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INTRODUCTION

Borrowdale is a beautiful valley in the heart of the Lake District
Mational Park,

It is visited each year by thousands ol tourists and relies on
Lourism and farming to provide jobs and maintain its economy.
In the past mining was also a major employer in the valley but
sadly this is no Jonger the case.

The Parish is made wp of four main villages: Grange,
Rosthwaite, Stonethwaite and Seatoller, with smaller hamlets in
between such as Thomeythwaite, Longthwaite, Seathwaite and
Watendlath.

There are approximately 211 residences in the valley of which
a significant number are holiday or second homes. Permanent
residents total 352 and there are 74 children of school age.

Some eighteen months agoe Borrowdale Parish Council decided
to ask its parishioners what they thought about Borrowdale,
what it had to offer and how it could be improved. Following
consultation with both groups and individuals within the
community the following plan has been drawn up.

The Vital Villages project is administered by the Couniryside
Agency. The purpose of the project is to allow communitics
themselves (o investigate the opinions of residents about
current facilities and future developments. Having researched
opinions, a ‘Parish Plan’ is then put together to try to improve
whatever the community has identified as problematic, Further
grants can be applied for once the research has been done,

COMMUNITY SERVICES

We asked if you used the following services and how they could

be improved:

- Rosthwaite General Stores
- Stonethwaite Post (Mfice

- Muaobile Library

- Borrowdale Institute

As o result of your responses, which indicated in the cases of

the Post Office and Library that many of vou were nol aware of

their existence, we propose the following:-

« To encourage and assist with better promotion  and
advertising of the above, their opening times and services
which they offer.

« To encourage development of the services currently
provided and help source funding where appropriate.

« To pass your specific comments on how the Institute could
be better used to the Management Committee and support
them in their ongoing endeavours Lo improve facilities.

YOUNG PEOPLE

We asked what facilities we could improve/provide for the
young people in the community.

Az aresult of your responses we propose the following:-

« To pursue the provision of a play area (swings, slide,
climbing frame, etc.} for the younger children,

« To pursue the provision of a sports leld.

= To pursue the provision of a tennis court.

+ To encourage use of the Instituie for Youth Club, sports
aclivities, discos, etc. and source funding where appropriate.
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EDUCATION AND LT.

Your responses and suggestions in this area have been passed to
the Governors of Borrowdale School,

The Parish Council hope to work with the School and assist in
sourcing appropriate funding on the following projects:- ul
= Availability of LT. equipment for use by the wider

COMmumity. 1
= Provision of footpath from Fourways 1o School. '
*  Appropriate use of area of playing field currently not used.
= Possible upgrading of swimming pool

HOUSING

As the number of second homes and holiday homes increases
and house prices continue Lo rise disproportionately to wages,
the need for affordable housing increases.

With many voung people having to move away from the area

this is an important issue which the Council has been

addressing continually for many years,

We propose the following:-

* To continue to look for suitable land or property for
development of low cost housing.

* To support and work with Keswick Area Partnership on their I

housing projects where appropriate.
+ To lobby Government at both Local and National levels o I
= E F
control the level of holiday homes in rural areas.
* To encourage the planning authority to impose local
occupancy clauses where possible.

TRANSPORT

Generally, you felt that public transport

provision in Borrowdale was adequate,

However, there were a number of

concerns in other areas.

As a result of your responses we propose the
following:-

* To pursue the reduction of bus fares, in
particular for children during the school
holidays.

= Pursue better parking facilities, particularly in Grange,
* To pursue improvement and better maintenance of footpaths
in the valley, particularly along the valley road,

ECONOMY AND EMPLOYMENT

The [eeling overall was that tourism and
tarming should continue to be the major
arcas of income in the valley, although
encouraging voung people into these
trades also came out strongly as issues 1o
be addressed.

As a result of your responses we propose
the following:-

*+ To support the farming and tourist
industries within the remit of the council.

