some affordable housing for local
needs.

Local Needs/Affordable Housing

From the results of the questionnaire a need for |1 new households to find their own independent
accommodation in the next five vears was established. The Parish Council will raise these needs
with local housing associations or other providers to see if there is any way in which these needs can
be accommodated.

Review of Allerdale Local Plan

Starting in 2004, the Borough Council will begin to review the current Local Plan and within this
document. the Parish Council is keen to set out its views about the future of the two villages in terms
of future development, local needs, affordable housing and the scale and design of any housing to be
allowed.

It is the duty of the Borough Council to assess housing circumstances in their area during a review of
their local plans and decide which land (if any) might be released for new housing and as Brigham
and Broughton Cross are two sought after places in which to live, the Parish Council wishes to set
out their views at this early stage.

Future Development Land

In general terms. the Parish Council does not feel large scale development in Brigham is possible
due to sewage constraints and a limited amount of developable land within the village environment

In Broughton Cross, the Parish Council feels all new development should be confined to within the
existing boundaries unless the case is made for local needs/affordable housing to be provided in the
area.

Scale and Design
As a former mining village with its narrow Main Street, Brigham suffers more than most villages

from traffic and parking problems and the Parish Council is keen to ensure any new housing
provided in the Parish has at the very least its own parking or garage within its curtilage.




Planning Guidelines

The Parish Council is also anxious that any new housing in either village does not interfere with the
rights of existing property owners to enjoy their homes by taking away open views, overshadowing
smaller properties and development is not a too high a density.

In some local villages, the whole character of the village has been spoilt by large scale estate type
development being crammed into former farmsteads at the expense of existing owners losing their
views and space which they had previously enjoved. The Parish Council has therefore produced the
following guidelines which they hope will be taken into account by the Borough Council when the
Local Plan is reviewed.

Recommendations/Actions

Planning Guidelines

No extensions to the existing village development boundaries are appropriate in either village
ather than to fulfil local needs/affordable housing for young local people perhaps in Broughton
Cross.

Further estates of uniform standard housing are not considered appropriate for Brigham Parish.

New landscaping should Mend in with the surrounding landscape.

Existing building lines should not be altered without due consideration of the
resulting spatiaf effect.

OMd plot shapes should be retained unless there are good reasons for change.

New housing should have regard to local vernacular style and local characteristic features with
local marerials incorporated wherever possible,

Appropriate traditional buildings should be restored rather than demolished,
When undertaking alterations, owners should seek to preserve local features whenever possible,

Garden boundaries should be in local materials and the use of inappropriate hedging is to be dis-
couraged.

Grarages should be unobtfrusive, set back and behind the house if possible and all new properiies
shouwld have off road parking,




Heritage Features

Originally a farming community, over the centuries Brigham has played an important role in the
history of West Cumbria. The quarries made important contributions to the iron making businesses
in Workington and Brigham was an important railway junction until the railways closed to make
way for road traffic. The Parish Church in Brigham was originally the “Mother Church™ for the
district and the village has a unique heritage which needs to be protected and preserved where
possible.

The following list gives details of many of the features which have been identified as important to
the history of the Parish and the Parish Council will consider how these can be protected for future
generations. Mr. Denys Hinde and his wife have recorded the history of the Parish for many years
and Mr Hinde has amassed a collection of photographs and documents which record much of the
Parishes history. The Parish Council are grateful to Mr Hinde for his assistance in the preparation of
the plan.

The suggestion has been made that a local heritage group might be formed to research and record the
history of the Parish in the future and this idea will be considered by the Parish Council as part of the
plan recommendations.

Parsonage Farm — Oldest known property in Parish

St Bridget’s Parish Church — circa 1080 with additions in 12™ & 13" centuries
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel — 1856

Brigham War Memorial Hall

School attended by Fletcher Christian — now a private house

Stone abutments of railway to Bulgill each side of River Derwent

Broughton Cross Recreational Field, site of former Broughton Cross Village Hall
Brigham Springs

The Village Pound or Pinfold
Bread and Beer Cottage
Ellerbeck Bridge (Moor Road)
Village Green

The Former Vicarage

West Quarry

East Quarry

Kirk Cross Quarry

Former Mines Rescues Station
MNuns Well

Chantry Well

Samson’s Stone in Samson’s Wood
Cuckoo Arch

Lime Kiln in Quarry

The Village Pound

Recommendations/Action

g The Parish Council will support measures to protect important heritage features in the
Parish and will support any heritage group established to further this aim.

s The Parish Council seek to protect Kirk Cross Quarry as a wildlife reserve.




