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The Parish of Bothel and Threapland

The parish of Bothel and Threapland is situated in Cumbria within the Allerdale Borough
Council area. Allerdala encompasses the area from the Solway Coast 1o the Northern Lake
District Fells and borders with Carlisle City Council to the Morth West and Copeland
Borough Council to the South. Bothel is located in the centre of the Borough. The Parish
has two settlemsants, the village of Bothel with a population of around 290 and the Hamle
of Threapland which has about 35 residents.

The Parish covers an area of 1372 square hectares with a population density of 0.31 per
hectare. The population in 1997 was estimated to be 326 and there were 188 properties in
the Parish. The rich diversity of landscape and environment makes this Farish extremely
attractiva to all who live and visit it Bothel has always been a farming community with
some limestone quarrying in the Parish. There is still a major quarry just cutside the Parish
where some rasidents find employment although tha majority of peopla commute to major
towns.

Bothel and Threapland is a very rural parish and lacks most of the services required in a
community. This lack of a range of health and shopping facilities in the parish means many
residents travel to nearby towns for shops and services, as well as employment. Keswick
is 11 miles distant, Cockermouth & miles, Wigton 7 miles and the City of Carlisle at about
20 miles is the nearest large shopping centre and contains the areas main hospital.

Parish Facilities

Paost Box

Public House
Telephone Kiosk

Post Office/Stores

Bus service and shealter
Village hall

Baothel Primary School
Play Eguipment
Holiday Homes
Equestrian Ceantre

The Parish is crossed by the main A585 routs leading from Cockermouth to Carlisle with
several narrow lanes feeding into this route serving farms and scattered cottages.
Threapland is reached traveling north west from Bothel approximately two miles. The
remainder of the lanes are narrow and more suited to horse drawn vehicles of the past.

Threapland Hamlet borders immediately with the village of Plumbland and these fwo
saltlemants share a number of services. A major issue in this plan is the future of the
Threapland Hamlet some of whose residents have signified a desire to become part of the
Plumbland Farish.

St Michael's Primary School built approximately 13 years ago provides education up to 11
years and secondary school is al Wigton, Aspatria, Cockermouth or Keswick. Childran from
Threapland usually attend Plurmbland Primary School.




Community objectives

Why produce a Parish Plan?

50 years ago, Bothel and Threapland Parish was a farming community with a number of
residents working in the local quarries, With the decline of agriculture and the reduction of
local services, Bothel has become a commuter village with its residents mainly travelling to
work in local towns or the City of Carlisle. The Parish Council are concemed that unlass an

attermnpt is made to halt this decline. more services will be lost 1o the Parish.

Where are we going to be in ten years time?

Transport and communications are increasing problems for all the Community. The
reduction in rural services, - shops, health senvices etc are difficult for the whole
community but especially for people seeking employment, for the eldarly and for those with
young children. It is a sad fact that most employment, amenities and opportunities are
developing in the larger towns at the expense of rural arsas.

Ta combat this, rural communities like Bothel and Threapland need to be pro-active in ordar
to achieve and maintain eguality of opportunity and living conditions and this is the reason

why this plan is produced

As part of the plan initiative we want all the Community to help identity the Parish Needs
and suggest ways of improving the Parish so we can build on them and revitalise Bothel as
a place to live.

It is of course a fact that economic influences outside our control will play a part in shaping
the future of the villages just as they have always done, But if we are o maintain, preserve
and develop the environment and our village traditions, we need to have an active manage-
ment with a vision and targets of our own. We need to preserve and develop whal is good
in the village and change what is bad to improve the quality of [fe for us all,

This plan is a consensus of what the people of this village have said so far. Publication of
this plan is not the end of the exercise, it is the beginning and we need the residents of the
Parigh to help us as well as the larger Councils and statutory agencies.
These are the issues
Impact of traffic
Revitalising community spirit in the community
Improving access to senvices and facilities
Acquiring high speed tele-communications
Developing opportunities for the elderdy and young peopla

ldentify and preserve the traditions of the village and features of interast

This your opportunity to influence which way Bothel and Threapland
develops — to do so get in touch with your Parish Councillor




Plan Objectives

Parish Plans are produced to enable local communities to have a greater say in local
affairs. A Parish Plan is an opportunity for a local community to identify its own vision of its
awn futura. The Publication of a Parish Plan is not the end of the process, it is in fact the
baginning and from the issues and concems identified in a Plan, communities can work
togsther to bring about improvements to a Parish.

The document i called the Bothel and Threapland Parish Plan and identifies issues of
general concern, lopics for discussion that need tackling and opportunities that could lesad
to action. The plan s intended to form a vision for Bothel and Threapland over the next few

years.

The plan also contains an Action Plan which is a document which sets out ways of tackling
the issues raised in the Plan and a suggested timescale for action. The Parish Council will
raview tha action plan with residents on a regular basis after tha Publication of the Flan.

Parish Plang ara produced under the Vital Villages Initiative run by the Countryside Agency
and there is guidance as to what topics should be included but each Parish is also
encouraged to use their own initiative in setting out what is nesdead in the Pansh.

Once a parish has completed a Plan, its contents can be used to Influence the decisions of
the wide range of organisations who provide support and services to rural communities. In
fact, the production of a Parish Plan can be a major benefit to all local organisations
seeking funding for individual projects or for buildings in the Parish.

The following objectives are the main focus of this Parish Plan.

- To identify local community needs and improve community awareness.

* To set out an achievable vision for the future of the parish, taking into account the
views of the community

. To identify and record the use and sustainability of the Bothel Village Hall and set out
the need for improvement of the village hall building, including considering its future

potential
. To discuss planning issues in the Parish
. Ta liase with Cumbria Police and lake all possible steps to improve parish safety.
' To make every effort to improve communications within the parish
. To liase with St Michael's School to improve services for young children in the Pansh

. To improve Village Facilities
* To improve the Parish Environment
* To discuss the need for a Village Carelaker

. To discuss the transfer of the Hamlet of Threapland to Plumbland Pansh




Plan Preparation, Consultation and Community Involvement

How did we identify our issues and concerns?

Bothel and Threapland Parish Gouncil successfully applied for a Vital Villages Pansh Grant
to produce a Parish Plan in February 2003.

In March, an open Meeting held in the Village Hall was attendsd by over 40 residents who
supported the project and the Parish Council agreed to proceed with the Plan by appeinting
a consultant to assist with the consultation and preparation. The Council also formad a plan
stearing group to oversee the plan preparation.

The first step in the process was lo produce a community questionnaire which was
circulated to all households in the Parish. Parish Councillors delivered and collected the
guestionnaires and there was also an opportunity for residents to post their copy to the
consultant.

Of the 179 questionnaires that were distributed, 107 (59%) were raturned, either fully or
partly answered, This was indicative of the high level of interest in the project.

Once the questionnaires ware returned they were analysed and the results wera the focus
of a Meeting of the Steering Group in May. At the same time, discussions wera held with
local groups and organisations such as the Village Hall Committee, Bothel School and
local residents to obtain separate independent views about the Parish. Councillors also
surveyad the village to determine issues relating to the environment

Comments and feedback from these discussions are an important part of this plan.

The next step was to produce a draft Parish Plan for consideration by the Steering group
and the Parish Council. This was done in parallel with a Newslatter to all residents which
set out the main findings of the survey and the issues to be discussed in the Plan. This
Nawsletter gave interested residents the opportunity to send additional comments directly
to the consultant.

In Juna, the steering group considered a second draft of the Plan and the replies from the
MNewsletter issued following the analysis. This was agreed and the exhibition to launch the
plan was agreed for the 12th & 13th July. It was also agread to invite other local groups to
display their activities in the Hall during the exhibition and the Allerdale Borough Council
also provided exhibition material in respect of dog fouling and litter preblems.

It iz pleasing to report that the plan preparation process has stimulated discussion within
the Parish about & number of issues which have been ongoing for some ime. It has also
provided an opportunity for the School to discuss its role in the community with residents in
its catchment area.