* To work with the National Trust,
Mational Park Authority and local
education at all levels to encourage
young people into farming, tourism,
traditional trades and crafts (carpentry,
building, pottery, metal work, etc.).

* To encourage the development of small
businesses, particularly relating to the
above, within the valley.




ENVIRONMENT

Living in one of the most beautiful places in the country we are
obviously aware of how important it is fo protect our
environment,

Recyeling was an issue many of you felt strongly about; as was

the condition and maintenance of the roads and footpaths

throughout the valley.

As a result of your responses we propose the following:-

* To encourage Allerdale to provide better recycling facilities
within the valley, This may be a central recycling area or at
a household level or a combination of the two,

» To continue to work with Cumbria County Council to
improve the toads and footpaths and provide better
mainlenance.

« To work with the National Trust, Mational Park Authority,
local landowners and other environmental bodies (o
maintain our environment.

= To support the above where appropriate in any projects
within the valley.

SUMMARY

The Parish Council has been delighted by the support that the
development of the Parish Plan has received both from
individuals and groups within the valley.

Many of the comments on smaller issues have been actioned by
the Puarish Council as part of their normal business. Where
relevant, commenis have been passed to the National Trust for
action,

The proposals within this plan are just that - proposals.

To bring them to fruition will take hard work.

Many of the proposals can only be actioned by the Council but
the remainder will need input, support and co-operation from
other local groups and organisations.

Many of the proposals will require the provision of land and
funding. However, we are hopeful that if we work together we
can make at least some of the proposals a reality.

Some of the projects are ambitious and we would be grateful
for volunteers to work with us. If a particular project is close
to your heart then you could make the difference by coming
forward and offering your services,

In the meantime, we will keep you informed on how things are
progressing.

Thank you for your support.



| APPENDICES

Summary of QGuestionnaire Resulls

Properias Duestionnaines %
girculaied faturmad replies
Rathwaite 50 20 Al
Grarge & Marasty -1 19 20%
Stonettreaite 1o Fourys 27 T 26%
Saeatolar. Seathwaile & Tharmyhwaite 3B 9 247
Barrowdala Road & Watandath an 4 17%
21 58 28%

The following show the answers 1o the YesMo questions and the main points made; where only one
persan made a specific point it is not normally reported here. [fov 2 corgate 65 of aples contact the

Farigh Caunch)
Community Services
Do you currently use:- Total Ros  Gran Stone Sea
Reathvwwailte Store yes 51 15 19 & 8
na a 2 1] 4] o
'k 1 1] a L] o
Stanethwaite PO yes 27 n g 5 3
na 24 5 ] 2 &
o'k 5 1 2 [+] 1
Mabile Librany yas 5 3 2 Q0 0
na 45 13 14 T B
o'k -] 1 3 L] 1
Barrovwdale Instiule yes 33 12 " @ [
na 17 3 5 3
o'k & 2 3 [+] a
Imprevemants to abosve:-
Parking naar shop to make o aasier 1o use - limited ime 2 2 1] [+] i)
Shop cpening sarlier 1o sarvice peapla gaing 1o work 2 1 1] [ 1
PO should market ikself mora widely a 1 2 L a
Put sign cutside PO so people know where # is 2 1 1] o 1
Theare isnt one. Waould be pica 1o have a mobile library again 3 1 2 L+] a
Metices ol kbrary imes In various places 3 o 2 1 ]
Lirary to come in evening whan pupils nat at school 2 1 1 ] 1]
Wauld use il f came 1o Grange again 2 [+] 2 L] a
Muore hedp from locals ab Insttuteouth Club 2 2 a 0 a
Mera use af Instiluta = efles scmings, e dancas, wmbak, aerchics etc. 3 2 1 L] a
Young People
What should be provided 7
play area/adweniure playgroand 25 12 L} L 4
lennis courl - all ages 15 3 a 1 a
sparts fiald 12 5 4 3 ]
at Instiluie far young pecple:: waekly frer dances - na alcohal 2 2 i} o a
Where should they be provided ?
Mext 1o Institute a 2 i ] 1
Education & IT
Dipes Barrowdale Schoal
ofler adeguate educational faciities ? yas  ar 12 10 5 ]
] a 2 1 i} a
dk 16 =] 3 2 3
Wald you use & refurbishad’
ragted swimming peal at school 7 yas 23 & a 1 4
T 26 10 9 4 3
'k T 1 2 2 2
Aedundant piace of land near school
= how best be used ¥
lannig court 12 4 5 2 1
Play arag/adveniure playground ) 1 3 1
Garden, widlife carner, lowers, weg.
- teach children gandening skills g 2 4 o 1
spoats fald ; fooiballicricket pitch 4 2 2 o o
small car park for hikers - fungs o schaal andfor pansh counail a 2 1 o [}
What can schogl do to improve service it offars
pupils & community *
l? campulariniemel caurses far adulls weekly 4 2 1 1 1]