The Natural Environment & Wildlife

One of the main reasons people move 1o Brigham is
the pleasant rural setting. Residents do not wish to see
this threatened by inappropriate development of any
kind and this is reflected in the views expressed in
the questionnaire.

Although the density of properties in High Brigham is
quite high, most properties have views over the
surrounding  countryside and the rural farmiand
around the village with its attractive hedgerows add to
the quality of life in the village.

lhe wvalley of the River Derwent provides an
attractive walk with an abundance of wildlife and the
former quarries all provide a haven for nesting birds,
red squirrels, bats, rare plants and various species of
amphibians. The Parish Council is anxious to protect
wildlife and birds within the Parish  wherever
possible.

All around the Parish are interesting locations for
plant life where many different plant habitals can be
found. The banks of the River Derwent at Caldron
Dub. the former Oakwood, the local quarries,
Hotchberry wood and the close-by Dubs Nature
Reserve all provide specialised habitats for many
important wild plants and for many. are a reason why
Brigham is such a nice place to live.

Recommendations/Action

Wildiife habitats and corvidors within the Parish
should be protecred and enhanced: this includes guar-
ries, hedges. trees and water features such as ponds,
and the springs and weatercowrses that feed them.

The River Derwent amd its tributarvies showld be kept
clear of pollution to mainiain a healthy envivonment
for birds, fish and other aguaric creatures, such as
(HIErS

Any new developments should ensure proveciion of
existing wildflife and nanrad habites in line with the
Wildlife and Coumtryside Act. Developers should seek
opprortunitics for enfancement

Any fitvre commmmity map will incorporate important
wiledlife habitar and corvidors for future protection,




Employment Needs and Opportunities

THE VISION FOR THE
FUTURE

Encouragement and support
of appropriate employment
opportunities within the par-
ish.

Ensure evervone has the op-
portunity to get the training
they need, especially in infor-
mation technology.

Increase in the number of
people having the option of
being able to work from
home.

Dwould like to
work from home,
possibly part-time

With its central location between Workington and
Cockermouth, Brigham is ideally situated for people who work
in West Cumbria. The results of the questionnaire show that
0% of those who replied work in that area with 20% working
in Cockermouth and 10% in Brigham although a large
proportion of these jobs were part time. In fact part time
working was quite common with many of those involved
working in retail outlets. It is felt that working within the
Parish, whether at home or in small local businesses, should
be encouraged. This is in accordance with current government
policy which is attempting to reduce the use of the motor car
and its impact upon the environment.

The Parish does however, have a number of local businesses
who make a valuable contribution to the local economy and
provide employment for a number of residents of the Parish.

82% of replies indicated support for additional employment in
the Parish with horticulture, small craft workshops, and
tourism and leisure as the main suggestions. The existing site
at Low Brigham was seen as ideal for this purpose.

The Parish Council feel that the promotion of at-home working
is important and worth doing although the provision of
broadband technology would be useful to help in this. This is
also linked to the need to provide the education and the
technological facilities, to enable people to have the expertise

¥ -|to take advantage of these opportunities.

| The Parish Council would therefore wish to support the
| employment of parishioners within the Parish. Opportunities to

increase tele-working and the necessary IT training, perhaps in
the Memorial Hall, so that people can work from home, should
be encouraged.

The reasons for supporting such a policy are:

Reduction in journeys on local roads.

Narrow Parish roads unsuitable for large numbers of
vehicles.

Sustainability — less reliance on fossil fuels.

Reduction in vehicles produces safer roads for walkers
and other road users.

People are more likely to use the local shop and
Sacilities if they do not have to travel out of the parish.




Employment Needs and Opportunities

THE ISSUES
. Promotion of at-home working
. A need for IT facilities and

tuition in the Parish

. A need for facilities for
distance learning

. A need for local employment
to reduce commuting

L Appropriate siting of any new
business so that it does not
cause friction with the
residential community

. Local businesses creating
‘evesores’

Ay new soafl indusivies, crafi
waorkshops, erc. should be in
redundani farm  buildings or
withig gxisting buildings

The Former Police Headguarters Building

There was considerable concern expressed in  the
questionnaires about the future of this building. Many
people felt the building was out of character with the
environment of the village and it should be demolished.
There was also concern about the deteriorating state of the
building and residents felt more security was needed in
respect of the building.

Future Local Business Development

Whilst the Parish Council would like to encourage all local
businesses, it can sometimes be the case that a business
can outgrow a village location, or additional action has to
be taken to ensure the premises remain acceptable within a
residential location.Where an existing planning permission
for industrial or business premises lapses or upgrading is
sought, permission should only be granted if due
consideration is given to the amenity and visual impact
within the village environment. The traffic generated and
effects of the development upon  general road safety must
also be addressed.