The Village Hall Commitiae have also taken the opportunity to assess the future of the
Village Hall with particular emphasis on the need to provide disabled facilities, more storage
undertake major repairs to the roof. As a result of the plan discussions an initial feasibility
study is being undertaken in respect of these matters with a view to grant applications
heing mada




Housing and Planning Issues

Housing

The village is a mix of traditional properties, social housing and owner-occupied new build.
The older stock has been improved in raecent years through development and property
improvement. In recent years many new homes have bean built as the village has
increased in popularity and currently building is confined largely to one-off homes being
built on infill sites. Thus the nature of the community has changed considerably, the
village iz much bigger but this increase in size has not been matched by an improvement
in, or expansion of, facilities that would help to foster community spint.

Allardale Local Plan

Within the Allerdale Local Plan Bothel is designated as a “Local Centre". These ars
described as larger villages which have some facilities such as public transport, shops
Church, a school, post office or hall, Some growth is acceptable in such villages within
dafinad limits subject to there being no environmental or infrastructure constraints.

The development limits in Bothel have been drawn gquite tightly arcund the existing built up
areas of the village in order to imit development to infill plots within the boundarias.

Local Neads/Affordable Housing

Local Housing Associations which provide the majorty of rented accommodation in the
Village are currently satisfied that the supply of vacant properties through tenants leaving
etc is sufficient to maintain the demand from local people at an acceptable level and on
some occasions tenants are brought into tha village from outside to fill vacancies




Housing and Planning Issues

Review of Allerdale Local Plan

Starting in 2004, the Borough Council will begin to review the current Local Plan and within
this Parish Plan, the Parish Council Is keen to set out its views about the future of the
Parish in terms of future development, local needs, affordable housing and the scale and
design of any housing to be allowed.

It is the duty of the Borough Council to assess housing circumstances in their area dunng a
review of their local plans and decide which land (if any)} might be released for new housing
and the Parish Council wishas to set out their views at this early stage.

Like many villages, Bothel faces a dilemma in respect of future new housing in that some
residents feel new housing would bring new life into the village and support the
remaining services whilst others falt the boundaries should remain the same as thay are
NOW,

Within the survey 73% favoursd no change in the boundaries within the village
Future Development Land.

in general terms, the Parish Council does not feel that further large scale development
is necessary at this time, There is a limited amount of developable land already within the
village environs and any major new estates would encroach on the surrounding countryside
which is enjoyed by residents.

Scale and Design

The majority of the roads through the village are quite narrow and there are often problems
where traffic park on both sides of the roads. The Parish Council is keen therefore to
ensure any new housing provided in the Parish has at the very least its own parking or
garage within its curtilage.

The Parish Council is also anxious that any new housing in the village does not interfers
with the rights of existing property owners to enjoy their homes by taking away open views,
overshadowing smaller properties and ensuring that development is not at too high a
dansity.

In some local villages, the whole character of the village has been spoilt by large scale
estate type development being crammed into former farmsteads at the expense of existing
owners losing the views and space which they had previously enjoyed. The Parish Council
has therefore produced the following guidelines which they hope will be taken into account
by the Borough Council when the Local Plan is reviewed especially if the Borough decide
further land should be raleased for new housing.




Housing and Planning Issues

Recommendations/Actions- Planning Guidelines

. Any extensions to the existing village development boundary should take info ac-
count the form and layout of the existing housing in the village.

" Any extension of Threapland Is considarad inappropriate.

. Furthar astates of uniform standard housing are considerod inappropriate

. New landscaping should blend in with the surrounding landscape.

' Existing building lines should not be alfered without due consderation of the

i resuiting spatial effect

. Nd plot shapes showd be retained unless there are good reasons for change.

" New housing should have regard to local vernacwiar siyle and local charactenstic fea-

turas with local natural mafenals incorporated wherever possible
. Where appropriate, traditional buildings should be restored rather than demolished

" Whan undartaking alterations, owners shouwld seak fo preserve local feafures when-
avar possiblo

. Garden boundaries should be in local hatural matenals and the use of inappropnale
hedging is to ba discouraged
. Garages should be unobtrusive, sel back and behind the house if possible and all

rew proparties showld have off road parking




A Brief History of Bothel

Bothel, which means a dwelling or dwelling place, is situated on high ground and during
medieval times the inhabitants were required to perform a service called “seawake” or sea
watch which entailed lighting fires as warnings which could be seen for miles across the
Solway. During the reign of King Charles Il (1660-1685) a horse race was run along a three
mile course which stretched from Craggs above Bothal to Moota Hill. The last part of the
course was so steep that the horses were forced to walk up it

Today, Bothel is separated from Torpenhow by the

4 busy A595 road but the two villages ramain inaxtricably

‘ linked by the Parish Church of 5t Michagls at Torpan-

how. This Morman Church which was built in 1120

{probably on a Saxon site) is still the focal point of

Anglican worship. Bothel also had two Methodist Chap-
als although both are no longer in use.

Woodford Housea

Sixty or more years ago some of the buildings had very different uses from those of today.
The farm known as Bothel Parks had its own water wheel which was ussd to grind the grain
it produced. The grinding stones from the mill are now made into a feature of the farms
garden. The village had a clogger who lived in Mid Town House, which is situated 1o the
side of Woodford House {until recently used as Bothel's Post Office), Woodford House has
had many uses in it's time, one being a general store and pork butcher's, The pork sau-
sages from this shop were enjoyed by discerning folk as far away as London.

Mext to Woodford House was a building which housed the local blacksmith. Sadly this was
demaolished but it was a thriving business for many years run by Mr Gamet Hope. A tailor
with an amusing nickname of "Pricky Three Thumbs" used to live in a cottage down what is
now School Lane and the village reading rooms were part of a modarn house called Bam
Walls situated next to Hope House.

St Bathan's Lodge, Park View Farmn and Greenfell Cottage and House werg all at oneg times
vilage pubs. The present and only remaining pub is the greyhound which lies at the
junction of the AS95, It gleans it's clientele from the villagers and from travellers on the
main road.

Prior to 1920 the limestone quarry on the Aspatria Road provided employment for local
people and also at Moota Quarry where Bothel bricks weare mada.

Bothel's seat of leaming has been established more than 300 years though the new St
Michaels School was officially opened by George, Bishop of Panrith in November 1385,
The school sports day which takes place in July still has a tradition which links the children
of yesteryear with those of today. They run a long distancs race “Round the Jockey Stone”.
This stone is believed to be a boulder left behind when a glacier melted but there are
amusing mythical tales about its origin.




Threapland

Threapland is effectively a collection of houses and buildings of an indeterminate age
whose features have bean significantly altered over the years. For the most part their archi-
tectural style is best described as vernacular.

However, there are al least five features worthy of acknowledgement.

The Village Green has been the centre of village activities for centuries, used for grazing.
forage harvesting and social events. Although thara is no clear consensus as to it's exacl
current role, there is a desire that it should ba maintained as an entity and be accessible
throughout the year.

The maost significant building is without doubt Threapland Hall. It has a history stratching
back to pre-Tudor times and is a good example of a tower house usad by the gentry to pro-
tect themselves from the Scots raiders. Its restoration in the last twalve years has revealed
many of the old and sometimes original features, which have been maintainad. Thesa in-
clude a Tudor fireplace, a garderoba (an old toilet). a well and old windows. It is a listed
building and is now used as holiday accommodation. Given that it is in private ownership
the currant role of the hall seems appropriate. It's listing and the desire of the owners 1o
safeguard the heritage of the hall offers protection for the time being.

There are at least bwo other houses of note. Stonehaven (there is anecdotal evidence that
it was previously known as the Manor Houss) is a good example of a Cumberland cross
passage house, with the remains of a pulled down cow byre, which was cnginally attached
to the house, still obvious. It's doorway remains unalterad with the date 1700 and, pre-
sumably, the initials of the owner still evident. Again there is some reason 1o balieve that
the house is even older, the initials and date referring to the date of an extansion.

