


“Keswick – a great place to live but 
a rotten place to find somewhere to 
live as house and rent prices are 
beyond the reach of many local 
people.”

Bob Bryden 2009
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11  3-bed homes
5 shared ownership  (50%) 

5 for affordable rent 
1 sold 









4 x 1 bed flats for affordable rent







22 homes 

Split evenly between 50% shared 
ownership and affordable rent 

(4x 4-bed; 14x 3-bed & 4x 2-bed)



The Church HallThe Church Main Building
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4 homes for affordable rent 
(3x 3-bed & 1x 2-bed houses)

WinnerNational Community Land Trust Awards 2021 –
Beautiful Community Led Homes





Allerdale Council 
converted a disused 
retail shop premises 
into 4 one-bed flats

KCHT chosen to enter 
into a 5 year lease and 
to manage the flats on 
behalf of the Council



“We know there are serious housing supply issues in towns like Keswick so the fact we’ve been able to bring four 
more homes to the market is great news.”

Emma Williamson, executive member for housing at Cumberland Council

4 x 1 bed flats for affordable rent



KCHT now manages a further 2 homes in 
Keswick for private owners committed to 
providing homes at more affordable rent



KCHT has provided homes for 41 
households and looks after a further 6

Over 80 adults and 60 children have 
secure, safe and affordable homes in 
Keswick

“We love the house and garden area, KCHT 

have been wonderful from initially securing the 

tenancy to date, communication has been 

great and we feel that if we ever had any 

issues we feel confident they would endeavour 

to help us.”



• Changes to Homes England Funding Guidelines restricted grant 

funding for shared owned properties with an s106 local 

occupancy restriction to developments in a ‘Rural’ area i.e. 

having a population of under 3000.  

• The LDNPA uses s106s for new developments, to ensure 

properties are protected in perpetuity as primary homes for 

people with a link to the locality

• KCHT would no longer be able to secure grant funding towards 

the costs of new shared ownership properties.  

• Trudy Harrison, our MP joined us in successfully lobbying to 

extend the rural sites exemption to include all communities 

within National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 



On 27th June 24 we attended a celebratory 
reception, hosted by His Majesty's Lord-
Lieutenant of Cumbria along with 4 other 
Cumbrian organisations who were 
nominated.

On 14 November KCHT was  proud to 
share that it had been included in the 
list of 281 organisations granted this 
Award, the equivalent of an MBE for 
voluntary groups.

…..and had been included in the 
announcement video



As a result of KCHT receiving the Kings Award for Voluntary 
Service last November, our Chair Bill Bewley and his wife 
Wendy represented KCHT at the first garden party of the 
year in Buckingham Palace - and had a chat to the King!



"Keswick is a beautiful part of the Lake District, which understandably attracts an ever growing number 
of holiday lets and second homes, but unfortunately risks impacting the future viability of the local 
community. 

Keswick Community Housing Trust was set up in 2010 in response to concerns that locals were finding 
themselves squeezed out, and we initially thought we might be able to provide one house.

This award is fantastic recognition for the many volunteers, past and present, who work so tirelessly to 
support KCHT in providing over 40 safe, secure, affordable homes enabling people with links to the 
Keswick area through family and work to live here, raise families and contribute to keeping Keswick a 
vibrant community.

Here’s to many more years of KCHT making a difference, and hopefully providing even more homes!“

Bill Bewley, Chair





“Between 2021 and 2024 we lived in 4 different homes. 

Being required to move so frequently was very challenging for us as we had a 
teenage daughter and our son arrived in early 2022. 

Thank you is not enough to convey the feeling of gratitude we have to KCHT 
for granting us a secure home and for taking away our worry about getting a 
notice to leave. 

We are making our next chapter of life in this beautiful house on Calvert Way, a 
home full of love and happiness and we are forever grateful for this 
opportunity that has been granted to us by KCHT.” 

Ed and Sarah



We remain committed to investigate new 
opportunities to increase the number of 
homes we are responsible for. 







Keswick Boundaries Action Group

Borrowdale 
with 

Grange PCC

Cumbria Rural Housing Trust