Many residents indicated that they thought the edges of

villages were the best places for small workshop
g development. Other respondents mentioned locating devel-

opments in redundant farm buildings. The Allerdale Local

2] Plan indicates these workshops should be adjacent to

groups of buildings and approval for small workshops
would only be given if the design of the structure  com-
plements that of adjacent buildings.

Local businesses need the support of the community and
any possibility of friction should be eliminated at the plan-
ning stage. Particular care needs to be taken about the
siting of businesses that may generate extra traffic on
country lanes. The impact of heavy wvehicles on such lanes
can be considerable.

Recommendations/ Action

The Parish Cowncil will support the conversion of existing buildings inio small workshop
premises in the cowntryside, in suitable locations, as in Aflerdale Local Plon Policy . with the
ohject of generating emplovement within the Parish or in villages.

Fhe Parish are concerned abowt the stroctural condition of the former police headguariers
cind the deterioration of this building which iy becoming dangeerons. The Pavish Council be-
lieve this building should demolivhed




Housing

Throughout the Parish there is a total of 390 properties ranging trom small terraced houses built to
accommodate miners, quarrymen and agricultural workers to modern estates built over the last
twenty years,

From the gquestionnaire it was established that during the next five vears 1 potenticl fiture
households were idemtified as needing independent accommodation. The majority of these would
prefer somewhere to purchase although there was a demand for rented properties from voung
couples unable o afford 1o purchase.

The Allerdale Local Plan has endeavoured to keep tight control over houses built in the Parish in
order to protect the environment. To assist this there is a development boundary drawn around both
Brigham and Broughton Cross and the consensus of opinion seems to be that these boundaries
should be retained although no one would object to more rented or affordable housing being built for
young local families.

The Parish Council also wishes to set out guidelines in respect of new developments including the
layout, styles, density and materials preferred for any future developments in the Parish. It is hoped
these ideas will be incorporated into the Allerdale Local Plan during its next review starting in 2003.

As stated above, the major area of concern for the Parish Council is that there is not enough low cost
housing for local people to rent or purchase. Sales of cottages within the Parish have been at prices
young couples simply can not afford and as a result, young people face having to leave the village to
find their own place to live. The Parish Council therefore believes some low cost housing is needed,
if necessary with a local occupancy clause if this situation is to be improved.

Affordable housing can be achieved by working with a Housing Trust. Such houses would be
available for rent or purchase but the Housing Trust always retains a percentage share of the equity
of the property to ensure the property stays within the affordable range and available to local people.
In order for the community to be vibrant and active, it is necessary to retain young families with
children. If such families are priced out of the market, the school, local businesses, the Village Hall
and the community in general will suffer. In a successful community a diversity of housing mix and
tenure is essential to enable the community to thrive and develop and any future development should
reflect the needs of local people and at a rate to allow residents to be assimilated into the community.

Recommendaiions: Aciion

. The Parish Council will support the provision of more affordable housing in the
Parish for local people

. The Parish Council wishes to see a diversitv of mixed housing that complements
the environment of the area

» New Housing to be limited 1o villuge infill.

. Wherever possible traditional elder huildings should be conmveried 1o hersing rather

theenr demolition and rebuild sehenes




Traffic Speed and Volume, Transport Issues

High Brigham

Parking on the narrow Main Street of High Brigham with its numerous lanes and drives coming off
is often difficult and where this occurs in the narrowest parts, traffic congestion often results. In
addition there are several “blind” comers in the village which can cause traffic hold ups and on
occasion HGVs try to pass through the village and simply can not negotiate the congested Main
Street.

In addition to the parking problems, traffic often travels at excessive speeds through the Main Street
and the Parish Council feels this is dangerous particularly for the young children and for parents
using prams. The lack of a continuous pavement along the street adds to these problems and some of
those provided are not wide enough to be used by more than a single pedestrian.

Within the plan consultation, all these problems were identified by residents and the Parish Council
have carefully considered their response for inclusion in this plan. The problem is difficult to resolve
without causing great inconvenience and possibly resentment within the Parish. On the one hand,
many houses do not have integral parking and at present, residents park their cars on the Main Street
wherever they can and there is a great deal of co-operation between car owners to ensure everyone
gets a place. If parking restrictions were to be introduced there could be shortage of places and this
might work against the needs of the village. The parking is also considered to be beneficial in
reducing the speed of many vehicles travelling through High Brigham and if larger “gaps” were
created traffic speed might increase giving more cause for concern.

For these reasons, the Parish Council is reluctant to request the County Council to impose any
further parking restrictions within High Brigham but will consider looking at some of the bottlenecks
with County Highways to see if solutions can be found to some of the major problems.