Farewell Grange is a listed building.

A plece of land near to Threapland Lees was common land providing access 10 water for
animals climbing the hill out of the village, and possibly for drovers moving cattle from the
north of the county to market in industrial England. This land has been fenced for some
time, so that ils status as commeon land is increasingly uncertain.

There are plans for the construction of a replica Celtic watermill at Ashgill as part of a wider
heritage exhibit including other parts of West Cumbria. On the same site there are plans for
an opan air theatre.




The Natural Environment & Wildlife

The parish area is mostly permanent pasture and meadowland, some is ploughed and
sown for stock feed barley. 'Mormal’ pasture plants survive as do the 'normal' animals such
as rabbits, hedgehogs and hares. The attractive hedgerows are mainly hawthorn,
blacktham and hazel but there are some wild goosebarry bushas, dog roses, ivy and holly.
This planting, togethar with the hedgerow trees like ash, rowan, alder and cak, provides a
refuge for small mammals and enables a number of wild flowers Lo flourish, In spring prim-
roses, cowslips, celandines and sweet viclets are common, These are followsd by may
flowers, ragged robin, white campion, welsh poppies, corn cockle, saxifrage, shepherds
purse, wood avens, cranesbills, cow parsley, ground elder, daisies and buttercups.

Birds are wall represented, with rare sightings of kingfishers and regular sightings of heron,
grey partridge, pheasant, greater spotted woodpecker, kestral, thrush, blackbird, tits and
finches, golderest, wran, treecreeper, yellowhammer, sparrow, magpie, ravan and crow.
Being only a few miles from the coast, a number of gulls take refuge and follow the plough
in the winter manths, The parish is also visited by wild fowl whao over winter arcund the
Solway Firth.

The wood around Bothel beck to the east of the village is a haven for wildlife and whearever
ane is in Bothel there are fine views over the Northern Fells and the Sclway.




The Natural Environment & Wildlife

An environmeantal gem is Threapland Ghyll. It is contiguous with the Parish of Plumbland,
g0 it is difficult to claim exclusivity of emvironment or wildlife by either parish. The Ghyll and
the surrounding meadow and pastursland is home to badgers, red deer, red squirrels, rab-
bits {in abundance}, brown hares, foxes and other mammals. A dog ofter has been seen in
the Ghyll ia sign that water quality has improved and that fish are more plentiful).

Recommendations/Aclions

. Wiidlife habitals, corridors and isfands within the pansh should be protected, this
inciudes hadges, lrees and waler features such as ponds and springs and fthe
watercoursas fthal feed tham,

® Recognise the value of Threapland Ghyll as a resource worthy of conservation. As a
first stage in that process conduct a thorough survey of the existing flora and fauna.

® Thareafter encourage the deveiopment of the Ghyll for education and anvironmental
toumsm

. Any new developments should be sansifive fo axisting wildlife and natural hatwtals, in
particular with regard to protectad spacies.




Employment Needs and Opportunities

The majority of people in Bothel and Threapland waork in the larger towns and the Parnsh is
idaally situataed for people who wish to commute and live in an attractive rural area. There
are some small businessas in the Parish and a major quarry company just outside the
boundary of the Parish. It is falt that working within the Parish, whether at home or in small
local businesses, should be encouraged, This is in accordance with current government
palicy which is attempting 1o reduce the use of the motor car and its impact upon tha
environment. The Parish Council will support opportunities for additional employment in the
Parish with horticulture. small craft workshops, and tourism and leisure as the main
suggestions although permission should only be granted if due considaration is given to tha
amanity and visual impact within the village environment. The traffic ganerated and
affacts of tha development upon general road safaty must also be addressed

On the issue of home warking, the Parish Council feels that the promotion of at-home
working is important and worth doing although the provision of broadband technology
would be useful to help in this. This is also linked to the nesd to provide education and
technological facilities, enabling peaple to have the expertise to take advantage of these
opportunities. Local businesses need the support of the community and any possibility of
friction should be eliminated at the planning stage. Particular care needs to be taken thara-
fore about the siting of businesses that may generate extra traffic on country lanes. The
impact of heavy wehicles on such lanes can be considerable. Within Threapland the Low
Farm Sarvices Riding Centre provides employment to a number of local people and this
centra provides a new leisure outlet for locals and visitors to anjoy horse riding in the area.

Ashgill QGuarry

Ashgill Quarry is the base of two companies. Clark Mactavish are forestry consultants.
They develop new and reinvigorate established applications concerning the use of trees,
timber products and try to enhance the values of timber by-products and waste. The sister
company is Grampus, whose prime areas of interest are training and heritage. They
associate with other groups to enhance the heritage and tourist potantial of this area, and
are particularly keen to explore hartage links with tha Vikings and Calts.

The recent approval of a wind farm in the parish although oppossad by a majority of
residents is still a matter of concem and the Council will not suppaort any further applications
and would strenuously fight such proposals.

Recommeaendationssdahon

- The Parish Cowncll wowld support the ponciple of the conversion of existing buidings inlo
sman workshap premises in the counlrpside, in swiable locakons, as sel oul in Allerdale Local
Flan Policy , with the olject of generaling employment wilfun the Parish.

. The Parign Councy will supeort horre worsdng wharg aporopnagle
Tha Parigh Councl will monitar the sifing of busingss premises fa engure that thalr uzage
and traffic genaraled are accepiabie

The Parish Councll will suppor the inilialive lo provide [T frainiog within the willage hall.

¥ Tha Parish Councl will progoiivaly encourage and suprar measures o infroduce broaaband
{o the area as soon as possible

® Tha Parish Councll will suppan the prormation of lours in Allerdale where possibie,

providing thaf it does nof have an adverse effect on exisling iocal fealuras and upsat the
falance of ococupied houses in the Fansh




Traffic Speed and Volume, Transport Issues

Both Bothel and Threapland have problems associated with the speed and size of modem
traffic and these have been identified in the Plan consultation.

The Main Issues are

. The speed of traffic along the former A595 route past Bothel and the design of the
four entrances/exits from the village onto this road are a concern to many residents.

. Excessive traffic speeds through Bothel Village.

. Traftic using minor roads in the Parish often travel at excessive speeds and in
particular the road from Bothel to Threapland is a cause for concern as this is often
usad by people walking or cycling to Aspatria,

. Traffic exceading the speed limit through Threapland

. In some areas of Bothel the lack of a paved tootpath causes dangers to pedestrians
including the lane from Chapel cormner to the School which is often used by childran.

Bothel

Traftic often travels at excessive speeds through the Village Strests and the Parish Council
feels this is dangerous particularly for the young children and for parents using prams. The
lack of a continuous pavemant along some roads adds to these problems and some of
those provided are not wide enough to be used by more than a single pedestrian. Many
rasidents felt thare should ba a 30 mph speed limit within the willage environs. There is a
fealing among residents that a suitable footpath should be provided from the centre of the
village to the school as at present young children have to walk aleng the carriageway.
There is also concem about congestion arcund the school in the morning and at leaving
time as many parents need o use their cars to pick up their children.

The AZ95

The top entrance to the village from the ASS5 is a paricular concern to residents. Many
exprassad the view that this junction should be redesigned with a deceleration lane for
traffic approaching from Cockarmouth and new road markings and signs to wam motorists
travelling straight through. Many thought this junction should have overhead lighting. The
bottom junction which has been the scene of several serious accidents is also a matter of
anxiety for residents and it is thought that better signing and possible lighting should be
considered for this junction. Long term the dip should be levelled out to improve visibility.
Overall, both residents and Parish Council felt that traffic travels along this rcad at
excessive speed and perhaps a speed limit should be imposed within the Bothel area.




Traffic Speed and Volume, Transport Issues

Heavy Goods Vehicles

Within the guestionnaire, a number of residents expressed concermn about the speed HGY
traffic travels through the parish. |t is feared this problem might increase with the new
measuras which have been introduced regarding weak bridges on surrounding roads.

