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Aikton (Oaktown) extends about five miles in length from north to south and
two miles in breadth from east to west. It is bounded by Bowness on the
North, Thursby on the South, Kirkbampton & Orton parishes on the East and
the river Wampool on the west. It contains 6156 acres including roads, rivers
etc. It contains the four areas of Aikton, Biglands, Gamlesby, Wampool &
Wiggonby.

Border Raiders (reivers) terrorised the area, stealing cattle and murdering all
who resisted until the late 16th century. In the 20th century, its wild windiness
became important. The former airfield is now one of Cumbria’s first wind
turbine ‘farms’. As people recognised the importance of wildlife, a wildlife
sanctuary and hospital was established at Knox Wood and a sit of special
scientific interest was designated at Biglands Bog.

The parish has an excellent primary school, the church of St Andrews, a village
hall and a Public House (Aikton Arms).

St Andrews is an active Anglican parish church built in the 12th century with
additions made in the 13th century and in 1869 it was restored costing £400
(£30,000 as of 2012), it is one of the oldest churches in the region.



The Aikton Arms is an 18th century inn serving quality home cooked food and a
selection of real ales.

Wiggonby CE School was founded in 1792 & rebuilt in 1860.

Under the sponsorship of the Parish Council, a parish plan was formulated
based on consultation with residents of the parish via a questionnaire.
The purpose of the consultation is to highlight the issues in the parish and
produce an action plan which will guide the parish council.

190 Questionnaires were sent out and 67 returned (35%)

Aikton has a population of 485, 240 males, 245 females, 85 aged 0-15, 280
working age and 120 pensionable age.





Action Plan

THEME ISSUE ACTION PRIORITY TIMESCALE LEAD BODY MONITORED BY

Environment There is concern about litter, There is a need to provide doggy bags & place Low 1 to 2 Allerdale B.C Parish Council

rubbish dumping & dog dirt litter bins in worst affected areas. years

Environment The appearance of the area is Carry out regular maintenance such as cutting & Low 1 to 2 Allerdale B.C Parish Council

spoiled by poorly maintained removing litter & repair or upgrade public rights of years

verges & public rights of way way to an acceptable state

Roads & Traffic Vehicles exceeding the speed Provide permanent speed indicator devices, police High 1 year Cumbria Parish Council

limit/driving in accordance with speed checks. Constabulary

the conditions of the road

Roads & Traffic The state of repair of the roads Carry out repairs Medium 1 year Highways Parish Council

in the area is considered poor

Roads & Traffic Impassable roads/icy roads in Roads gritted. More grit bins especially on hills. High 1 year Highways Parish Council

winter

Community Village Hall in need of repair/ Increased communication with Hall Committee Low 1 year Village Hall Parish Council

upgrade. giving support/ advice/funding.

Community Fear of crime, anti-social Continue with Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Low 1 year Cumbria Parish Council

behaviour Constabulary



Community Lack of communication with Email, Website, Newsletter, list of names/position Low 1 year Parish Parish Council

Parish Council contact details of councillors etc. Council

Public Transport Transport in the community Rural wheels, Saturday service. Low 1 year C C C Parish Council

is poor/non existent.

Communication Poor broadband connection/ Improve broadband provision/speed Medium 1 - 5 BT Parish Council

speed year

Local Services Lack of re-cycling facilities Glass/tin can doorstep collection Low 1 year Allerdale B C Parish Council

Young People There is a lack of activities for Provide more local activities for young people, Low 1 - 5 Allerdale B C

young people of all ages up to encourage local agencies/volunteers, upgrade years C C C Parish Council

the age of 16 years Village Hall for venue. Village Hall

Housing Develop housing policy to Conduct housing needs assessment. Low 1-10 Allerdale BC Parish Council

create controlled expansion Consult with local plans officer at Allerdale. years

to include family housing

Environment The appearance of the parish Review all planning applications, hold public

is being spoiled by the meetings when required and voice parishioners Medium 1-10 Allerdale BC Parish Council

increase in wind turbines objections where necessary. years