L
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Transport Total
|s bus service adequate 7 yeg 40
e 10
It 'k
too expensive - espesially for children 7
nesed concessionary ranspon for childran, especially at weeslkants 2
ariy chanca of discount for lcalsiocal seeson tickets 2
could the Honistar Ramblar operste far a longer season 2

are adequate parking facilities available in the valley *  yas 13

e af
It HO please comment dik 7
Grange nesds a car park 13
Grange - parking on the mad shauld be lohidden
Tao much parking in valiay- sat up a Park o' ride 4
More has 10 be done W present garking along valley 3
Other transport issues thal should be tackled
Foadeide pathe for welkers - neads 1o e conlinuows 3
gpesd bumps In Rosthwalte - especially the narrows 3
conrsd of baur busas. Use of smaller busas 3
Cyicda fracksate cyca routes 3
uniferm speed bmit of 30mph on all reads either side of the lake 2
Housing
15 there a need for more low cost local housing 7 yas 34
na 4
ey can this be best achieved 'k 18
build mare haugsing Assec houses, disallewing purchase by tenant 2
carlac] counc and housing assecalions for hel and backing 2

Economy and Employmeant

Emgdoyment in Borrowdale s largely through Farming and Tourizm

What action can we take to encourage mose diversa and permanent jobs in the area ?

pravids additional housing/cheaper housing

encourags "BE&Bsupport talism

suppon farming as a lvelibead

use farm buildings for craft warkshops ey, sinm masoniiphatsgrphy
wotess o broadbandmchile rebaark

There are very few young people coming inta farming and other countryside carears
Should we promote this in schools and colleges and through careers advice 7

yes
no
What elze should be done ? dk
work experience e.0. National Trust o National Parks
BNCOUraQe congervalion careens ard make mone congervation jobs
Environment
Do you feel that recycling tachlities are adeguate 7 yes T
no
dk

There is recycing facilities i Barmow Hause,
some kacals use thaem
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What would encourage you to keave your car at home on short journeys ?

irgrove fooipaths e irough ekis o schaol
raduce bus fanes

nol pessible due ke eldedyidisableddocation
cycle lanas

Are there any specific projects Ihal you would like the N.T. to mplemenl i

Imgrowe Toolpatha/ciear cvergrown faolpaths

give some kand lor & childrens play area or sparls fiekd
oycle waytoalpath Troem Keswick b Grange

enfarce ban on cycles on footpaths

employ lengthsman

Ara thare any other anvironmental issues you would like 10 see ackled 7

more washa bira/itanpicking
grass ou mara ragulany &l road ends’
verges, cut back ireesfindargrawth
preserdalion of the red squirrelkeep mixed woediand o encourage
tighter controls on ght polutian
planting schames for tha fisure - miad traes ard widowers
Additional Comments
racycing binsflachimahouss 1o house oollection
ganeral read maintanance neads improving
moee slrael ights
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