The dangers of such large vehicles travelling along narrow lanes and the damage being
caused to road edges and verges when such vehicles try to pass is a major cause for
concemn and residents fael the alternative route from Mealsgate to Aspatria should be
more promoted to reduce traffic in this parish.

Bothel School

There were two main concerns expressed about traffic issues in respect of St Michaels
School

. Concern was expressed about the limited amount of parking around the school
entrance for parants waiting to drop off or collect their children. Bearing in mind this
school has a large, mainly rural catchment arsa, many parents need to use their cars
ta collect their children and the parking area around the school should reflect this.

. The lane to the centre of the village has no paved tootpath for children to walk along.
with the obvious dangers from ftraffic. Within the plan consultations a number of
residents expressed the view that a path should be provided o create a safe routa [0
the school bearing in mind the age group of the children at this schoaol.




Traffic Speed and Volume, Transport Issues

Threapland

The main concern from Threapland residents was the speed of traffic through the village
which has no paved footpaths and many residents felt this posed a danger to children
playing. Residents felt that signs should be erectad warning molorsts about the dangers
and the 30 mph speed limit enforced or some form of traffic calming measures (excluding
humps) ba introduced to slow traffic down.

There was also some concem that horse traffic was increasing and this also was
dangerous for the children in the village who have no secure play area. Signs warning
matorists and children playing of horse riders were suggested to try and wam of children
playing. Residents of Threapland also concurred with Bothel residents that the road from
Threapland to Bothel was unsuitable for large vehicles.

Recommendations/Acitens

. Appropriata support will be given by the Parish Council for suitable measures to
radice unsatisfactory or inappropriale parking.

. The Parish Council will support sensitively designed and locally acceptable measures
fo secure reductions in traffic speeds, improve road safety, and promofe responsibie
driving in the parish.

' The Parsh Council will discuss the present four entrances fo Bothel Village with the
County Council to see if further improvements can be made to make thesa junctions
sdfer to use.

g Tha Parish Council will request measures fo further reduce spaed through

Thraapland Village by the use of signs, approprate road markings and the
anforcement of tha spaad imit.

. The Parish Council will request signs indicating horse niders in Threapland

. The Parish Council will request measures lo improve Parking oulside the school
The Pansh Council will reques! the installation of a paved foolpath from the cenltre of
the village fo the school as 8 “Safe Route fo School” for younger children

¥ The Pansh Council will support measures fo reduce the use of the Farish as a
through rowufe for HG VY vehicles.




Village Environment and Services

Bothel and Threapland Parish has become a much sought after place to live in recant
years. |ts main atiraction is its pleasant rural environment. This needs to be protected from
inappropriate development of any kind, and the Parish Council support this in their Planning
Guidelines outlined earlier in this Plan.,

In this plan, the Parish Council, with the help of the community, wish to take steps to
enhance the envirgnment. The verges along A595 have been considerably improvad and
are now starting 1o mature into a pleasant setting along one of the major roads in the
Parish. In the spring many of the roadsides are alive with daffodils, planted over the years
by voluntears.

The Pansh Council try to keep public areas in the Parish tidy, There are, however, a
number of issuas which the plan consultation identified which the Parish Council feal should
be improved to enhance tha environment.

It is interesting to note that the four main issues which residents felt most strongly about
were dog fouling, litter, the lack of footpaths and recycling with suggestions to improve the
enviranment coming second in peoples thoughts, The reduction or elimination of these
problems ¢an only be achieved with the co-operation of Parish residents and the Parsh
Council will make every effort to continue to publicise these issues in their newslatters.

The issues identitied in the Plan Consultations are as follows.
Signage

The Increasing number of signs around the area is becoming a matter of concern. The
Parish Council believes that their use should be carefully monitored so that they do not
become an unnecessary visual intrusion. Redundant signs should also be removed.

Lighting

The Parish Council have been made conscious of the iritation caused by light pollution,
especially that ¢reated by security lights on private dwellings. The careful siting and
positioning of such lights, combined with the use of lower wattage bulbs and ensuring that
the light is directed to where it is needed, not upwards to the night sky and making full use
of sonsors and time controls, can oftan alleviate problems of this nature. Any new or
replacemeant street lighting should use screened, low-prassure sodium lamps.

Litter

For many residents litter to be found within the settlements and along the roadsides was a
major iritation, The Parish Council will moniter the situation and where appropriate will
arrange for literbins to be provided and emplied more frequently. The real answer to this
problem rests with each individual and the Parish Councll will continue to encourage
residents to address this problem.

Litter is everyone's problem — Takes yours home




Village Environment and Services

Public Seats

Bothel has a number of public seats located around the Parish and these are well used by
residents. However, & number of residents felt additional seatz should be put in some
new locations and the Parish Council will consider any such suggestions for additional
seating subject to the siting being agresd with neighbouring properties,

A seat provided for Threapland still awaits installing when a site is agreed with Threapland
residents.

Overhead Wires

The question of unsightly overhead cables has been raised during discussion of the Parish
Plan. This is especially relevant in respect of the roads running through the Village. The
Parish Council believes that all new cabling should be underground and prassure should
be put on the utility companies to bury the existing cables when they need replacing.

At the request of the friends of the Lake District the Parish Council have recently surveysd
overhead cables in the Parish o identify the worst areas in arder that these can be drawn
to the attention of the appropriate company.

Dog Fouling

Despite the efforts of the Pangh and Borough Council in trying to eliminate the problem of
Dog Fouling, this problem still continues to be the highest complaint made by residents in
the consultations.

The Parish Council reminds residents that dog fouling on public areas including the
greens, playground, roadside verges and pavements c¢an lead to health problems. We
strongly support Allerdale Borough Council's campaigns o reduce the problam of
indiscriminate dog fouling, and will take any necessary aclion. Both Councils are
particulary concemed about dog fouling around the school area and hope owners will have
regard to this problem.

There are currently na bins for this purpose in the Parish but if some means of emptying
bins could be found, the Parish Council would consider providing bins in appropriate areas.
Howewvar there is a limit to the number of bins which could be installed due not only to the
cost of provision but the future costs of emptying thesa bins. There are an increasing
number of responsible dog-owners in the Parish and we appreciate their efforts, We will
howewver, continue to prass homa the message.

Pinfold Grean and Threapland green

A number of residents falt that Pinfold Green and Threapland Green should be landscaped
and made more avallable as village facilities. Such measures would have a cost implication
on the Parish and will need careful consideration. Any such planting would need to be low
maintenance as are the concrate planters in order to keep costs down,




Village Environment and Services

Re-cycling

The present re-cycling facilities in the village are limited to a bottle bank at the Grayhound
Inn. In the questionnaire, 75% of those who responded felt that compost bins would be
useful if they were provided for garden refuse etc. Owerall, residents felt that more
recycling would be beneficial for the Parish.

Mationally there is a need 10 increasa the amount of refuse which is re-cycled and the
Parigh Council will support efforts by the Borough Council to achieva this. The Farish
Council will discuss how best to increase the amaount of refuse re-cycled in the village with
the Borough Council and will seek a larger site where storage facilities can be installed.

Gardening Club

In many Parishes there are successful gardening clubs which provide opportunities for
gardeners to meet and discuss their hobby and to received talks from local experts. Many
of the Clubs hold spring and summer shows and the Parish Council feel such a club in
Bothel and District could prove to be popular with residents. The Parish Council will
providae initial support for such a venture by providing a small donation for administration
purposes and meet the cost of the village hall for an initial steering group meating. The
formation of such a group might provide the input towards the landscaping of greens as sat
out elsewhere in this plan and might organise a Parish Garden Competition which would be
supported by the Parish Council.