Recommendations—High Brigham

The Parish Council does however believe considerable steps could be taken to slow incoming traffic
dovwn and suggests the following:-

. A speed limit of 20 mph through High Brigham from east of the village to the junction with old
ABh canred alowg minor roads to Low Brigham.
. Better signposis indicating the village and its novrow Main Sireet wrging cawgion o drivers

entering the village, Perlaps o solar sfow down sign o greet raffic entering from the Moor
Rocd at the eastern end of the villuge

= Visible road markings of bottlenecks and blind corners within the village

. The presemt 30 mph sign entering from the east to be moved to the start of the residentiol
development., preferably with a limit of 20 mph.




Traffic Speed and Volume, Transport Issues

Due to the historical layout of the Parish, traffic matters fall into a number of different issues.

. The village of Brigham with its narrow Main Street and many properties without
integral parking has problems with parking and traffic speeds.

" The speed of traffic along the former A66 route past Brigham School and through Broughton
Cross is a major concern to many residents. This problem is often increased when the route is
used as a diversion when an accident occurs on the new A66.

. Traffic using Tendley Quarry often travels at excessive speeds through Broughton Cross
village.

. Despite the improvements to the Broughton/Brigham Junction on the new A66, many resi-
dents are still of the opinion that a roundabout would have been a better solution.

. Traffic using minor roads in the Parish often travel at excessive speeds and in particular the
road from High Brigham to Cockermouth across the Moor is a cause for concern as this is
often used by people walking or cycling to Cockermouth.




Traffic Speed and Volume, Transport Issues

The former A66 through Broughton Cross

Until the new A66 was built this road was the main thoroughfare to West Cumbria from the east.
Owver the vears, the road was improved to take a heavy traffic load including heavy goods vehicles
and it has now become a comparatively quiet road serving Broughton Cross and several other
villages in the area. The problem is that modern traffic can now travel along this road at high speeds
and for the residents of Broughton Cross this is seen as a major problem as the village is divided by
this road and visibility in the village to see cars approaching from the west is restricted.

The residents of Broughton Cross feel that some form of works are required to restrict traffic speeds
in their village and whilst “raised traffic retarders” are not seen as a solution, the residents feel better
signing and perhaps coloured surfacing might help the situation. Some residents also feel that the
pedestrian crossing agreed some time ago should be provided and again, solar slow down signs at
each end of the village might assist.

Quarry Traffic

Within the questionnaire, a number of residents expressed concern about the speed quarry traffic
travels through the village. The Quarry company obviously tries to assist in preventing this but often
the offending traffic is from away and drivers are not aware of the traffic dangers in Broughton
Cross. The measures outlined for Broughton Cross above would assist in slowing down traffic but
the Parish Council also feels signs, requesting drivers to drive carefully at the entrance/exit to the
village might help the situation further.

The new A66 Junction

In 2001 Brigham Parish Council campaigned strongly with Broughton Parish Council for
improvements to this junction. Whilst accepting that the work which has been carried out is seen as
an improvement and all that could be achieved, the Parish Council are still of the opinion that a
proper roundabout should have been provided and they will monitor traffic issues on this junction in
the future.

Brigham School

A number of people who replied to the questionnaire expressed the view that the improvements on
the former A66 which have been carried out outside Brigham School are not satisfactory. The Parish
Council will monitor this important issue to ensure the safety of children attending the school and
their parents. The Council will also consider views expressed by residents that consideration should
be given to installing safety rails along School Brow.




The Village Environment

The following issues were raised within the questionnaires:-

Pavements

The present condition and width of pavements in High Brigham was a concem for a number of
people who responded to the questionnaires and due to the constraints within the Main Street, the
Parish Council feels this is a difficult problem to address. However, the Parish Council will request
a survey and discussion with the Highways Authority on this subject as part of the action plan.

Litter Bins

7 people who replied thought mare litter bins were needed in the village although no particular sites
were suggested. The Parish Council will assess the need within the village for more litter bins and
seek advice from the Borough Council about positioning these items.

Salt Bins

The Parish Council feels there is a need for an additional Salt Bin on The Hill and will request the
County Council to provide such a facility.

Village Signs

The Parish Council feels the present village signs could be improved to welcome people entering the
village and perhaps ask for caution from drivers. In particular, the approach to the village from the
A66 junction is seen as in need of a suitable sign.