Bus Shalters

The Parizh Council are responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of tha three bus shel-
ters in Bothel Village and one in Threapland, These are important facilities for Bothel
residents,

Street Mames

There are now several roads in Bothal whare there is no adopted strest name. Some of
these are the new developments but it is considered it would be beneficial to name all
streets in order to assist emergency Services, tha Post office and delivery vehicles, It is
tharefore proposed that in consultation with the residents suggestions for names will be
forwarded to the Borough Council,

Bank Lonning

The condition of this lane has been improved by the Pansh Council and is oftan walked by
residents. The Parish Council will continue to press for improvements to the drainage of
this lane.




Village Environment and Services

Recommandations/Aclions

The Pansh Council will-

* momitor the use of signs within the parish to prevent any unnecessary visual intrusion.
¥ support measures (o reduce unnacaessary light polivtion in the pansh.

. fake action to reduce itfer and dog meass in the pansh.

- consider providing additional public seatls If acceplable sites can be agreed.

. seek to ensure that new and existing ulility cabling fn the pansh is buried undarground
in the fultire,

’ support measures to improve the environment of the village.
¥ consider the improvament of Pinfold Green as a willage amenity

. support additional re-cycling opportumities in the Parish in conjunction with Allerdale
Borough Council

’ sponsor a Gardening Club and Garden Cormpelition In the Parish
. continue lo press for the improvement of Bank Lonning

. survey the Pansh lo determing which lanes need an “official” title and submit
suggestions to the Barough Council




Community Caretaker Scheme

For some time, the Parish Council has considered employing a village caretaker to act as a
good neighbour and undertake works to the environment of the Parish. In any Parish, the
Parish Council undertakes works to the environment of the village and maintains various
items of property belonging to the Parish Council in order that the appearance of the Parish
is maintained and propery is kept in a safe condition. Sub-contractors often undertake this
work but a village caretaker available on a part time basis could respond to problems more
quickly and in the long-term such a post could perhaps reduce costs to the Pansh Council.

Funding towards part of the cost of a Caretaker might be mat from Countryside Agency
through a Community Services grant which would assist in setting up a caretaking project.
Community Scheme grants are made under the Vital Villages Programme and are
designed to assist Parish Councils to improve their villages and environment.

Obviously, the employment of a village caretaker would be a major step by the Parish
Council and it would be necessary to determine whether there would be sufficient work 1o
employ a caretaker and for how many hours a week. However, a number of Parish
Councils in the area do have such arrangements and the Parish Council will consult with
rasidants about such a scheme once this plan is published.

The programme of works which could be underaken by the caretakar is as follows:

Sirim and keap clear Parish land and verges

Maintain areas around public seats

FPaint public seats

Clean and paint bus shalters as required

Cut back hedges overgrowing public footpaths

Spray and clear weeds 1o estale footways and paths

Cut grass in communal areas

Empty litter bins

Maintain fubs and planters

Offer low cost gardening services to vulnerable fenants in summer

W §F ® B & = & = & @

Recommendations/Actions

Tha Parish Council will consider the proposals fo employ a Vilage Caretaker in fime for the
budget process in Novernber




The Future of Threapland?

Although a part of Bothel and Threapland Parish, the Hamlet of Threapland comprising
some 19 dwellings lies immediately to the east of Plumbland Village and the two
seftlements are basically one bullt up area.. For those who do not know the area, it would
be difficult to identify the boundarnes batweean the two villages.

The close proximity to Plumbland and the “comparatively” longer distance to Bothel Village
means that the residents of Threapland use the facilities in Plumbland for shopping, leisure
etc. and In the plan consultations, 7 of those responded thought Threapland should be in
Flumbland Parish.

Thiz suggestion has in fact been discussed a number of times over the years bul
praviously, no action resulted. However, as the matter has been raised again, Bothel and
Thraapland Parish Council believe the matter should now be fully discussed and a final
conclusion drawn.

The responsible authority for boundary changes is Allerdale Borough Council who have
suggested the two parishes should firstly consider their respective positions befora
approaching the Borough and the following schedule is suggestion tor this process.-

. Each Parish Council will formally discuss the proposition that Threapland is
transferred to Plumbland Parish at a full Parish Council Meeting. Residents of sach
Parizh will be notified the Meeting is to be held and invited to attend if they wish o
make reprasentations.

- If both Councile decide to proceed, they will hold a joint Meeting to discuss
procedures and try to agree a mutual boundary of the area to be transferred. This iz a
very importamt part of the process to ensure all residents are aware of the area undar
consideration,

. If boundaries can be agreed and both Council's agree, the residents of Threapland
will be invited to complete a short questionnaire requesting their views on the transfer.
To ensure complete faimess, the Threapland residents will forward their response to
the Electoral Cfficer of Allerdale Borough Council who will notify each Parish Council
of the rasults of this ballot.

. From this point forward, depending on the results of the ballot, the officers of the
Borough Council will act in this matter and decide whether to recommend the changa
to the Otffice of the Deputy Prime Minister.




Media & Communications

Parish Newsletter

Many Parish Ceuncils currently produce a Parish Newsleller avery quarter, and a copy is
deliverad to every house in the parish. The newsletter keeps residents up to date with
parsh council affairs, as well as information with regard to the parish groups and
committess, coming events, reports on past events, and items of general interest to
panshioners, There iz no doubt that a Parish Mewsletter would improve communication in
the Parish particularly as this was an issue raised in Threapland and the Parish Council will
discuss such a project with other groups in the Parish to determine whether a newsletter
should be produced.

Parish Web Site

The possibility of creating a Parish Web Site has also been discussed. Itis possible that
such a project could receive grant funding, and the Parish Councll will seek further
infarmation on this onca the Parish Plan is published. A Parish Web Site could usefully
include some of the pictures and information collected for the plan for use in a web sile
although it has to be said that these sites need regular updating and can be guite time
CONSUMmIing.

Motice Boards

The Parish Council has 3 notice boards. two in Bothel and one in Threapland. In addition,
notices can be postad in the Post Office, the Village Hall, and The Greyhound Inn. Thessa
facilities are weall used and provide an essential service to the residents, The Parish
Councll do not believe that there is any need at present for additional notice boards within
the parish or for the ra-siting of any of the current notice boards.

Caommunity Map

As identified in the Village services section a number of roads and lanes in the Parish have
no names and the Parish Council considers that the production of a community map would
ke of great benafit. Such a map would identify every property or group of properties in the
parish by name as well as showing strest names where appropriate.  Copies of this map
would be distributed to the emergency services and other bodies to assist with finding
houses when necessary, and would also be available to the community,

HacammendaionsAcions

] The Parish Counchd will aim o produce 8 Farsh Mewslefter reguiarly for ail hormes i he
FPansh
. Tha Parsh Couwncl will mainiain the Nabice Boards in the Pansh and make tham svaiehle fa

ather local! groups o publicise Mhelr ow acbvlies

= The Pansh Councd seek funding for the provisian of Village Maps identifying all homes and
ragds in the Parnsh logether with 8 campaign fo encourage owners o clearly identify thelr
properies




Parish Safety

89% of those who replied to the guestionnaire felt that there were no problems in the Parish
in respect of anti-Social behaviour and a similar percentage felt safe in their homes. This is
a tribute to the friendly spirit in the Parish whera neighbours keap a look out for each other.

Although the incidence of crime and anti-social behaviour in the Parigh is comparativaly
small, under Section 17 of the Crime & Disorder Act, the Parish Council has a duty to
consider the impact of all its functions and decisions on crime and disorder in i1s area, This
is not & new concapt, but central government is now keen to ensure that local police forces
and the rural communities are working together to try to reduce crime and improve safety
generally.

In both Bothel and Threapland there have been Meighbourhood Watch schemes for many
vears, which have the support of the Parish Council. The Parish Council has a good
relationship with the local police who are available to discuss and act on matters of concern
and who attend Meetings when requestad,

It is interesting to note that a smaller percentage of people responding falt that straet
lighting was adequate throughout the Parish and the Parish Council will be surveying baoth
villages in the autumn to determine if any new street lights are required. This will be done in
consuitation with residents as in some rural villages, residents do not wish to have the
intrusion of street lighting in their immediate area.

Road safety

During the consultation process several areas of concern were raised by residents in
respact of road safety issues.

. A number of residents felt that hedges and verges were not timmead soon anough in
the summer months which reduced visibility for drivers on some of the narrow lanas in
the Parish and in particular on the Bothel Threapland Road.

. There was concern about traffic congestion at dropping off and collecting times
outside the school. Some parents felt better parking arrangements should be pro-
vided for this purpose.

- Tha four crossroads at the entrances to Bothel Village were a concern to many and
this problam is described in detail in the section relating to Highways and Traffic.

- A number of residents were concerned about HGVs using the Parish ag a cross route
and felt the roads involved were not suitable for this type of use.

Recommendations/actions

. The Farish Council will seek measures to improve village safety with the appropriate
agencies as set oul within the plan




Public Rights of Way

Tha Parish of Bothel is fortunate in having a network of public rights of way throughout the
Parish. Many of thesa paths give walkers fine views across the Lake District Hills, and the
Solway Firth across to tha Scottish Hills. Others provide safe routes through the village to
the school,

For many years thesa paths have besn watchad ovar by Pargh Councillors who have kept
overhanging branches and brambles to a minimum and reported sarious problams.,

Minor maintenance continues to be organised by the Parish Council, which regards this
work as  important for the Parish and if a village handyman is obtained his  duties would
include works to paths for the benefit of residents.

In Threapland, tha path across Threapland Gill to Plumbland is a walk for residents of both
Parishes. Concern was expressad about the path from Flumbland Mill to Bothel due to
flonding at cerain timeas of the year,

From the consultation included in the questicnnairas, 87% indicated they ware satisfied
with the Public Footpaths in the Parish although there were some comments about some
paths being blocked off. 34% felt there was a nesd for additional paths but no specific
suggestions were included as to where they might be formed,

Tha Parish Council will continue to monitor the condition and access to public rights of way
within the Parish and welcome the involvement of the Countryside Agency in respect of
naw lagislation affecting public footpaths

In many ways, Parish Councils are the guardians of public rights of way and it is important
that the heritage of public footpaths in all villages is preserved for future generations. As
part of the actions from this Plan, the Parish Council will survey all the Public Rights of Way
in the Village and the results will be forwarded to the County Rights of Way Officer. It is
hoped from this survey a programme of works to upgrade the paths can be undertaken.

Recommendations for Action

. Tha FParsh Council will undertake a survey of all Pansh Faths fo deltermine their
conditton and easa of access for residents o walk

. The Pansh Councill will confinue to work with the County Counctl, Rights of Way
Section. in keeping ail the paths in good ordar

’ The Parish Council will seeks ways of producing a leaflet showing paths around the
parish for the benefit of residents and wsitors




Clubs & Organisations

There are a number of Clubs and organisations active in the Parish and the Parish Council
believe it is important to support these groups who provide leisure opporunities in the
FParizh.

Curmrant active clubs and organisations are:-

Bothel and Kirkland WiI Shirley Wilson 21352
Bothal Parent and Toddler Group Wendy Warwick 23107

=haron Teasdala 200648
Yoga Joy Franks 21301
Art Class Jean Baddison 22559
Bowling Raobbie Watson 20034
Bothel Village Hall Richard Watson 21614
Village Treat Committee Dorothy Rickerby 20734
Adult Education Fiona Wastenay 21515
Brownigs Sue Raine

Gwen Leadbeater 71514
Guides Micola Gibson 21764
Junior Black Reds John Ravell 22411
B/Hasset & Baggrow Cricket Club Patar Tumer 20025
15t Responders Ron Williams

AMENITIES FOR CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS

Many of the above clubs use the village hall either for their regular Meetings or for occa-
sional fund raising events. Without the Hall it is doubtful if these organisations would con-
tinue to provida leisura opportunities in the Parish for its residents.

It is important therefore that the Village Hall is maintained in good condition to provide the
tacilities needed to serve the rasidents of the Parish.




Summary Statement

Bothel Village Hall
Bothel Village Hall Management Committee

Summary Statement of proposed changes

In order to improve the Facilities and services available in the
Bothel Hall the following proposals are made.

. To raview the Management Structure to enable more
people to become involvaed and assist in increasing
services and use of the Hall

+  To provide Sanitary facilities for Disabled and Elderly
Infirm users

. To provide new kitchen/bar facilities to release existing
facilities for use as a store and Committee Room

. To offer clubs and organisations in the village additional
zarvices with the support of the Management
Committes

. To ranew the roof coverng.
. Ta renew existing single glazed timber windows with

PVC double glazed units to reduce future maintenance
costs and provide additional insulation.




Background

Bothel Village Hall is located at the edge of the Villaga of Brigham which has a population
of around 450 residents. The Hall was built in 1946, Whean it was built, its capacity was
assessed at 350 but modern regulations now limit this 1o 150 persens at any one time. The
Hall has a valid entartainmeant licence issuad by Allerdale Borough Council |

For almast 60 years the Hall has been a vital focal point of village lite where village organi-
sations meet and enjoy the company of their friends and neighbours. Cnwer the years, the
Hall has been host to many village clubs and annual events like the including Meetings,
shows and Dances which are attendad by people from all over the district.

Like many Halls built in the 1940°s, The Hall is beginning to show its age and whilst there is
an efficient and enthusiastic Management Commitlee who have constantly maintained tha
Hall, there are now a number of improvements or repairs required 1o sag tha Hall well into
the 21st century

Conscious of the slow deterioration of the Hall, the Management Committee have agreed 1o
undertake a programme of works and improvements to the building and o install fagilities
and equipment which will attract new users. The Committes are seeking o underlaks these
works at an economic cost which will allow the present leasing charges to remain
afferdable for local clubs and organisations,

With the central location of the Village of Bothel in Allerdale, the Hall is a convenient place
for Mestings involving people from all parts of the district and the Hall Committee are
conscious of the need to maintain the Hall 1o suitabla to cater for this type of need which
can bring economic benetits to the Hall




The Hall

The Hall is constructad in traditional matarials with rendered brickwork walls and an
gsbesios roof,  Windows and doors arg of timbar construction and tha external soffits,
fascias and barge boards are also timber,

Internally the following facilities are available

Haill with end stage

Kitchan/bar at rear of stage area

Gentlamen's W

Ladies WC

Storage under stage.

The Hall 15 heated by electricity

The Hall is located at the edge of the villags with a car park outside the hall but for larger

events, parking can be a problem sand users use the roads adjacent 10 the Hall for
parking. The main entrance door is suitable for use as a entrance for wheelchair users,

Management
Ownership

The Memarnal Hall is & Trust Property held upon trust for the inhabitants of Bothel Pansh.
The property is registerad with the Charity Commissioners Mumber 520294 and a Trust
Deed 15 held by the Commissionars although this document is hard to read

Objectives

Thers appears to be no restrictions on the trust deed in respact of the use of the Hall

Hall Management Committee

The day to day running of the Hall is administered by a Committee of Management
comprising who are elected annually at an Annual General Meeting. Vacancies are filled by
co-option at other times during the year.

The officars of the Management Commitles are Chairman Mr R Watson

Vica-Chair mr B English,
Secretany/Treasurer  Mrs B Eare

Committes : Mrs M English, Mrs M Story.
Booking System

The current booking systam is by contacting the booking secretary whose details are
posted outside the Hall

Current Hire Charges

£5.00 per hour  £40.00 per day E40.00 per eve (6-12) Art Stands £25.00 hire
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Lsers 2

Would use increase if hall improved?
Access audit?
Reasons for hall facility 7
Meeating place for clubs, [ outraach senvices, | Youth services
: personal evenis e.g wedding parties alc
Consegquence of work not being done?