Flower Beds and Planters

Within the questionnaire, a number of people commented that they felt the villages could be
improved by the addition of one or two flower beds, hanging baskets or planters. Obviously such
items require maintenance although the Parish Council feels if a village caretaker is employed this
could be one of his duties. Following the publication of the Plan, the Parish Council will assess the
communal space in the village to see if any opportunities exist for this type of facility. One such site
might be at the entrance of the junction opposite the Memorial Hall.

Roadside Verges and Hedges

It was noticeable how residents in the Parish took pride in the attractive roadside verges and hedges
in the village and many commented how they added to the pleasant character of the Parish. The Par-
ish Council will encourage landowners to maintain their boundaries within the Parish.

Dog Fouling

Dog Fouling was one of the most frequently mentioned issues within the questionnaires and the
Parish Council reminds parishioners that, within the 30 mph speed limits, all dog fouling on public
areas including the greens, playground, roadside verges and pavements, is illegal and dog owners
can be fined. The problem of dog fouling is something which could be eradicated given the
co-operation of dog owners and the Parish Council strongly supports Allerdale Borough Council’s
policy of enforcement of the penalties for dog fouling, and will take any necessary action. Where
appropriate, the Parish Council will seek to erect “dog waste bins” and the Parish Council will
support the legal enforcement of the law that requires residents clear up after their dogs.




Community Services

The consultations within the Parish have underlined some of the
community issues which need to be addressed in the Parish.
Some are the responsibility of higher authorities to assist or
remedy, but for others the solution is within the Parish
community

There is the need to retain and improve the Memorial Hall as a
o multi-functional facility for the village. It is clearly impractical in
a small rural community to have a building for every purpose,
therefore in  order to provide as wide a range of facilities as
possible the development of multi-purpose facilities is seen as
vital for the future of community activity in the Parish. It is also
considered important that the room in the Methodist Chapel is
retained for community use as a community of this size needs
two meeting rooms. It is significant that in all the surveys,
discussions and meetings support for these facilities has been
unanimous.

The importance of the Memorial Hall can not be underestimated
and a section of the plan is devoted to this building in a later
chapter.

Post Office & Shop

A further important community facility is the Post Office &
Shop. This shop offers many in the village a popular and
. Jconvenient service and the Parish Council will support any
o { measures, which can be taken to protect the viability of this
{service. It is perhaps significant that since the Post Office in
| Cockermouth moved to Station Street, residents of Cockermouth
have been using Brigham Post Office where they have parking
immediately available.

Recycling

Many residents in the Parish expressed their disappointment that
i the recycling facilities at the Lime Kiln had been removed when
the property was put up for sale. In fact 87% of respondents
upported the need for a new recycling site and the Parish
| Council are grateful to the Wheatsheaf Inn for allowing the bins
to be stationed in their premises.

M public Seats,

E\ Public seats in the Parish are provided and maintained by the
] Parish Council. In general, the Council feels the present seats are
properly sited. Additional seats are being considered for The
Square and near Cuckoo Arch when funding is available.




Community Services

Bus Services

B The Parish Council is aware of the difficulties bus companies
£l have in running economic bus services to rural villages.
fl However, the Council does feel that a better evening service
# could be provided to and from Cockermouth and perhaps the
f times for daytime bus services to Workington improved o allow
& residents to plan shopping or leisure opportunities better  Many
#| of the teenagers in the village could benefit by a betier evening
bus service to Cockermouth where there are sports and leisure
facilities they could enjoy with their friends from Cockermouth
4| School.

The Play Area

The playground at Lawson Garth was opened in 2002, The land
was purchased by the Parish Council and the funding, over
£25,000 was raised by Brigham Playground Association. The
Playground is now the responsibility of the Parish Council who
will supervise maintenance and repair of the area on behalf of the
Parish. The provision of this playground was a major success
and provided a much needed facility in the Parish. The Play-
ground is located next to a football field owned by the Education
{ Authority and this is used for sports and training also.

! Broughton Cross Recreation Field

This communal play area is an important and well loved facility
in Broughton Cross village. The area is currently looked after by
"1 a small committee of residents who raise funding to maintain the
area, provide insurance and stage local fun days and other events.
During the Plan consultations discussions have taken place with
the Broughton Cross Recreation Commitiee about the future of
this play area as it seems to be an anomaly that the residents of
Broughton Cross have to raise funding for the inswrance and
.y maintenance of this communal space in the village and also
il through their Parish Council Tax contribute towards other such
spaces in the Parish.

The Parish Council agree that this is a position which needs to be
reviewed and will discuss with the Broughton Cross Committee
4 the possibility of bringing this area into the Parish Facilities but
at the same time ensuring the Broughton Cross Recreation
“==—| Committee retain management of the Land.

Notice Boards

The Parish Council feels there are sufficient Notice Boards to
erve the Parish at the present time.