The Tables set oul on the pravicus page show the number of existing users and perhaps
more importantly potential users of the Hall i the improvements under considaration are
carried out. The Management Committee believe that in order to attract new users, facili-
tios for the disabled, more comfortable conditions in respect of heating ete are needed and
of course the building has to be sufficiently attractive to attract users to use Bothel Village
Hall in preference to other Meeting Places in tha District.

There are no real restrictions in respect of use but ohwviously if the Hall is to attract wedding
Parties atc it must measure up to those standards and for the Hall Management Committee
this 15 the standard which is being aimed at.

The Committes feel if the works proposed can be undertaken thers 1s no reason why thara
can not be increased use of the Hall as no one group would be excluded from using the
premises due to its design and layout.

Marketing Strategy

Later in this document, steps are outlined for a small sub-group who would ba able to
concentrate their efforts on Marketing the Hall in co-ordination with the Booking Secretary

It is essential bookings ars carefully co-ordinated particularly use by outside bodies in order
to ensure the hall will be available for impeortant events in the village such as the llower
shows and to give some free dales for private parties etc.

Howewver, with the relatively low use of the Hall in day-time there are ample opportunities to
increase use for clubs etc and a small sub-group is sean as the way forward to investigate
these ideas.

The type of additional users might be outreach health services, Services or Clubs for
glderly e.g. Age Congarn Lunch Club and Youth sennces

Access
At prasent, the Hall is accessible to wheelchair users but the toilet facilibes do not maet

gurrent day standards and this is a matter being looked at currently by the Hall
Managemeant Committee.




Existing condition of Hall

The Hall is 58 years old and is mostly constructed in the original materials used when it was
built. Owver the period since it was built, the Hall has been altersd vary little and as an
example of its kind il is mainly in very good condition. Owver the years, successive
Management Committees have maintained the hall and where possible updated fixtures
and fittings such as the kitchen and WC facilities and the electrical systern has also been
upgraded to the standard required in a public hall

Externally, the rendered brickwork walls are in geod condition the rocf shows signs of wear
and it might be prudent to undertake more detailed examination bearing in mind the age of
the roof, It was not possible to determine whether there is insulation to the loft.

The external tmbers forming the barge boards, fascias and soffits are howevar in need of
redecoration and there may be areas at the rear which nesd replacement. The axisting
windows are of timber and are single glazed. The Hall would benefit from PVC doubla
glazed windows to help reduce heating costs and future maintenance.

There are two access points for the public into the Hall. The Main entrance on the south
side is suitable for wheelchair use and can be used when large functions are being held,
The entrance to the rear is used for deliveries to the bar & kitchen

There are no disabled toilet facilities in the building and the prasent arrangements are not
suitable. However, the Committee are conscious of the nead for such facilities and plans
are included in this document form DAP facilities and these proposals are part of the short
term strateqy of the Management Committee.

The kitchen is usable to serve preparad food including re-heating but is not suitable for fcod
preparation and the internal fabric of the hall and items such as curtains to the windows and
stage are also in good condition having been restored not too long age. Intemal decoration
is good,

The heating system is slectric as there is no gas in Bothal. The heating is mainly
satisfactory but is costly when the main heating in the hall has to be used for small
Maeatings.

The hall also lacks storage facilities although this issue is more difficult to solve,  In its
present design the hall is capable of use for quite large dances, shows evenls elc and if
space was faken away from the Hall floor area this could works against attracting users. On
the other hand several of the current users have requested secure storage space which at
present is nol available.

A suggestion which has been considered by the Management Committee is to built an
axtensicn to the building to provide a new kitchen/bar area and disabled toilet facilities
which would allow a smaller mora compact room to be formed where tha prasent kitchen is
located and the present bar araa in this room could be wsed for storage. This would allow
mara use to be made of tha hall and create a warmer Committee Room. This idea will be
considered further whan mora information is known,




Annual Accounts

In the last financial year to 31st March 2001, the income and expenditure summary for the
Memorial can be shown as follows

Income Expenditurs
Income from Hall Hire 1262.50 Day to Day running cost
Income from Donations Excluding heating 1691.53
100,00 Food & Drink for events T10.32
Management events/raffle  1026.65
Other income &647 .53 Fixtures & Fittings : B875.64
Loss for year 240,81

Total 3277.48
Total 3277.49 *Ona off costs

These figures show the real difficulty Hall Committees have in balancing their finance to
maintain a working balance and at the same time undertake necessary renewals and
repairs 1o keep their building in good order and without the efforts of the Hall Committee the
loss over the pericd would be much higher

In these accounts, Heating amounts to 44% of the lettings income and this is an issue tha
Committee are aware of and anxious o reduce in future years.

The total running costs of £1691,53 offset against letting income of 1262.50 shows a deficil
of £428.03 and the Committes wish to close this gap by achieving econamiss an items
such as heating or by increasing usage within the same weekly outgoings.

What 15 clear is that within this income and expenditure totals that at present there is little
room to introduce a renawals fund to cater for long term maintgnance and tha Committee
are aware that such tems in the short term will have to be paid for by grants from other
funder's or by holding special fund raising events in the Hall. In reality it will be a combina-
tion of the two and the steps outlined later in this report to set up special sub-groups 1o look
at Markating, Fundraising and maintaining the Hall are seen as essential if the gap between
incoms and expenditure is to be brdged.




Maintenance Strategy

As described overleal, the hall is currently in quite good condition with the exceplion of roof
covering .and minor needs for the heating system. The hall does however lack Proper
facilities for use by disabled persons and tha kitchan is no longer suitable for tood prepara-
tion. In addition the Hall is short of storage facilities and a small Committee room which
would enable small groups to use the Hall for Meetings without the larger hall being heated.
It would also allow two boockings to be taken and thus increase income. During the next few
years, the Committea feel these problems need to be addressed if the cost of running the
hall is to remain economic and universal use ball is to be achieved.

To achisve these objectives, the Village Hall Committee intend to draws up a scheme of
improvements which will bring this Hall up to the standard reguired for the new cantury

. It is thought that can be best achieved by building on a new axtensicn to the Hall to
provide a new kitchen'bar area and a disabled toilet. Tha existing ladies and gents
accommodation would also be improved,

. Adwvice will be sought in respect of replacing the existing rool covering and tha costs
of this will incorporated in the scheme including any additional insulation in the roof
void to reduce haating costs.

¥ The existing kitchen/bar area will be convertad into two rooms comprising a small
Committee Room and a storage room to cater for play equipment, additional chairs
and tables etc.

. The twe entrances to the Car Park will be improved in conjunction with tha advice of
the highways department to allow easier access to the Car Park for both private vehi-
cles and  larger dalivery vans eic.

Costs

At this time no costs are avallable for the above works and a first step. the Village Hall
Committee are seeking funding for a feasibility study to draw up a possibie scheme of
improvements which can then be costed out to provide a basis for making grant
applications to possible funding agencies.




The Future?
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There is no doubt that the use psopla make of Village Halls is changing as the years
progress and other forms of leisure are available. Mevertheless a Community  Hall or
Meeting Place available to all is still  the most important facility needsd o nurlure
community spirt. In Bothel Parish, the Village Hall with its ideal layout, stage facilities and
accessibility within the village provides this Tocus for village life and the Committee fell that
if the improvements required can be undertaken the hall can serva the village well into this
new ceniury.

Present Users

At present the Hall is quite busy during the evenings with ssveral nights having two
sessions of use. The Committea would like to see this extended more in the daytime and
their future strategy will address this point.

Marketing

Until recently, the Hall has in effect sold itself in that thera has never in recent years been a
shortage of users and the income has by and large covered the expenditure with the
exception of major items where some fund  raising has baen nacessary. However, there is
now much more competition for peoples ime and the Committee are conscious that in
future it may be necessary to actively market the building in order lo keep costs covarad.
Owver the next twelve months a marketing strategy will be prepared in consultation with
organisations such as Voluntary Action Cumbria, The Youth Service and Local groups.

Management Committee

It is suggested that the Management Committes should be strengthened by inviting
addiional Members on to the Hall Committee and in the recent Village Plan
Questionnaireg up to 14 people indicated they would serve if requested. if numbers were
increased i1 would ba possible to form one or more sub-groups of the Committee whose
roles would be o concentrate of one aspect of the needs of the building and report
regularly to the Main Committea. Such sub-groups could be Marketing Sub-Group,
Fundraising Sub Group, Facilities Sub-Group. If this a concept was accepled, additional
people within the village or from users could become involved and this would strengthen
the Management Commitlee overall.

Management of Improvements

It is the Committea’s view that if the works described are undertaken it will be necessary
from the point of view of Health & Safety reguiations that professional supervision will be
employead,

Committee sponsored events

The Management Committee are conscious of the need for fundraising events and village
occasions to be organised and as stated previously are locking at re-structuring the
Committee to enlarge the number of people involved and organise matters to allow more
invelvernent with Community. These changes should work in with the proposed marketing
strategy and encouragse more use of the Hall particularly during the day time period.




Young people

At present young people in the village travel 1o larger towns for their recreational activities.
Obviously major sports centres or swimming pools arg not possible in this Parish but the
Parish Council do wish to recognise the needs of young people in this plan,

Within the parish young people naturally meet to talk, but the lack of a suitable space
especially in poor weather, makes it difficult for them to enjoy themselves. Bus shelters are
often used as a mesting place simply because they provide some cover. In all other
respects they are not appropriate as they are often too close to the road, and are enclosed
with no windows and no lighting. A purpose built youth shelter would provide a valuabla
amanity in tha parish.

In Bothel, thara is a gap in recreational facilites covering the adolescent years which can
cause problems. Young people need somewhere to “hang out’ together; somewhera that
is aecessible and free.

A youth shelter is “a structure designed to meet the social needs of young people — a
sheltered place to sit and talk”, It would have a roof, but would be open on all sidss
enabling all round visibility, ‘natural policing’ and safety for users. If necessary. partial
screening can be provided on one or more sides as extra protection from wind and rain.
Careful siting is essential as is involving the young peopla in the decision making process.

The Parish Council balieves that the young people of the parish would welcome and banefit
from a youth shelter, and will seek the views of young people in respect of such a structure.

The Parish Council would also support any other initiative to provide leisure activities for
young people in the Parish if requestead.

Recommendations/Action

. The Parish Council believes that the use of the vilage hall as a venue for
recrealional opportunities for young people shouwld be considared providing adequate
supervision is availablo..

» The Parnsh Council will consider further the provision of a “youth shefter”,  possibly
replacing the existing bus shaitar

. The Parish Council will support additional efforts by any local groups fo increase
leisure opportunities in the parish for young people

. The Parish Counci! will investigate the provision of better transport links with nearby
rowns. If necessary, these will link with other parishes and enable older children o
speand timea with their friends al larger leisurg faciliies outside school hours




St Michaels School, Bothel,

St Michael's School is situated on the edge of Bothal village, and serves the
villages of Bothel, Torpenhow, Fletchertown, Mealsgate and Watch Hill, and their
surrounding areas. In September 2002 we had 92 children on roll, and whilst
numbers have risen in recent years, the Govemnors are still pleased to be able to
offer places in School to any children from outside the catchment area whose
parents wish them to have a Church School education.

The School was founded in 1686, but moved to the present School building in
1989. The bright new buildings had three classrooms, a library area, hall,
canteen and cloakrooms, and were generously furnished with new equipment and
furniture. A conservatory was added to the School in 1995, It is used as a
multi-purpose work area for environmental work, technology, quiet reading etc.
Ower the summer of 1995 alterations were made to provide another office and a
store room in the roof space. The infant class gained much needed space, in
2002, with the expansion of another conservatory area (The Den) into a
permmanent classroom area.

The school buildings are a valuable asset in the village and the community, and as
such are open to many members of the community, ocutside nomal school hours.
The site has extensive hard and grassed play areas, and has panoramic views
across the Solway Plain towards Scotland. The local community in conjunction
with the School has developed playground facilities and a footpath within the
school grounds, for the use of children during the school day, and the wider
community outside school hours, When the School opened, the Govemors
decided that there should be an open-access policy for the grounds, in the hopa
that if people felt the grounds belonged to them, there would be fewer problems
with vandalism.




St Michaels Schoaol Bothel

This has proved to be an extremely successful move, since the grounds are
anjoyed by many people, young and old, and the School has suffered from
remarkably little vandalism, thankfully. At the time of the move into the new
building, the children were encouraged to assist in developing the grounds, by
planting bulbs and trees. This policy has continued, and each new development is
planned with the children, and thair co-operation and participation are encouraged.
The next phase of the development, following the installation of a new hedge
around the field, is to extend the all-weather path right round the grounds. Funding
will be sought for this in the near future. The buildings have been used for a
number of years by a self-goveming pre-school group, by the local FE adult
education centre for evening classes, and most recently, by an After-School Club,
which operates every school night from 3.30 pm to & pm.

As a Church of England Aided School we seek to maintain a Christian ethos within
the whole life of the School. We continue close links with the ancient Parish Church
of St Michael and All Angels at Torpenhow including the annual Ascension Day visit
and the Mativity play, and also with Allhallows Church, where we mesat for our
annual Easter service. We enjoy the support of the Parochial Church Council and
congregation. The Governors value the links which the School has with the wider
community. The Vicar is a foundation governor and is a welcome visitor,
encouraged to contribute to assemblies and the teaching of R.E, as are visitors
from other Christian organisations.

The Governors are proud of the School's many achievements. The staff, both
teaching and non-teaching, aim at all times to provide a full, rich education in a
stimulating, caring, well-disciplined environment. The Governors drew up an action
plan following the School's latest Ofsted inspection in February 2001, which has
now been completed. All staff take part in a continuous programme of professional
development. The Governors were pleased that the School's good work was
recognized in 2002 with a Mational School Achievement Award. Govemors have a
half-termly ‘stint’ when they are the ‘Duty Govemor. They attend assemblies, chat
to the children about their work and generally give encouragement and support.

Children are actively encouraged to reach their potential in all areas of the
curriculum, and to contribute to the whole life of the School by being responsible,
thoughtful and well-mannered. We regularly receive compliments about the
children’s achiesvements from parents and from our feeder secondary schoals. We
are also delighted when we hear that the children's behaviour is frequently the
subject of very favourable comment, both outside School whilst the children are on
visits or trips, and inside School. Many of our visitors remark on the welcoming and
friendly atmosphere in School. We invite anyone who is interested, to come and
saa us at work.




Summary of Issues raised through Consultation

During the plan preparation and consultation process a number of issues were considared
and tha action plan which tollows seeks to identify ways of dealing with issues in future
years to the benefit of the Community. A summary of the main issues is listed balow.

- The consultation process indicated there is a strong feeling in the Parish that the
Bethel housing development boundaries in the Allerdale Local Plan should remain as
they are at present and should not be extended in future Allerdale Local Plans without
full consultation with the Parish Council.

¥ There is strong suppaort in the Parish for the protection and preservation of wildlife
habitat in the Parish

. The Parish Council have produced planning guidelines indicating their views on
planning issues to be considered for consideration when the Allerdale Local Plan is
reviewed,

. Traffic concemns in respect of speeding along the narrow roads in the Parish; HGV's
using the roads as shor cuts; damage to verges; were complaints of many who
replied to the questionnaire,

. Parking and traffic speeds in both Bothel and Threapland weare a major concern.

. Thera is strong support for the Parish Council's efforts to publicise and maintain
Public Rights of Way.

' The residents of the Parish will suppert employment initiatives in the Pansh

M It was clear from the issues raised that residents of the village support the improve-
ment of services.

. Better communication by the Parish Council was requested by rasidents
. Residents would support measures to improve village safety.
* Additional facilities are neaded in the Parish for Young People,

- There was strong support for the improvement of the village hall
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